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The AUTHORS. ‘ 


PREFACE 


. To all the- 


SEARCHERS | 


~ INTO THE. 


AR T of CHT MISTRY 


The true Sons of Hermes Greeting 


be 


Oni ‘dering with myfelf ( fiiendlp 
‘em! Reader ) how many falfe Re: 
ceipts of eAlchymifts, as they call — 
===) them; and how many forg’d and 
pernicious Books; in which there is not thé 
leat Footftep of the Truth to be found, have 
been compos'd by the Fraud and Avarice of 
Impoftors, the Le&ture of ween has deceiv’d, 
and 


PrEFACE 
“and does ftil evety day deceive the trae tes 


guirers into the eArts and moft hidden Se-" 


crets of Nature. Ithought 1 could not do 
any Thing more ufeful, and beneficial, than 
to communicate to the Legitimate Sons and 
Heirs of Learning, the Talent which it has 
pleas’d the Father of Lights to intruft me 
With: -That Poferity might be inform”, 
that Gad has granted this fingular Bleffing, 
and this Philofophical Treafure to fome ex- 
_ traordinary Perfons, not only in paft Ages, 
but likewife to fome in our Time. - Many 
Reafoas-have oblig"d me not to publifh my 
Name, becaufe I do not thirlt after Praife 
and Effeem, and have no other Defign than 
to be feryiceable to the Lovers of Philofophy, 
‘I freely leave that vain Defire of Glory, to 
thofe wHo- had. rather appear to be Learned, 
than to be fo in Efe. Now, that the 
Reader may not bewail his Time, Labour, 


and Money employ’d to no Purpofe; let 


him canfider that jt is the Science of the 
Sages, and mat of the Fools and the Igno- 
sant, and thar che Intention of the Philofoa 
| pers ts quite other, than can be compre- 


hended. by ‘thofe hauglity Thre/s’s, thofe | 


Leater'd eoki ehofe vicious ¿nd perverfe 
Men, 


g 
PP ko A e ee, ~ rr, nn AAA A 


PREFACE 


Men, who not being able to procure ty 
themfelves Reputation by their own Vere 
tues, endeavour to diftingyifh themflves — 
- by their Crimes, Calumnies, and Railings 
againft Men of Integrity and the..truef 
Honour. Shun all thole Vagabonds and 
ignorant Smoke-fellers, who have - already 
_deceivd a great Part of. the World, with 
their oAlbificatiens and Rubifications, tq the 
reat Difcredit, and even Shame of thi No» 
le Science. Perfons of this Difpofition will 
never be admitted into the the mol fecret 
Myftevies of this Holy Art: Becawle it is 
the Gift of God, and is not attainable but by 
the Grace alone: of the moft High, who does 
not fail either to illuminate the Mind of him, 
who asks it of him with a conftant and ree 
ligious Humility, or elfe to communicate it 
to him by che Ocular Demonftrarion af a 
faithful and experienc'd Mafter. Wherefore 
God juftly refufes the Revelation of thefe 
Secrets to thofe he finds unworthy thereof, 
and who are out of the Pale of bis Grace. 


After all, 1 carneftiy delire the Sons of the 
eArt, to take in good Part the Wiilingneís 
4d have o do, them: Service ; and when a | 
fha 


PREFACE | 
fhall have gaind their Point fo far as ta 
make that which is occalt, manife/?, and that 
according to the Will of God, they fhall by 
their ‘conftant and affiduous Labour, have 
attain’d to the defir’d Port of the Philofo- 


| piers they will exclude from the Know- 
dge of thi Ars, (after the Example of the 


Sages,) all thofe who are unworthy thereof- | 


‘That they will: be mindful of the Charity 
they owe to their poor diftrefled Neighbour, 
who fhall live in the Fear of God; that they 
do it without any vain Oftentation ; and 
that in Acknowledgment of this fpecial Gift, 
which they fhalt not abufe, they inceflantly 
fing in private, and in the Interiour of their 


Heart, Praifes to the moft Good, end ae | 


bird cid God, 
‘Simplicity is the proper seal of Trab: 3 


e | TN 


mmm 


firft Part, ay 
General. 


Srey ae =| HAP. I What Nature ds, and 


Rae wise 
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74 hat Nature is, dnd dvbat they 
who fearch into her, ought 
to bé. 


— A Any Wife, and very PE Men 
E have many Ages agoe, nay even 
MEA before the Deluge ( according to 


P 


A the Teftimony of Hermes) writ 
& great number of Precepts concerning: the 
manner of of finding the Stone of the Philofo- 

gr phérs} 


(2) 


phers, and have left us fo many Writings | 


about the fame, that if Nature did not every 
day work before our Eyes, fuch furprifing 
Effe€ts that wecan not by any means deny 
them, I ami apt to believe, it would be a 
‘hard matter to find any Body that would 
think there was really fuch a thing as Na- 
ture, fince in Times paft there never were 
fo many Inventors of things, nor fo many 
Inventions as appear at this Day. And in- 
deed our Predeceffors without bufying them- 
felves with thefe vain Inquiries, had only 
Nature and her pofibzlity in view, that is 


to fay, what was poffible to be done. And — 


notwithftanding they were contented to keep 


themfelves in the. fimple way of Nature; — 


yet neverthelefs, they found out fo many 
things, that it would be a hard matter for us 


even to imagine them with all our Sabtilties, - 


and this vaft Multitude of Inventions: This 


proceeds from the mean Opinion we have of 


Nature and the ordinary Generation of things 
which, grow upon the Earth, which feems 


too fimple to us, and of too little Effect, to 


| apply. our Mind thereto, which in the mean 
time is wholly taken up with devifing fubtil. 


things which are {o far from being known, — 
: that 


. that they can hardly fo be exécuted, of at leaft 
hot without a great deal of Difficulty. 
Wherefore it thuft not be wonder’d-at, that 
we more éafily invent fonie Vain Subtilties, 
dnd fuch indeed as the true Philofophers | 
could ftarce have thought of, than attain to 
their Intention, and to the true Courfe of 
Nature. But what, fuch is the natural Hu- 
our of the Men of this Age, fuch their In- 
clination, as to neglect what they know, 
and to be always in queft of foinething that 
is new, and efpecially of tlie Minds of thofe — 
Men, to whom Natúre is as it Were fube 
jeéted and expos'd. 


You fhall fee for Example, án 2 Ártifices 
( who (hall have attáin”d to the perfection of 
his Art) feek áfter other thirigs, or fhall 
‘make an abufe thereof, or even lay it quite 
afide. Thus generous Nature i is always at- 
ing without Intermiffion, till fhe ‘attains tö 
her utmoft Term, and then it gives over ; 
For from the very beginning it was granted 
fo her, that fhe fhould be able to meliorate 
and improve her felf in her Courfe, and that 


_. fhe Should at laft attain to a folid and intiré 


Repof es towards which fhe tends With afl 
Bs her 


(4) 


her Power, rejoicing in her end, as the Ants 


rejoice at their old Age, which gives them 


Wings at the end of their Days. In like 
manner, our Minds have made fuch a Pro- 
grels, efpecially in the Philofopbical Art, 
and in the Practice of the Stone, that we are 
almoft arriv’d at the laft Scope. For the Phi- 
dofophers of this time have found out fo ma- 
ny Subtilties, that it is almoft impoffible to 


find out greater; and they differ as much . 


from the Art of the oAxcient Philofophers, 
as Clock-making differs’ from Lock-making. 
_ For in effe@ altho’ the Lock-Smith and the 
Clock-maker work both in Iron, and are both 
Matters in their refpective Arts, yet the one 
is {till ignorant of the Workmanthip of the 
other. , 


As for my own part, E am perfwaded that 
if Hermes, Geber, and Lullims, fubtil and 
profound Philofophers as they were, could 
reappear at prefent in the World, they 
would be look’d upon by thofe of the eent 


Age, hardly to be Philofophers, but rather _ 


‘Difciples, fo great is our Prefumption. Nei- 
ther is italfo to be doubted, that thofe good 
and learned Perfonages were wholly ignorant 

| Of 


PPP AT ys. € A R e o E. ea | 


\ 


of fo many ufelefs Di/féllations as are pratt 
ced at this time, fo many Circulatjons, Cal- 
cinatiops, and lo many unprofitable Opera- 
tions, as our Moderns have invented, who 
not having rightly underftood the Senfe: of 
the Writings of the eAncients, will continue 
yet a long time in the queft of one fingle 
thing, piz. the Store of the Philofophers, 
or the Natural Tincture, which the Anci- 
ents knew how to make. In fine, the clean 
. contrary happens to us, that in feeking it 
where it is not, we meet with a quite dif- 
- ferent thing, but was it not that fuch is the 
natural Inftin@ of Man, and that Nature 
herein makes ufe of her right, we fhould 
hardly lofe our way at prefent, 


To return therefore tp our purpofe, I haye 
promifed in this firft Treatife to explain Na- 
ture, that our vain Imaginations may not 
make us deviate from the true and fimple 
_ way. I fay then, that Nature is oze, true, 

fimple aud intive, in its Being, and that 
God made it before all the Ages, and has ins 
cluded therein, a certain univerfal Spirit, 
"It is requifite neyerthelefs to know that the 
Term or Bound of Nature is God, as he is 

B 3 likewife 


(6) 

likewife the beginning thereof, for every 
thing terminates in that in which it took 
its Being, and Beginning. I faid fhe is one, 
and that itis by her that God made all that 
he has made; not that I fay, be can do no- 
thing without ber ( for it was he who created 
ber, and he is all Powerful Y but fuch was 
his Pleafure, and he executed it, All things 
proceed from this Sole and only Nature, and 
there is not any thing in the whole World 
befides Nature. If fometimes we fee Abor- 
tives, the fault is either in the Place, or in 
the eArtif?, and not in Nature. Now this 
Nature is divided into four Principal Regions 
or Places, where fhe effe€ts whatever is vi» 
fible, and whatever is conceaPd; for with- 
aut hefitation it may be faid, that all things 
are rather fhadowed out to us, and conceal’d, 
than that they truly appear, She alters her 
felfin the Male andthe Female; the is com- 
pared to Mercury, becaufe fhe unites her 
felf to divers Places ; and according to the 
different Places of the Earth, good or bad, 
fhe produces each thing: Though in reality 
there are no bad places in the Earth, as to us 
appears. There are four Elementary Qua- 

e AA lities 


a 


(7 


líties in all things, which never agree, for- 
_ the one always exceeds the other, 


We muĝ then obferve, that Nature is hot 
vifible, though fhe be continually in e4étio», 
for it is only a volatile Spirit, which exe- 
cutes its Office in the Bodies, and has its 
Seat and Place in the Divize Will. On this 
Occafion, fhe is no other way ferviceable to 
us, than to miake us know her different Pla- 
ces, and chiefly thofe which are more prox- 
imate to her, and more fuitable, that is to 
fay, that we may know. how to join things 
together according to Nature, and not to 
conjoin Wood with a Maz, or an Ox or any 
other Bea/? with Metal: But on the con- 
trary, that like may aét upon its like, for 
then Nature will never fail to difcharge her 
Office. Now the Place of Natare is na. 
where elfe than iz the Will of God, as we 
have before obferv’d, 


The fearchers into Nature ought to be 
fuch as Nature is her felf; that is to fay, 
true, fi mple, patient, confiant, &c. But 
what is the chief Point, pious, fearing God, 
and no way annoying their Neighbour. In 

B4 | - the 


(8) 

the next’ place, they muft ferioufly confider, 
whether what they propofe is agreeable ta 
Nature, whether it be poffible and faifi ble; 
and they muft learn from evident and fenfi- 
ble Examples, viz. With what each thing 
is made, how, and with what Veflel. For 
if thou wilt fimply make any thing, as Na- 
ture makes it, follow her; but if thou wilt 
make any thing more excellent than Nature 
makes it, examine in what, and by what fhe 
is meliotated, and thou fhalt find, that it is 
always with her like. If thou haft a mind, 
for Example, to extend the Intrinfic Vertue 
of any Metal; beyond what it has from Na- 
ture, (which is our Intention) thou muft- 
have recourfe to a Metallic Nature, and that. 
» both in the Male and Female, otherwife 

thou fhalt do nothing. For if thou think*t 
to make a Metal of an Herb, thou fhalt la- 
-bour in vain: So likewife out of ‘a Dog or 
- any other Beaf?, thou fhalt never produce 4 
Tree. 


(9) 


ur Propefiti tizon and Seed, 


" Have in the foregoing chaei given 
you to underftand that Nature is ove, 
true, and every where apparent, and conti- 
nual; that fhe is known by the things fhe 
produces, as Wood, Herbs, €Sc. I have al- 
fo told you, that he who fearches into her,’ 
qught to bethe fame; that is to fay, true, 
Simple, patient, conftant, and muft not ap- 
ply his mind, but to. one thing only. Now 
we mult (peak to the eAdtion of Nature, 


You muft obferve, that in like manner 
as Nature is in the Will of God, who created 
her, and put her upon every Imagination ; 
fo Nature has mthe Elements made her 
_ elf a Seed, proceeding from her pill. It is 
une She is fingle, and yet fhe produces di- 

vers 


(10) 
vers things; but however fhe produces no» 
thing without Sperm. For Nature does 
whatever the Sperm will, and fhe is but as 
the Inftrument of fome Artificer. The 
Sperm then of each thing is better, and of 
more utility to the «Arti/f?, than even Na- 
tare her felf. For by Nature alone, you 
fhall do no more without Sperm, than a 
Goldímith would be able to do without Fire, 
Gold, or Silver, or the Husbandman with- 
out Grain. Furnifh: your felf therefore with 
this Seed, or Sperm, and Nature will be 
ever ready todo her Duty, whether it be to 
evil, or good. She aéts upon the Sperm, 
as God does on the free will of Man. And 
it is a wonderful thing to fee Vataré thus 
obey the Seed, and that, without conftraint, 


but of ber ow free will, In like manner. 


God grants to Man whatever he will, not 
that he is forced thereto, but out of his own 
good, and free Pleafure. It is for this reafon, 
that he gavé to Mana freé Will, either to 
good, er, to evil. The Spern: then, is the 


Elixir, or Quintefjence of éach thmg, or 
otherwife the moft perfect and moft con: 
fummate Decoction, and Digeftion of every ` 


—_— or the ‘Balm of: Sedphary which is the 
fame 


(1 ) 


fame thing as the radical Moifture, in Me- 
tals. We have here indeed, an opportuni- 
ty to extend our felves, and make an ample 
Difcourfe on this Sperm ; but we fhall not - 
deviate from our Point in hand, but keep 
clofeto what we propos’d in this Art. The 
four Elements generate the Sperm by the 
Will of God, and by the Imagination of Na- 
ture ; for asthe Sperm of Man has its Center 
or fuitable Receptacle in the Reins, in like 
manner the four Elements, by an indefarigar 
ble and perpetual Motion ( each accordin z to 
its Quality ) caft their Sperm into the Cen» 
ter of the Earth, where it is digefted, and 
by Motion forced outwards. As to the Cen- 
ter of the Earth, it is a certain void Space, 
where nothing can reft, The four Elements 
emit their Qualities to the Excenter (if E 
may be allow’d that Term) or to the Mar- 
gin and Circumference of the Center; as 
Man ejeéts his Seed into the Matrix of ‘the 
Woman, in which no more of the Seed will 
remain after the Matrix has taken a due 
Portion thereof, it cafting out the reft. In 
like manner, does it happen in the Center 
ofthe Earth that the Magnetic Force of fome 
part of a Place, attracts to its felf what is 


proper 
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proper for it, to the Generation of fome 
kind of Thing, and the reft it drives out- 
wards to be made into Stones and other 
Excrements. For all Things derive their 
Origin from this Fountain, and nothing is 
produc'd in the whole World but by the 
Irrigation of its Rivulets. For Example, Let 
there be fet upon a fmoorh and even Table a 
Veflel full of Water, and let it be placed 
in the Middle of this Table, and let there 
be put round about it a Plurality of Things 
of different Colours, and among tlie reít, 
Jet there be fome Salt, and each Thing fet 
feparately ; ; then let the Water be pour'd 


out in the Middle, you fhall fee it fpread it - 


felf here and there; you fhall fee, I fay, 
that this Rivulet intermingling with the Red 
Colour, fhall become Red likewife ; and that 
which paffes through the Salt, fhall become 
Saline ; and fo of the reft. For it is certain 
. that the Water does not alter the Places, but 
_ the Diverfity of the Places alters the Water, 
In like manner, the Seed or Sperm caft by 
the four Elements into the Center of the 
Earth, paffes through diferent Places; fa 
that each Thing is produced according to the 
Diverfity of tbe Places; if it comes toa 
E, Place 
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Place where it finds the Earth and Water 
pure, a pure Thing is produc. The Seed 
and Sperm of all Things is but one, and ne- 
verthelef it generates different Things, as 
it appears by the following Example. The 
Seed of Man is a noble Seed, created for the 
Generation of Man only ; yet if Man makes 
ari Abufe thereof, ( which it is in his Free 
Will to do,) there is born of the fame an 
eAbortive, or a Monfier, For, if contrary 
to the Prohibition God has laid upon Man, 
he fhould copulate with a Cow, or fome 
other Beaft; that Animal would eafily con- 
ceive the Seed of the Man, becaufe Nature 
is but one; and then there would not bg 
born a Man, but a Beaft and a Monfter ; 
becaufe the Seed does not find a Place fuita- 
ble to itfelf: So that from this inhumane and 
deteftable Commixture, or Copulation of Men 
with Beafts, would be born divers Sorts of — 
Animals refembling Men: For it comes ta 
país infallibly, that if the Sperm falls into . 
the Centre, there is born what ought to be 
born thereof; but as foon as it comes to any 
certain Place whichconceives it,then it changes 
its Form no more. However, fo long as the 
_ Sperm remains in the Centre there may as 
foon 


von be created thereof a Tree as a Metal; 
an Herb as a Stone, and one thing in fine 


more pure than another, according to the : 


Purity of the Places. But we muft now de- 
clare after what manner the Elements genc- 
rate this Seed: - 


You muft obferive that thete are four Ele: 
_Sments, two of which are beavy, and the 
two others light ; two ate dry, and two are 
moif} ; however thé one is extremely dry, and 
the other extremely moif?, and are moreover 


Male and Female. Now each of ” em is ve- 


fy ready to produce Things like tinto itfelf 
in its Sphere: For fuch was the Will of thë 
moft High. Thefe four are never at Reft, 
but are continually ating One upon another; 
and each of "em emits of itfelf, and by it- 


felf, what it contains moft tenuioús and fub: 


fle: They have, all, their general Rendez. 
vous in the Centre, and in the Centre is the 
eArcheus the Servant of Nature, who min- 
_ Bling thofe Sferms, cafts them forth. But 
you may fee more at large, in the Cónclu. 
fion of thefe Twelve Chapters, how that 
is done. 


CHAP. 


PRA 


Of the True: añ Firpt Matter 
of Metals. 


o Y HE firt Matter of Metals is two- 
fold; but neverthelefs the one does 
not ‘create a Metal without the 

other. The firft and the chief is a Moift- 

nefs of the Air mixt with Heat, and this 

Moiftnefs or Humidity has been denominas 

ted by the Philofophers, Mercary, which is 

govern'd by the Beams of the Suz and Moon, 
in our Philofophical Sea. ‘The fecond is the 

Heat of the Earth; that is to fay, a dry 

Heat, which they call Sulphur. But becaufe 

all the true Philofophers have conceal’d it as 

much as they could, we fhall the rather ex- 
plain it as clearly as we are able, and chiefly 
the Weight, which not being known, all : 

Things are deftroy’d. From.thence it hap- 

pens that many out of a good Thing produce 

only eAbortives: For there are many haras g 

take 
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take the whole Body for their Matter, that 
is to fay, for their Seed or Sperm; others 
take only a Piece thereof, and fo they all de- 
viate from the right: Way. If any one, for 
Inftance, fhould be Fool enough to take the 
Foot of a Man, and the Hand of a Woman, 
and by fuch a Commixture would prefitmé 
to make a Man, there is nó Perfon, how ig- 
norant foever he might be, but would very 
well judge, that it was a thing altogether 
impoffible, - fince in every Body there is a 
Centre, and a certain Place where the Sperm 
refts, and is always as it were a Point ; thag 
is to fay, it is about the Eight thoufandth 
two hundredth Part of the Body, how fmall 
foever it may be, nay, even in a Grain of 
Delia: we ch cannot be otherwife. Te is 
mes Grain, or de whole Body converts it- 
felf into Seed ; this being but as it were a 
very minute Spark thereof, or a neceflary 
Part, which is preferv’d by its Body from 
all exceffive Heat or Cold, €Sc. If thou 
haft Ears and Underftanding take heed of 
what I tell thee, and thou fhalt be fecure 
not only againft thofe who are ignorant of 
the true Place of the Seed, and arë for ta~ 


ting) 


~ 


© O 
king, the whole Body, inftead of it, trying ini 
yain, to reduce the whole Grain into Seed ; 
but, alfo; againft thofe who trifle away their 
Time in a fruitlefs Diffolution of the Metals, 
labouring, to diflolve them intirely, in order 
to create anew Metal out of their mutual * 
Commixtion. But if thefe People confider*d 
the procedure of Nature, they would plain- . 


ly fee, that the thing goes quite otherwife : 


For, there is not any Metal, how pure foe« 
ver it may be, which has not its Impurities, 
yet, the one, more or lefs, than the other. 


As, for thy part, therefore friendly Reader, 


“have a fpecial heed to the Point of Nature, 


and thou haft enough ; but, always, hold this 
Maxim for certain, that this Point is not to 
be fought for in the Metals of the Vulgar ;. 
for, it is not in them; becaufe thofe Metals, 
and chiefly the Vulgar Gold, are dead; 
whereas, ours on the contrary, are living, and 
have a Spirit; and thefe, muft be made choice — 
of. For, thou-muft know, that the Life of 
Metals is nothing elfe than the Fire, even, 
when they are ftill in their Mine; and that 
the Death of the Metals, is, alfo, the Fire, 
that is to fay, the Fire of Fufion. Now, the 


ec frf 
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firl Matter of Metals is a certain Humidity, 
mix’d with a bot eAir, in the Form of a 
Fat Water, adhering to every thing, whe- 
ther pure, or impure; however, in One place, 
more plentifully, than in an other: Which 
happens, becaufe, the Earth, is, in one place, 
more open and porous, and has a ftronger 
attractive ‘Vertue, than in an other. Te 
fometimes iffues forth, and appears openly, 
of it felf, but cloth’d with fome kind of 
Garment, and chiefly, in thofe Places, where 
it does not find matter to faften to. Itis 
known fo,. becaufe, every thing is compoun- 
ded of three Principles; but, in the matter 
of Metals, it is fingle, and without Combi- 


nation, excepting, its Covering, or Shadow, ` 


that isto fay, its Sulphur. 


Á ` ) 
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Aer what ‘Manner the Metals 
are generated in the Bowels of 
the Earth. 


Af Etals are produced after this man: 
M ner, after the four Elements have 
fent forth their Power and Vertue 

into the Center of the Earth, the eArcheus 
of Nature, by Diftillation, fublimes them to 
the Superficies, by the heat of a perpetual 
Motion ; for, the Earth is porous, arid the 
Wind, as it diftills through the Pores of the 
Earth, refolves it felf into Water, of which, 
all shings are produced. Let the Children 
of the Science know then, that the Sperm of 
Metals is not different from the Sperm of all 
the other things in the World, which ‘is only 
a humid Vapour. Wherefore, the eAlchy- 
mifts eek, in vain,to reduce Metals into their 
firft matter, which is nothing elfe than e 
Ca Vapour. 
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Vapour. And, indeed, the Philofophers did 
not mean this firft matter, but, only, the fe- 
cond, as, is very well argued, by Bernardus 
Ti vevifanus, tho’, to fpeak the truth, fome- 
what obfcurely, by reafon he fpeaks of the 
four Elements ; yet, that was what he meant, 
but, he pretended to fpeak only to the Chil- 
dren of Learning. As, for my part, that I 
may more plainly difcover the Theory, lam 
willing, here, to advife every Body, to lay 
afide fuch a multiplicity of Solutions, Circu- 
lations, Calcinations, and Reiterations, 
-fince it is in vain to feek for that ina hard 
thing, which, of it felf, is foft every where. 
Wherefore, do not bufy your felf any longer 
in the: fearch after this firft matter, and ap- 
ply your felf, only, to the fecond, which is 
fuch, that, as foon as it is conceived, it can- 
not change its Form. If any one hall ask 
how is Metal to be reduc’d into this fecond 
matter, I anfwer, that herein, I muft follow. 
the Intention of the Philofophers, who, al- 
ways conceal’d that My/fery:; however, I 
dwell more thereon, than any have done be-- 
fore me, that the Sous of the Science may. 
take the Senfe of the «Authors, and not their 
bare Words, for there, where Nature ends, 


efpeci- - 
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efpecially in Metallics, which feem to our 
Eyes, to ‘be-perfect Bodies, there eirt muft 
begiz. 


But, to return to our purpofe ( for we do 
not here pretend to {peak only of the Stone ) 
let us treat of the matter of Metals. I faid 
a little before, that all things are produced 
by a Liquid Air ; that is to fay, by a Va- 
pour, which the Elements diftil into the 
Bowels of the Earth by a continual Motion ; 
_ and, as foon as the eArcheus has receiv’d it, © 
he fublimes it through the Pores, and diftri- 
butes it, according to his Wifdom, to each 
place. And fo, by the variety of the places, 
different things are produced. Some, are of 
Opinion, that Saturz has a peculiar Seed, that 
Sol has another, and {o each Metal likewife; 
but, this is a vain Imagination, for there is 
but one Seed only, as well in Saturn, as in 
- Gold, Silver, and Iron: But, the place of their 
production was the caufe of their difference, 
(if thou underftand’ft me rightly ) tho’ Na- 
ture has much fooner finifh’d her work, in 
the Procreation of Silver, than in that of 
Gold, and fo of the others. For, when this 
Y apour we have mentioned, is fublim’d in the 

C3 Center 
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Center of the Barth, it muft neceffarily país 
through places which are either cold or hot; 
now, if it pafles through places that are hot 
and pure, and where a certain Fat Sulphur 
adheres to the Walls thereof, then this Va- 
pour, which. the Philofophers have call’d 
gbeir Mercury, adjufts and unites it felf to 
that Fat matter, which is afterwards fub- 
lim’d along with it felf, and of this mixture 
is madé a certain unétuoufneís, which lea- 
ving the name of Vapour, takes that of Greafe 
or Pat; and being afterwards, again, fublimed 
into other places, which have ‘been cleans’d 
by the preceding Vapour, and where the 
Earth is fubtil, pure, and humid, it fills the 
Pores of that Barth, and. intermixes with it, 
and fo: Goldis made. But, if this Unctuouf- 
nefs, or Fat, gets into impure-and cold places, 
it is there, Setarm is generated; and if this 
Earth be pure; but mix’d with Sulphur, then 
Venus. is produc’d.” For the more pure and 
_ Clean. the place is, the pata are the Metals 3 

it oi seas 7 | 


It mutt: allo De obferv'd, that this Vapour 
iffues forth continually from the Center to the 
is nina and in its paflage purges - the 

Places. 
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Places. That is the Reafon why there are 
found Mines at this time, where a Thou- 
fand Years ago, there were none: For this 
Vapour, by its continual progrefs, is ever 
fubtilizing the Crude and the Impure, carry- 
ing off, alfo, fucceffively, the pure along with 
it fell And, thus is perform’d, the Reitera- 
tion or Circulation of Nature, which fub- 
limes it felf fomany times, ftHl producing 
new things, till at laft the Place is intirely 
depurated, which the more it isclean’d, the 
ticher afd finer things.it produces. But, in 
the Winter, when the chillineís of the Air 
contracts and binds the Barth, then this uac- 
tuous Vapour is alfo congeal’d, which after- 
wards, at the return of the Spring Seafon, in- 
termingles with the Earthand the Water ; 
and from thence is made the Magzefia, 
which draws to it felf, æ like Mercury of the 
Air, which gives Life to all things by. the 
Beams of the Sun, Moon, and, Stars: And 
_ fo are produc'd Herbs, Flowers, and other 
the like things; for Nature is not one Mo- 
ment of time idle. | 


As for the Metals, they are generated after 
- this manner. The Earth is purg’d by a long : 
C4 6. Diftil- — 
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Diftillation; then upon the arrival of this 


unGuous Vapour, or Greafe, they are pro» - 


created, and are not otherwife produc’d, as 
fome vainly imagine, mifinterpreting, in that 
Refpet, the Writings of the  Philofophers, 


Of the Generatii A all kinds of 


Stones. 


HE matter of Stones is the fame with 

that of other Things, and according 

to the Purity of the Places, they are form’d 
after this Manner. Whenthe four Elements 
diftill their Vapour into the Center of the 
Earth, the eArcheus of Nature repells, and 
fublimes it: So that in its Paffagé through 
the Places, and Pores of the Earth, it draws 
along with it, all che Impurity of the Earth, 
up to the Superficies; being got thither, it is 
afterwards congeal’d by the Air, becaufe 
whatever is generated y the pure Air, E 
BuO 
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alfo congeal’d by the Crude Air ; for Air 
has ingrefs into «Air, and they unite one with 
the other, becaufe Nature delights in Na- 
tare: And fo are made Stones and Rocks, 
according to the largenefs or fmallnefs of the 
- Pores of the Earth, which the wider they 
are, caufe thereby, the place to be the better 
purg’d; for a greater heat and a greater 
quantity of Water paffing through that Vent, 
the depuration of the Earth is thereby the. 
fooner accomplifh’d, and by that means, . 
Metals are more commodioufly generated in 
thofe places, as appear by Experience, 
which teaches us, that we muft not feek for 
Gold any where elfe than in the Mountains, 
for it is very rarely found in the Plains, 
which moft commonly are moift, and fenny 
places, not by reafon of. this Vapour, as I 
have already faid, but on the account of the 
Elementary Water, which draws to it felf 
the aforefaid Vapour, in fuch manner, that 
they cannot feperate: So that the Sun di- 
gelting it, makes thereof that fat Clay 
which the Potters ufe. But in thofe places 
where there is a grofs Sand, in which this 
Vapour i is not united with the Fat or Sulpbxr, 
as in Meadows, it produces Herbs and Hay. 

; There 
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There are,moreover, other precious Stónes,, 
as the Diamond, the Raby, the Emrald, the: 


Chyfopaftus, the Oxyo, and the Carbzzele, 


which are all generated after this mánner.. 


Now, when this Vapour of Nature, fublimes 
it felf without this Sulpbur, or un@oofity 
which we have mention’d, and finds.a place 
of pure Salt Water, then Diomoxds are made; 


and this in the cooleft places, to which this 


fatnefS cannot reach, for if it could get thi- 
ther, it would hinder the Effe€t. For,.it is 


well known, that the Spirit of Water is ea- . 


fily fublim’d, and with a {mall heat ; but ir 
is not fo, with Oil or Greafe, which cannot 
raife it felf, but by dint of heat, and, that in 
warm places; for, notwithftanding, it pro+ 
ceeds from the Center,. yet a fmall Degree 


Of cold is fufficient to congeal, and ftop it; 


but ftill the Vapour rifes to the proper places, 


and is congeal’d into Stones, by ftnall Gra» 


nules in the pure Water. > 


But, that we may unfold how the Co: 
lours are made in precious Stones, you muft 


know, that that is done by the mean of Sul- 


phar, in this manner. Hf the fatue/s of the 


Sulphur, 


a 
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Sulphur is congeal’d by this perpetual Moti- 
on, then the Spirit of the Water digefts it in 
its Paflage, and purifies it by the Vertue of 
the Salt, till it is tinCtur’d with a digefted 
Colour, either Red or White, which Colour _ 
tending ftill-to its Perfection, ‘raifes its felf 


_with this Spirit, by reafon it is fubtiliz’d by 


fo many reiterated diftillations: The Spirit 
has after that,a power to penetrate into things 
which are imperfect ; and thereby introdu- 
ces the'€olour, which then unites its feu to 
that Water, which is in part, congeal’d, and 


fo fills its Pores, and fixes it felf therew: h 
by an infeparable fixation, for all Water is 
congeal'd by heat, if it be without Spirit ; 
and if it be join’d with a Spirit, it then con- 


geals mthe cold. But, whoever knows how 
to congeal Water with heat, has moft cer- 
tainly, found a thing more precious, a Thou- 
fand times than Gold, and even all the other 
things in the World. Contrive therefore, that 
the Spirit do feparate from the Water, that 
it may putrefie, and the Grain appear: 
Then, having caft away the Feces, bring the 
Spirit back again to the Water, and make 
them unite together ; for this Conjunétion 

will 
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will generate a Branch different in Form and 
Excellency from its Parents. 


> dido AAA 


Perfection if al Things. 


E have, in the foregoing Part, treated 
of the firt Matter of all Things, and 
how they are produced by Nature without 

=- Seed; that is to fay, how Nature receives 

the Matter of the Elements, of which fhe 
generates the Seed: Now, we fhall fpeak of 
the Seed, and of thole Things which are pro- 
duced by Seed.. Whatever then, has Seed, is 
multiplied by the fame; but it is out of doubt, 
that that is not to be done without the affi- 


ftance of Nature: For, the Seedin a Body - 


is nothing elfe than a Congealed eAir, or a 


Mort Vapour, which, unlefs it be refolv’d by 


A bot Vapour, is altogether of no Utility. 


Let 


— oE a teed 
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Let thofe who are in queft of the Art, 
know, therefore, what the Seed is, to the End 
they may not feek after a Thing which. is 
not: Let them know, I fay, that Seed is 
threefold, and that it is generated of the four 
Elements. The firft Species of Seed, 1s, the 


Mineral, which is what we are.now upon ; 
. the Second is, the Vegetable; and the Third, | 


the Animal. The Mineral Seed is only 
known by trae Philofophers ; the Vegetable 
Seed is common and vulgar, as is to be feen 
in the different Fruits; and the Animal is 
known by the Imagination. ‘The Vegetable 
fhows plainly to the Eye, how Nature has 
created it of the four Elements: For,you muft 


know, that the Winter is the caufe of Putre- 


faction, becaufe, it congeals the Vital Spirits 
in Trees; and when they are refolv’d by the 
heat of the Sun ( in which there is a Magne- 
tic Vertue, which attracts all Moifture to 
it felf ) then the heat of Nature, excited and 
ftirred up by Motion, drives to the Circum, 
ference, a Vapour of fubtil Water, which 


Opens the Pores of the Tree, and makes 
„drops diftil there from, feparating always, 


the Pure from pig Impure; Neverthelefs, the 
| Impure 
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Impure fometimtes precedes the Pure; the 
Pure is congeal’d into Flowers, the Impure 
into Leaves ; The grofs and thick into Bark, 
which remains fix’d, but the Leaves fall ei- 
ther by cold or heat, when the Pores of the 
Tree are ftop'd ; the Flowers are congeal’d 
into a Colour proportionate to the heat, and 
bring forth Fruit or Seed. As the Apple, in 
which is the Sperm, from which, the Tree is . 
not produc’d ; but, within that Sperm, 1s the 
Seed or Kernel interiourly, of which the 
Tree is produc’d even: without Sperm ; for, 
the Multiplication is not made in the Sperm, 
but in the Seed; as we fee clearly, that Wa- 
ture creates the Seed of the four Elements, 
left we fhould bufy our felves about that to 
no purpofe; for what is already created, has 
mo need of a Creator. Let it fuffice, in this 
place, that we have advertis’d the Reader 
by this Example, now let us return to our 
purpofe concerning the Minerals. 


- You muft know then, that Nature creates 
the Mlineral or Metallic Seed in the Bowels 
of the: Earth; for this Reafon, it is not be- 
liev'd that there is fuch a Seed in Nature; 
becaufe it is Invifible. But it isno wonder 


if 
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if the Ignorant doubt thereof; for, fince they 
cannot comprehend,even, what is before their 
Eyes, it would be very hard for them to con- 
ceive what is hidden, and invifible. Yet, ne- 
verthelefs, it is a great Truth, that what is 
above, is as that which is below ; nay, what 
is generated above, proceeds from the fame 
_ Source as does that which is beneath in the 
Bowels of the Earth. And, I defire to know, | 
what prerogative the Vegetables fhould have 
above the Metals, that God fhould have gi- 
ven a Seed to thofe, and fhould have ex- 
cluded thefe there from? Are not the Metals 
in as great Authority and Confideration 
with God, asthe Trees? Hold then this, for 
certain, that nothing grows without Seed ; 
for, where there is no Seed, the thing is dead. 
It is, therefore, neceflary, that the four Ele- 
ments create the Seed of Metals, or that they 
produce them without Seed: If they are 
produc’d wathout Seed, they cannot be per- 
fect; becaufe, every thing that is without 
Seed, is imperfect, with regard to the Com- 
pound. He that does not give Credit to 
this Indubitable Truth, is not worthy to dive 
into the Secrets of Nature, for nothing in 
the whole World comes forth without Seed, 

| The 
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The Metals have in themfelves truly ard — 
really their Seed; but, their Generation is 


thus perform’d. 


The four Elements, in the firft Operation 
of Nature, diftil b they Skill and Workman- 
Ship of the eArcheus, into the Center of the 
Earth, a Vapour of ponderous Water, which 
is the Seed of the Metals, and is called Mer. 
exry, not, on the account of its Effence, but 
by Reafon of its fluidity, and eafy Adhe- 
rence to every Thing. It ts compard to 
Sulphur; on account of its. Internal Heat, 
and after Congelation, it is the radical Moi- 
fture, And, altho” the Body of Metals is 
procreated of Mercury, (which muft be un- 
der{tood of the Mercury of the Philofophers ) 
yet,they muft not be hearken’d to who are of 
Opinion, that the vulgar Mercury is the Seed 
of Metals, and fo take the Body inftead of 
the Seed, not confidering, that the vulgar 
Mercury has, in it felf, its proper Seed,as wel! 
- asthe others. The Error of all thefe People 
will appear manifeftly Ed the following Ex- 
ample. 


te 
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it is certain, that Men have their Seed, in 
which they are multiplied. The Body of 
Man is the Mercury, the Seed is hid within 
this Body ; and with regard to the Body, the 
Quantity of its weight is very fmall. He. 
then, that will beget this Metallic Man, 
muft not take the Mercury which is a Body, 
but the Seed, which is that Vapour of Wa- 
ter congeal’d. The vulgar Operators there. 
fore proceed wrongly in the Regeneration of 


` the. Metals; for they diffolve the Metallic 


Bodies, whether Mercury, Gold, Silver, or 
Lead, and corrode them with Waters-fort, 


and other heterogeneous and foreign things, 


which are not requifite to the true Science $ 
Then, afterwards, they conjoin thefe Diffolu- 
tions, being ignorant, or at leaft, not reflet- 
ing that of Pieces, and bits of a Body, 4 Man 
cannot be generated ; for by that mean, the — 
Corruption of the Body, and the Deftruétion 
of the Seed have preceded. Every thing is 


—multiply'd by the Male, arid Female, as 1 


have already faid in the Chapter of the dou- 
ble Matter: The disjunG&ion of the Sex be- — 
gets nothing, but it is the due Conjun@ion, 
which produces a new Form. He then, 
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who will make fomething worth the while, 
ought to take the de sidad or id and not 


the Intire Bodies 


Take then; s a living Male; a and : a living 
Female, and join them together, that they 
may afford á Sperm capable of procreating 
a Fruit of their own Nature: For: no Body 
muft imagine himfelf able to make the firft 
Matter. The firft Matter of Man, is Earth, 
of which there is not any. Man fo prefumptu- 


Qus to create a Man; that Skill belongs to | 


- God alone; but the kond Matter which is 
already created, (if Man knows how tó 
put itina fuitable place, with the help of 
Nature, ) the Form, of which it is the Seed, 
will eafily be generated thereof. The Art:fK 
in this does nothing more than feparate what 
is fubtil from what is grofs, and put it into a 


propet Veffel..: For, you muft confider well, . 


that as a thing begins, fo it ends. Of one 
are made two, and of two one, and nothing 
more. There is one God, of this one, the 
Sos” is begor, fo that one has afforded two, 
_ and two have'given one holy Ghoft, pro- 
eceding from the one and the other. So was 
the World created, and fo hall it end, pr 

ider 
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fider exactly thefe four Points, and you fhall 


find therein, firft, the Fathér, then thé Fa: 


ther and the Son, dnd in fine the Holy Ghofts 


You fhall there find -the four Elements; and 
four Luminaries, two Celeftial, and two 


Centricat: In fhort, there is nothing i in the 


World that is otherwife, than is'reprefénted 
in this Figure, never has been, nor never 
will be; and if I would inftance in all the 


Myfteries that might be drawn there from; 


it would (well to a great Volume: 


E Now 1 muf returá to My purpofe, ind 
An truth tell thee, my Son, that of one; ‘thoit 


can ft not make one, it is to Godalone thaé 


that is peculiarly refery’d, Let it farisfie 
‘thee, that thou can’{t of two create one; that 


is profitable to thee, and know that the Mul 
tiplicative Sperm is the fecond, and not the 
firfk Matter of all Metals, and of all things ; 


- for the firft Matter of things is invifible; it is 


hid in N ature, or in the Elenients; but the 
fecond i is manifeft OA to the Childréd 


of the ÓCIPACE: 


a 


Da Cuar 
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O CHAR VIL 


Of the Force and Vertue of the 
E fecond Matter. 


U T tothe end thou may’ft more ea- 

fily comprehend what this fecond Mat- 
ter is, 1 (hall defcribe its Vertues to thee, 
‘by which thou may’ft know it. Know then, 
in the firit place, that Nature is divided in- 
to. three Kingdoms, of which there are two, 
each of which can fubfift. alone, altho” the 
two others were not. There are the Mize- 
val, Vegetable, and cAnimal Kingdoms. As 
to the Mineral Kingdom, it is evident, that 
it can fubfift of it felf, tho” there were not 
inithe World either Mem, or Trees. The 
Vegetable \ikewife has no need for its efta- 
‘blifhment, that there fhould be either 04%72- 
mals or Metals : Thefe two are created of 
one by one. The third on the contrary, 
hath life from the ¢wo already mention’d, 


without which, it could not be; and it is. 
ae Ez more. 


‘ 
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more noble, and more precious than the other 
two; likewife, becaufe it is the laft of them, 
itrules over them ;. becaufe Vertue or Power 
is perfected always in the third, and is mul- 
tiply’din the fecond. Doft thou rightly obe 
ferve in the Vegetable Kingdom, that the | 
firlt Matter is the Grafs, or a Tree, which 
thou can’ft not create; this is the Work of 
Nature alone: In this fame Kingdom, the fe- 
cond Matter is the Seed which thou feeft, and 
that is what the Grafs or Tree is multiply’d 
in, In the eAsimal Kjugdom, the firft Mat- 
ter is the Beaft or Man, which thou can’ft 
not create; but the fecond Matter, which 
thou know, is his Sperm, in which he is 
multiply’d. In the Mineral Kingdom, thou 
can’ft not create a Metal; and if thou boaft- 
eft that thou canft,' thou art a Fool and a Ly- 
ar, becaufe Nature has made that: And al- 
tho’ thou had’ft the firft Matter, according 


to the ‘Philofophers ; that is to fay, the Cen- 


tral Salt, yet thou could’ not multiply it 


-without Gold: But the Vegetable Seed of 


Metals is known only to the Sous of the Sci- 
ence. InVegetables the Seeds appear out- 
wardly, and the Reins of their Digeftion is 


the warm Air. In eAsimals, the Seed ap- 


D 3. | pears 
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pears within and without, and the Reins or 
Place of its Digeftion, are the Reins or Kid- 
nies of the Man. The Water which is 
found in the Center of the Heart of Minerals, — 
is their Seed, or their Life; and the Reins, 
or place of Digeftion thereof, is Fire. The 
Receptagle Of the Seed of Vegetables, is the 
Earth. The Receptacle of the Animal Seed, 
is the Womb of the Female ; and in fine, thé 
Receptacle of the Seed of the Mineral Water, 
isthe eAir: And here muft be obferv’d, that 
the Receptacle of the Seed is fuch, as is the 
Congelation of the Bodies ; Tuch the Digefti- 
on, as is the Solution, and fuch the Patre- 
faction, as is the Deftruttion. Now, the 
Vertue of each Seed, is tobe able to unite it 
felf ta each thitig of its ows Kingdom ; for as 
much as it is fubeil, and nothing elfe than 
eAir congeal’d in the Water, by the mean 
of the Greafe or Fatnefs: And it is thus it 
js known, bécaufe it does not mingle, natu- 
rally, with any other thing, whatever, out of 
its 010% Kingdom ; ; it does not diffolve, but is 
congeal’d ; for jt has no need Of Solution, but 
bf Congelation, It is therefore neceflary, that 
the Pores of the Body do open to the end, 
the ape (in the Center ef which, the 
‘Seed 
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Seed is, which is nothing elfe but Air) be 
driven forth; the which, when it. meets 
with a proper Matrix, is congeal’d it felf, _ 
and congeals along with it, what it finds of 
pure, or impure mix’d with thè pure. So 
long as there is Seed in the Body, the Body 
is alive; but when it is quite confum’d, the 
Body dies, for all Bodies after an Emsiffioz of 
the Seed, are debilitated. And Experience 
fhows us, that thofe Men who are moft ad- 
died to Venery, are wilfully the weakeft, 
as Trees after having born too much Fruit, 
become barren. The Seed, then, is a thing 
invifible, as we have fo often faid ; but the 
Speviz is vifible, and is almoft like e living 
- Soul, which is not tobe found in things that 
are dead. It is drawn forth two ways, the © 
_ firft is perform’d gently, and the other with 
Violence. But becaufe in this place we only 
treat of the Vertue of the Seed, I fay, that 
nothing is produc'd in the World without 
Seed, and that by the Vertue, of the fame, all 
things are made and generated. Let all the 
- Sons of the Science therefore know, that it is 
in vain to feek for Seed in a Tree that ts cut 
- down, it is only to be fought for in thofe, 
which are green and intire. 7 
| D4 CHAP. 
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Char VIL 


Of Art, and how Nature ope- 
rates in the Seed, by Art. 


LL Seed whatever, is of no Value, un. 

lefs it be put, either by «Art, or Na- 

ture, into a proper Matrix: And notwith- 
ftanding the Seed, of itfelf, is more noble, - 
than every Creature; yet the Matrix is its 
Life, which makes the Grain or Sperm to 
putrify, and caufes the Casgelation of ‘the | 
pure Point. Moreover, by the Heats of it’s 
Body, it nourifheth it, and makes it grow; 
and this is done in all the three fore-men- 
tion’d Kingdoms of Nature, and is naturally 
perform’d bý: Months, Years, and Succeffion 
of Time.’ But, he is an'ingenious and fubtle 
Artif, who can, in the Mineral, and Vege- . 
table Kjugdoms, find out fome Compendious 
Way, or Abbreviation; which ` cannot be 
done | n the eAni imah Kingdom 
| In 


Car ): 


In the Mineral, Skill and Art ae porfa, : 
what Nature cannot compleat, by Reafon of 
the Crudity of the «Air, which, by it’s Ve» 
hemency, fills the Pores of every Body, not 
within the Bowels of the Earth, but in the 
Superficies thereof, as I have faid before in 
the preceding Chapters. 


But, in order to make thefe Things more 
intelligible, I think it proper to add, that 
the Elements, by a reciprocal Conflit, caft 
their Seed into the Center of the Earth, 
as into their Reims ; and the Center, by a | 
perpetual Motion, fends it forth into the Ma- 
trixes, which are without Number : For, as 
many Places as there are, lo many Matrixes 
are there; yet one more pure than another, _ 
- and fo almoft i» Infinitum. 


Take Notice then, that a pure Matrix will 
generate a pure, and clean Fruit, in it’s own 
Likeneís. As, for Inftance, in eAsimals you 
have the Matrixes of Women, Cows, Mares, 
and Bitches, &c. fo, in the Mineral and Ve- 
getable Kingdoms, there are Metals, Stones, 
Salts : For, in thefe two Kingdoms, the Salts . 

are 
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are chiefly to be confider'd, and their Places, 
according to more or lefs. 


ers 
Of the Commix rion of the Metals; 
or of the Manner of dr. awing 


forth the M etallick Seed. 


have in the preceding Chapters fpo- 

ken of Natare, of eArt, of the Body, 

of the Sperm, and of the Seed: Let us now. 
proceed to the Praffice,to wit, How Metals 
ought to be mix’d, and what «Agreement, 
and Sympathy, they have among themfelves. 
Know then, that a Womaz is the fame Thing 
as a Man; for they are both generated of the 
fame Seed, and in the fame Matrix, there is 
only the Deficiency of ‘Digeftion in the Wo. 
man; and that, as the Matrix, which pros 
duces the Male, has a more pure Blood and 
Salt ; lo the Luza is of the fame Seed as the 
Sun is, they both proceeding from the fame 
Matrix: 


v 
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Matrix: But,inthe Procreationof the Luzé,ot 
Silver, the Matrix had more of Water, than - 
of digefled Blood, according to the Time of . 
the Celeftial Moon, But, that thou may’ft 
more eafily imagine, how the Metals do cons 
gregate, and join together, to caft forth, and 
receivé the Seed, behold the Heavens, and 
the Spheres of the Planets: Thou feeft that 
Satarn is the higheft of all, to whom fuc- 
ceeds Jupiter, then Mars, the Sun, Venus, 
Mercury, and in fine the Moon. -Then again, 
confider, that the Vertues of the Planets do 
not afcend, but defcend: Even Experience 
teaches us, that Mars, or Iron, is eafily con» — 
verted into Venus, or Copper, and not Venus 
into Mars, as being in a lower Sphere. ‘In 
like manner, Jupiter, or Tiz, is eafily tranf- 
muted into Mercury, or Qickfilver, by Rea- 
fon Fupiter is higher than Mercury ; That is- 
the fecond from the’ Firmament, and this is — 
the fecond above the Earth; and Saturz is 
the higheft, and the Moor the loweft; ‘the 
Suz intermingles with them all, but is never 
meliorated by the Izferiors. Now, thou muft | 
obferve, that there is a great Agreement and 
~ Sympathy between Saturz, and the Moon, in 


E fhe Middle of which is the Suz; as there is 


alfo 
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alío between Mercury and Jupiter, Mars and .. 
Venus, who all have the Suz in the Middle, - 


Moft Operators know very well, how Iroz is 
tranfmuted into Copper, without the Suz, 
and how Jupiter is to be converted into Mer- 
cury; nay, there are fome, who of Satarz or 
Lead, can make Luna or Silver: But, if 
they knew how to adminifter the Nature of 
the Suz to thefe Changes, it is certain they 
would find a Thing more ‘precious, than al 
the T veafures of the World. Wherefore, I 

fay, it is.neceflary, to know what Metals 
ought to be join’d together, and which of 
their Natures correfpond and fympathife one 
with the other. There is a certain Metal 
which has the Power to confume all the reft; 
for it is, as it were, their Water, and almoft 
their Mother: And there is but one thing on- 
ly; which refifts it, and betters it, and that 
is the Radical Moifture of the Sex, and of 
the Moon: But, that I may difcover it tQ 
thee, it is the Steel, for fo it is call’d: If it 
be once united with Gold, it cafts forth its 
. Seed, and is debilitated even to Death. Then 
the Stee} conceives, and generates a Sun 


more bright than the Father, afterwards . 


when the Seed of this Som already born, is 
put 
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put into its proper Matrix, 1t purges, and - 


renders it a Thoufand times better difpos’ds 


to bring forth Excellent Fruit. Thereisal. — 


_ fo, another Stee}, which is corhpar’d to this, 


which of it felf, is created by Nature, and 


can by an admirable Force and Power, draw 
forth, and extra& from the Beams of the 
Sun, what fo many Men have fought after, 
‘and which is the beginning of our Work. 


Char X. 


Of the fupernatural Generation of 
the Son, of the Sun. — 


E have treated of the things which 

Nature produces, and God has crea- 
ted, to the end, they who feek after this Sci- 
ence, may more eafily. underftand the poff- 
bility of Nature, and how far fhe can extend 
her Vertues. But that I may not delay any 
longer, 1 fhall now begin to declare the 


Manner, and Art of making the Stone T. 
the * 
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the Philofopbers. Know then, that the 
Stone or Tinéture of the Philofophers, i is no- 
thing elfe but Gold thoroughly digefted ; that 
is tọ fay, reduc'd and brought to. the higheft 
 Digeftion, For the vulgar Gold is like the 
Herb without Seed, which when it attains 
to Maturity, produces Seed: In like mn- 

ner, Gold when it js ripe, cafts forth its Seed, 
or Tigéture. But fome will be apt to ask, 

why Gold or any other Metal, does not pro- 
duce Seed? The Reafon is, hecaníe it can- 
not ripen, for the Cradity of the Air, which 
hinders it froga having a fufficient heat ; and 
in fome places is found impure Gold, which 
Nature would willingly have made ‘perfect, 

had it ace been hinder’d by the Crudity of 
the «Air. * For example, we fee that in Po- 
land, Orange-Trees grow as well as any 
other Trees. In Italy; and other places, 
Whepe they have a Natural Soil, they not an- 
Jy grow, bpt even bear Fruit, becaufe they 
have there a fufiicient Heat : But ia cold Cli- 
mates, they cant do fo; for when they fhould 
Tipen, they are at a- ftand, by teafon of the 
Cold; and, therefpreycarimor advance to Mas 
tprity, through the Crgdity of thee4ir. $e 
is en this account, kii they never beat’ hd- 
| turally, 


A 
turally, any good Fruit in thofe places, but 
if it happens that Natere be afifted gently, 
and with Iadsfiry, as by watering them with 
warm Water, and keeping them in : proper 
places, to preferve them from the feyerity of 
the Weather, then eArt' perfets what Nar 
ture could not have done. The fame thing 
intirely happens ta Metals, Gold is able to 
bring forth Freit and Seed, in which it 15 ca- 
pable of being multiply’d by the Induf?rx of 
a skilful a4r£7/4, wha knows how to help and 
forward Natere ; othérwile, if he would um 
dertake todo it without Nature, he would 
milcarry in the attempt» For not only ia 
this Science, but likewife in all others, all 
we can do, is to help Nature, and we can 
help it hy no other Means, than that of Fire’ 
end Heat. But, as this carinot be done, in 
a Metallic Body coageaPd, becaufe the Spi- 
rits do. not appear, it is requifite, firft, that 


the Body be diffolv’d, and that the Pores 


thereof be open’d, to:the end, Nature may 
be able to operate. Now, that the Reader 
may know, what fort of Solution this ought 
to be, I fhall here acquaint him, that not- 
withftanding there are many kinds of. Diffo- 
lutions, which are of no Utility, yet they por 

e | all 
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all reducible to two, of which the one only 


is trué and natural ; the othet is violent, une — 


det which, all the unprofitable ones are cóm- 
‘pris’d ; the Natural is this, the Pores of the 
Body muft be open’d in otr Water, to the 
end, the Seed may be fent forth cof&ted, and 
digefted, and then put into its proper. Ma- 


trix. But our Water, is a Celeftial Water, 


which does not wet the Hands, not valgar, 
and is almoft like Rain Water: "The Body 


is the Gold, which affords the Seed, and it is — 


our Luxe ( not the vulgar Silver ) which re- 
ceives the Seed, The whole is afterwards 

overn’d by our continual Fire, during -the 
face of feven Months, and fometimes ten, 
until our- Water have’ confum'd three, and 
leave ose, and that ad “Duplum: After this, 
it is nourifl’d by the: Melk of the Earth, or 


by the Fatrefs which is generated in the - 


` Breafts of the Earth, and is -govern'd and 
preferv’d from Prtrefaction. And. thùs is 
begot, this Child of the fecond Generation. 


Let us pafs now froin the Daa to: the 


Practic. 


CHAP. 


— 
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e teat teeta eat 
Char XL 


Of the Praxis and Compofition of 
‘the Stone, or Phyfical Tindure, 
according to Art. - 


| | 
E haveextended our Difcourfethrough 

Y the many foregoing Chapters, gi- 
ving things to be underftood by Examples, | 
to the end the Praxis might the more eafily 
be comprehended, which in imitating Na- 
ture, ought to be perform’d after this 
manner. Take of our Earth -eleven De- 
grees, eleven Grains, and of our Gold ( not 
of the vulgar Gold ) one Grain ; of ogr Sil- 
ver, and not of the valgar Silver, two 
Grains: But here I muft particularly caution 
thee, not to take the vulgar Gold nor Sila 
ver, becaufe they are dead, and have no kind 
of Life: Take therefore exrs which are li- 
ving, and put them into our Fire, and 
there will arife from thence, a dry Liquor, 
| | E firft 
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firt the Earth will be refolv’d into a Water, 
which is cald, the Mercary af the ‘Phila 
fophers; and this Water refolves the Bodies 
of the Suz and Moon, and confymes them, 
in fuch manner, that there remains thereof, 
but the tenth part, with one part ; and that 
is what is call'd, the Radical Metallic Moi- 
fiure. Then take of the Water of Sal Ni- 
tre, drawn from our Earth, in which isthe . 
Rivulet, and living Water : -Jf thou know’ft 
how to hollow and dig in the Genuine and 
natural Pit, take therein fome very clear Wa- 
ter, and into this Water, thou fhalt put 
that Radical Moifture, fet the whole in the 
Fire of Putrefaction, and Gexeratiag, how. 
ever not as thou didft in the jir/t Operation ; 
Govern all with great Skill and Difcretion, 
till the Colours appear like the Tail of a 
Peacock: Govern well, ftill digefting, til 
fuch time as the Colours ceafe, and, thas 
throughout the whole Matter, but one Green 
Colour only appears, and let it not feem tes 
dious to thee ; and fo of the reft: And when | 
thou fhalt fee, at the Bottom of the Veffel, 
eAfhes of a Brawzih Colour, and the Water 
Redifh, open the Velel; then dip a Fea- 
ther therein, and befmear a Piece of Iroa 

therewith 
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therewith, if it tinges, have in readinefs, 
fome of the Water, of which 1 fhall fpeak 

by and by, and put in as much of the faid 
= Water, as there did enter of Crude Air; 
concoét the whole over again, with the fame 
| Fire as above, until it tingeth. | 


The Experience E have made thereof, is 
` arriv’d to this Point, this is all I can-do, I 
have found out no more. But the Water 
- I mention, ought to be the Menftruum of © 
the World, drawn from the Sphere of the 
Moon, and reCtify’d fo many times, that it 
may be able to calcine the Sun. Herel was 
willing to diftover all to thee; and if fome- 
times thou underftand’ft my Intention, and 
not my Words, or Syllables, E have reveal’d 
all to thee, efpecially as to the Brit and fe 
cond wo 3 


But there remains fomething: for us to 
fay, concerning the Fire. The frf? Fre, or. 
the Fire of the firft Operation, is a Fire of 
one Degree continual, which’ encompaffes 
_ the Matter; the fecond ds a Natural Five, 
which digefts the Matter and fixeth it. 1 
tell thee in truth, that I have difcover’d to 

| | E 2 thoe, 
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thee, the Regimen of the Fire, if thou un- 
eae Nature. 


Now we muft fpeak alfo, of the vege. 
The Veffel ought to be that of Nature, and 
two are fufficient. The Veffel for the firk 
work muft be rouzd, and that of the fecond, 
zot quite fo round; it muft be of Glafs, in 
the Form of a Vial, or Egg. But know, that 
in all things, and every where, the Fire of 
Nature is but one, and if there be a feeming 
difference, it is occafion’d by the diftance of 
the Placts. 4 ~ 


° The Veffel of Nature is likewife one, but 
we make ufe of two, to fhorten the Work. 
The Matter is alfo one, but of two Subftan- 
ces. If then thou apply’ft thy Mind, to the ` 
Produétion of things, confider firft, thofe 
which are already created. For if thou cant — 
‘not. accomplifh thefe which are commonly 
before thine Eyes, with great difficulty wilt 
thou atchieve thofe which are not yet genera- 
ted, and which thou defireft to produce; I - 
fay produce, for. thou muft know, that thou 
can’ft create nothing, that being what be- 
longs properly to God alone : But to make 

thofe 
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thofe things which are occult, and hidden 
under a Vail or Shade, become apparent, 
and to render them marifet and evident, 
and remove their Shadow, that is what is — 
fometimes permitted to thofe Philofophers - 


. who have underftanding, and God grants it 


to tiem through the miniy of Nature. 


Confider a little, I pray thee, the Gmple 
Water of a Cloud, who would believe that 
it centains in it felf, all the things which 
are in the World, bard Stones, Salts, Air, | 


_ Earth, Fire, &c. Since it outwardly appears, 


to be nothing elfe than fimple Water. What 
fhall I fay of the Earth, which contains, 


Fire, «Air, Salts, and yet appears to be on- 


ly Earth ? O wonderful Nature! which can 


by the mean of the Water, produce excellent 
Fruits in the Earth, and give and maintain 


Life in them, by the mean of the «Air. All 
thefe things are done, and yet the Eyes of 


the vulgar do not fee it, but the Eyes of the 


underftanding, and Imagination alone fee it, 
and that with a moft ravifhing perception, 


‘For the Eyes of the Sages behold Nature af- 
ter another manner, than ordinary Eyes do, 


as for a the Eyes of the vulgar fee 
E 3 that 
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that the Sw# is hot; whereas the Eyes of 


the Philofophers on the contrary, fee that 


the Sun is rather cold, but that his Motioas > 


are hot: For his A€tions, and Effe&ts are 
known by the diftance of Places, 


The Firé of Natare is not different from 


- that'of the Sv, it is but one, and the fame _ 


thing. For in like manner, as the Sum occu- 


pies the Center, and the Middle, among 


-the Spheres of the Planets, and from that Cen- 
_terof the Heavens, difperfes his heat down- 
ward by his Motion; fo is there in the Cen- 
ter of the Earth, a terrefirial San, which by 
its perpetual Motion, fends forth its Heat or 
Beams upward, to the Surface of the Earth: 
And undoubtedly, this Intrinfecal heat, is 
much ftronger, and more efficacious, than 
the. Elementary Fire ; but it is temper’d by a 
terreftrial Water, which from Day to Day, 
penetrates the Pores of tlie Earth, and re- 
frefhes it. In like manner, the e4zr which 
daily flies about the Globe ofthe Earth, tem- 
pers the Cele/izal Sun, and moderates its 
heat; if it were not fo, all things would be 
confum'd by this heat, and nothing could be 
- brought forth. For as the invifible Fire, 


or 


— 
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or Central heat would confume all, if the 
. Water did not interpofe and temper it, fo the 
"heat of the Sea, would deftroy all, were le 
not for the Intervening Air. | 


“But 1 (hall now declare in few Words, 
how the Elements att among themfelves. 
There is a Central Sun in the Center of the- 
Earth, which by its Motion, or by the Mo- 
tion of its Firmament, fends forth a great 
heat, which extends it felf to the Superficies 
df the Earth. This heat caufes Air in thìs 
manner, the Matrix of the Air is Water, | 
which begets Sons of its own Nature, but. 
unlike it felf, and much more fubtil ; for the 
- Arr can enter there, where a Paflage is de- 
ny’d to Water, when then this Central heat 
(which is perpetual) aéts, it heats and 
makes this Water diftil, and fo this Water, 
by the force of the heat, is chang’d into 
eAir, and by this mean paffes even to the 
Superficies of the Earth, becaufe it cannot - 
bear being pent up, and after it is become 
cool, it refolves it felf into Water in the op- 
pofite places. . 


E4 However, 
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However, it happens fometimes, that not 
only the Air, but alfo the Water with it, get 
out as far asthe Superficies of the Earth; 
as we fee black Clouds are fometimes by vio- 
lence rais’d up in the Air, of which 1 fhall 
give you a very familiar Example. Heat 
fome Water in a Pot, and you fhall fee that 
with a flow Fire, gentle Vapours will arife, 
and foft Winds: And by a ftronger Fire, you 
fhall fee thicker Clouds appear. Now the 
Central beat operates after the fame manner, 
it converts into eAir the moft fubtil and thin- 
neft Water; and that which comes out of the 
Salt, or out of the Fatnefs, which is thicker 
She diftributes to the Earth, of which divers 
things are generated ; and the remainder is 
- chang’d into Rocks and Stones. 


Here it might be objected, that ifthe thing ` 
were fo, it ought to be done continually ; 
and yet it very often happens, that there is 
notany Wind at all felt, To thisI anfwer, 
that there is no Wind rais’d, when the Wa- 
ter is not pour’d violently into the diftillatory 
Veffel, for a little Water excites but a little 
Wind. You Tee, “it does not always Thun- 

der, 


tay: 


der, tho? it be Windy, but only aher by 


the force of the Air, a foul Water is carried — 


with Violence up to the Sphere of Five: 
For Fire cannot endure Water, we have an 
Example hereof, before our Eyes. When 
you caft cold Water into a hot Furnace, you 
are fenfible of what Thunders it excites, but 
if you ask why the Water does not enter vni- 


formly into thofe Places, and Cavities? The , 


Reafon is, becaufe there are many of thole 
kinds of Places, and Veffels; fometimes a 
Concavity, by the mean of the Winds, fhall 
drive forth of it felf the Water, for the {pace 
of fome Days, or even Months, till fuch 


time as the Water fhall again meet witha | 


Repercuffion, as we fee it happens in the 
Sea, whofe Waves are fometimes driven to 
the extent of many Leagues, before they can 


meet with any thing that can repel them, and 


by Repercufion make them return to the 
place from whence they came. 


But let us refume our Purpofe, I fay that 


Fire or Heat is the Caufe of the Motion of © 


the eAir, and that it ts the very Life of all 
things, and that the Earth is the Nurfe or 
Ro pide thereof. But if there were not 

Water 
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Water to refrefh our Earth, ahd our Air, 
then the Earth would be dry’d up for thefe 
two Reafons, viz. by reafon of the heat, as 
well of the Central Motio, asof the Celefti- 
a). Neverthelefs, that happens in fome pla- 
ces, when the Pores of the Earth are ftop’d, 
in fuch manner, that the Humidity or Moi- 
- fture cannot penetrate them ; for then by the 
Correfpondence of the two Suns, to wit the 
Celeftial .and the Central, ( becaufe they 
have a Magnetic Vertue, each towards the 
other ) the Suy inflames and burns the Earth. 


i And fo the World will perifh one day. 


Do thou then take Care, that the Opera- 
tios in our Earth be fuch, that the Central 
beat may change the Water into Air, in 
Order to its going forth, and rifing even 
above the Superficies of the Earth, and dif- 
perfing the reft-(as I have already faid) 
through the Pores of the Earth, and then on 
the contrary, the e4ér will be chanp’d into 
a Water, much thinner and more fubtil than 
the firft was: And that will be done accor- 
dingly, if thou giv’ft toour old Man Gold 

and Silver to devour, to the end he may con- 
| | {ume 
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fume them, and that he himfelfatlaft, being 


alío ready to expire, may be burnt, and his 
Afhes be difpers'd in the Water; con-ott 
the whole, till it be enough, and then thou 


haft a Medicine which cures the Leftro/,. 


Be careful at leaft, not to miftake the cold — 
for the hot, or the hot for the. cold; mirgle 
Natures with Natures, if there be an: thing 
contrary to Nature; for one thing alone is 


neceflary to thee; feperate it, ibat Nature. 


may be like. unto Nature, do this wih E e, 
and not by manual Operation, and know thot 
if thou doft not follow Nature, all thy labour. 
is in vain. Now, I fwearto thee by the moft 
holy God, that I have here told thee, all that 
a Father can fay to a Son, let him therefore 


who has Ears, liften, and him who has un- 


derftanding comprehend. 


CHAP. 
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Cuar XIL 
Of the Stone, and its Vertue. | 


E have difcours’d amply enough in 

the foregoing Chapters, of the Pro- 
duction of Natural things, of the Elements, 
and of the firff and fecond Matters, of “Bo- 
_ dies, and Seeds, and in fine, of their Ufe and 
Vertue. Y have likewife defcrib’d, the ma- 
king of the Philofophical Stone; but I [hal 
now reveal full as much as Nature has gran- 
ted to me in reference thereto, and what 
Experience has difcover’d to me, concerning 
the Vertue thereof. But, that I may again, 
fummarily and in few Words, recapitulate 
the Subject of thefe twelve Chapters, and 
that the Reader who fears God, may the 
better conceive my Intention, and Meaning, 
the thing is thus. If any one doubts of the 
truth of the eArt, let him read the Writings 


of the i eonna by Reafon and 
Ex] e. 
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Experience, to whofe fayings (as being wore. 
thy of Credit) Faith ought to be given, 
without difficulty. But if any one, too te- 
macious of his own Opinion, will not be- 
lieve their Writings, then we muft keep up. 
to that Maxim which fays, that one ought 
not to difpute againft him who denies Prin- 
ciples; for the deaf and the dumb, cannot 
talk. Now, pray let me ask you, what pre- 
vogative all the other things in the World 
can, or ought to have, above the Metals? 
Why by denying them alone to have Seed, 
we fhould wrongfully exclude them from the 
Bleffing the great Creator gave to all things, 
immediately after the Creation of the World, 
according to the Teftimony of facred Writ 2? 
Now, if we are forc'd to acknowledge, that 
the Metals have a Seed, who is the Man 
would be fo foolifh, as not to believe, that 
they are capable of being multiply’d in their 
Seed? The Art of Chymiffry is true in its Na- 
ture, and fo is Nature too; but a true eAr- 
tijt is feldom found : Nature is one, there is 
but one eArt, but there are divers Workmen,. 
Now as to Natures drawing forth things out 
of the Elements, it generates them through 
the Will sie God, of the fir Matter, jr | 

God 
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God alone knows, Natare produces things, 
and multiplies them by the mean of the fe- 
cond Matter, this the ‘Philofophers know. 
Nothing is done in the World, but through 
the Will of God, and of Nature; for each 
Element is in its -own Sphere, but the one 
cannot be without the other; and yet con- 
join’d together, they do not agree: But Wa- 
ter is the moft worthy of all the Elements, 
becaufe it is the Mother of all things, and 


the Spirit of Fire fwims upon the Water. 


By the mean of the Fire, the Water becomes 
the firf? Matter, which is effected by the 
Confli& of the Fire with the Water; and fo 
are generated Winds, and Vapours, proper 
and eafy to be congeal’d with the Earth, by 
the Crese eAir, which from the beginning 
.was feperated from it: This is done incef- 
fartly, and by a perpetual Motion; for Fire 
or Heat is excited, or ftir’d up only by Mo- 
tie. This is feen manifeftly, at all the Ar- 


| era Shops who file From, which by the 


viclent Motion of the File, becomes as hot 


as if it had been heated in the Fire. Motion 


then eaufes Heat, Fleat moves - the Water, 
the Motion of the Water produtes eAtr, 
which isthe very Life ofall living things. 


All 
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All things are therefore, produc’d by Wa- 


3er, in the manner 1 have faid before, for 


from the mof fubtil Vapour of the Water, 
proceed thofe things which are fubtzl, and 
light ; from the Oil of this fame Water, come 
things which are more heavy, and from its 
Salt do arife things much finer, and more 
excellent than the firft. But becaufe Na- 


tyre is fometimes hinder’d from producing 


things, in their purity, by reafon that the 
Vapour, the Fataefs, and the Salt are fpoil’d, 


- and are mix’d in impure, and foul places of 


the Earth; from thence Experience has 
taught us, to feparate the pure from the zm- 
pure. If then you will by your Operation ' 
a€tually mend Nature, and give ita more - 
perfeét and accomplifh’d Being; diflolve the 
Body you will make ufe of, feparate from it, 
what is heterogeneous, and f{trange to Nature, 
and purge it; unite pure things to pure 
things, ‘the concocted to the concofted, and 
the crude ones to the crude, and this accor- 
ding to the weight and proportion of Mature, . 
and not.of the Matter: For, you ought to 
know, that the Central Salt Nitre, does not . 
take' more Earth, whether pure or pos 

than 
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than it has need of. pe the Fatnels, or 
Unituoufne/s of the Water governs, and ma- 
nages it felf after another manner, for it can 
never be had pure; it is the «Air which 
cleanfeth it by a double heat, and again re- 
unites and conjoins it. | 


ary Conclafisn 
of the Twe ve > foregoing Trea- 
tes or Chapters. — — - 


o Friendly Reader, o | 


| I compos'd' the foregoing Treatifes, in “fae 
vour of the Sons of the eArt, tothe end, 
that before they begin to work, they may 
be duly inform’d of the Operations which 
Nature teaches us, and after what manner 
fre produces all things in the whole:World ; 
that they may not lofe their time, and at- 
tempt.to enter the Door without having the 
Keys thereof: For,it is certain, that he la= 
bours in vain, who fets- his Hand to the 
Work, 
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| Work, without firft having 4 preliminary 


| Kerledge of Nater¢. oe 


Re ‘He, who i in this. holy, e aii Sci. | 
ence, has not the Suz fora, Flamboy to light 
him, and'to.whom. the. Moox thal. not difco- 
ver her fiver. Light, in the Ob/curity of the 
Night, will undoubtedly walk in perpetual 
Darknefs, Nature has a proper and pecus 
Kiar, Light, which does not appear. to the 
Sight; the Body isto our Eyes the Shadow 
of Nature, wherefore the very Moment any 
one is -illuminated by. this beautiful natural 
Light, all Clouds are diffipated, and vanifh 
from before his Eyes; he tramples on all diffi. 


- culties, all. things are clear, prefent and mas 


nifeft tohin; and without any rub or impe- 


. diment, he: is able to fee the ‘Point of our 
Magnefia, which correfponds to the one, and 


the other Center of. the Sum, and of the 
Earth; for the Light of Nature, darts its 
Rays fo far, and difcovers' to us what there 


os is moft hidden ‘in its Bofom.. Take this for 


an Example, .let a little Boy. and a little a 
be cloth’d with the like Garments, and plac’ 

one by the other, no body will be ableta 
know which of the two is the Male or the 
F Female, 
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Female, becawlé our fight cannot penetrate; 
fo far as the Interiozr; wherefore our Byes 
deceive us, and make us take the falfe for 
the trae : But when they are undref?d, and 
ftrip'd naked, fo that it may be feeh what 
Nature forin’d them, the one and the other 


~ - -$10 >: 
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O holy and wonderful Nature! which does 
not fuffer the Sons of the Scterce to ert, as 
thou fhow’ft every Day in all A@tions, ahd 
in the Courfe of human Life. a 7 


Now, I have in the twelve foregoing 
Chapters, alledg'd all thefe natural Reafons; 
that the Reader who feats God, and is defis 
rous to know; may the more eafily compres 
hend, all that Y have feen with mine Eyes, 


and have perform’d with my own Hands, 


without any Deceit or Sophifticarion ; for 
Without Light, and without the Kpowledgé 
of Nature, it is impoffible to attain to the 
Perfection of this Art, unlels it be by a pez 


` 


cidiar Revelation, or by a fecret Demons 


` 


_firatión, made by a Friend. tt is a thing 


Which is vile, and at the fame time, 
precious, which 1 fhafl repeat again, not=- 
withftanding I have already defcrib’d it. 
Take of our efir ten parts, of liviag Gold, 
or of living Luna one part, put the whole in- 
to thy Vellel, co& this «Air, to the end, it 
may fitft become Matér, and then after. 
Wards be no longer Water : If thou art ig- 
horant of this, and doft not know howto 
cot the «Air, undoubted ly thou wilt ert, bë. 
. = F2 ` O caufe 
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caufe that is the true matter of the Philofo- 
phers. For thou muft take what is, butis 
not. feen, until it fhall pleafe the Operator ; 
that is, the Water of our Dew, from which 
is drawn the Salpetre of the Philofophers, 
by the means whereof all things grow, and 
are: nourifh’d.. Its Matrix is the Center of 
the Sax, and of the Maon, as well Celeftial 
as. Terreftrial; and that. 1 may. {peak more 
plainly, it is our Magwet- or, Load-Stone, 
which 1 have, elfewhere call’d Steel.. The 
emir. generates. this Magnet, and this Magnet 
generates, or.makes our eAir appear. I have 
here religioufly told thee the truth, pray to 
God, that he: will: be pleas’d to favour thy un- 
dertaking; and fo. fhalt thou have. in. this 
place, the true Interpretation o of the. Words 
of Hermes, who: affirms, that its Father. is 
the Sun, and. the Moon its Mother; that the 
Wind has born ‘it in its. Belly,.to wit, the 
Sal-eAlcali, which | the.. Philofophers, have © 
denominated Sa] oAjmaniac and. Vegetable, 
hidden in the Belly, of, the. Magnefia., Its 
Operation is thus, thou. mgh diffolve. the Air 
which „is. congeaf'd, in. which thou fhalt dif- 
{lve the tenth part af Gold, feal this, and 
work... with, OM Fire, until the Air is 
-  chang’d 
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thang"d into a Powder ; “and : thei having: 


got the Salt ofthe World, iru COONS rs will 


appear 


Y would. :have deferib’d de EN Procefi 
in thefe Treatifes, but. becaufe ‘it is fuffici- 
ently explain’d, with the manner how: td 
multiply it, in the Books of Raymundus Lul- 
lius, and thofe of other ancient Philofopher's; 
I was contented to treat only, of the ff? and 
fecond Matter, which 1 have done fincetely, 
and with an :open Heart, and: do not ima+ — 
gine, tliat any:Man in the World has done 
it better, or. more amply than my felf: For, - 
I did not learn what I have faid,: from. the 
reading of Books,: but .by-having -experienc’d 


dt, and: made it with my own ‘Hands. -If 


then, ‘thou doft not underftand: me; ot-wilt 
not. believe the truth, do not accufe dr blame | 
my Book, but thy: Telf, and believe that God 
does .not’ think ‘it fit, to reveal this Sécret. to 
thee.:. Pray: to. him thereforeswith: A fliduity, 
and read my Book over feveral times,:and — 
chiefly the Epilogue to the twelve Chapters, 
always confidering the poffibility of Nature, 
and the edétzons of the. Elements, and what 
there is moft particular in them, and princis 


E 3 S „pally 
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pally in the Ravefaftiax of the Water, er of 
the efir, for the Heavens and the whole 
World were created fo, I was willing to 
declare all this to thee, as e Father would 
have done to bis Son, do not wonder after 
all, that I have made fo many Chapters of it ; 
ir was not for my felf that I did it, fince Y 
have no need of Books, but for the Benefit 
of many, who work upen empty Matters, 
and {pend their Wealth unprofitably.. Ine — 
deed 1 could have compris’d the whole in 
few Lines, day I may fay, in few Words, 
but 1 was willing to lead thee by Reafons, 
and Examples, to the Knowledge of Natare, 
that thou mightft know firft of all, what 
thou ought’ to feek, whether the frh, or 
the Second Matter; and that Nature, ¡ts 
Light, aad its Shadow, might be known to 
thee. Do not fret, if mermas thou find’ft 
CootraitGions in my Writings, for it isthe 
general Cuftom of all the ‘Philafaphers, nay 
thou hat need of them, if thor doft but unr 
derftand them; the Rolf is wot without its 
Prickies. ` 


% Weigh and contidler friouly, what I have 
7 e before, . co wit, after what manner the 
P | Elements 
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Elements diil the Radical Moiflure to the 
Center of the Earth; and how the Terrefri- 
al and Cextral Sea repels and fublimes it by 
its perpetual Motion, even to the Surface of 
the Earth. I have moreover faid, that the 
Geleftial Sun has a correfpondence with the 
Ceutral Suz; for the Celeftial Sux and the 
Moen have a peculiar Forge, and a wonder- 
ful Vertue, to diftil on the Earth by their 
Rays, for Heat eafily ùnites with Heat, and 
Sale with Salt. And as the Centred Sua has 
its Sea, and a perceptible Crude Water, fo 


«the Celeftial Su» has likewife its Sea, and a 


fubtile and imperceptible Water In the 
Superficies of the Earth, the Rays are united — 
with the Rays, and produce Flowers and all 
other things, wherefore when it Rains, the 
Rain takes from the eAír a certain Force or 
Vertue of Life, and conjoins it’ with the Sai 
Nitre of the Earth, ( becaufe the Sai Nitre 
of the Earth, by its ficcity or drynefs attracts | 
the Air to it felf, which e4ir it refolves îr- 
to Water, as Tartar Calci#’d does: And the 
Sal Nitre of the Earth has this Vertue of - at» 
trading the «Air, becaufe it has been ¿ir it 
felf, and is united with the Fatzefs of the 
Earth, ) and the more abundantly the Beams 


de F 4 of 


of the Suni beat, the greater quantity of Sab 
Nitre is made, ahd by confequeñce, a more 
plentiful Crop of Wheat:is-produc'd by the — 
Earth, ‘this Experience teachés us daily, © - - 
A AA ee O a 
. Twas willing to unfold, tothe ignorant 
only. ). the Carrefponderice::all: things: have 
among thernfelves, ¿nd the :efficacions Ver- 
tue of. the: Say, Moam, and: Stars y for the 
- Learned havé no: need of this Inftruétion, our 
Matter appears ithe Eyes. of all the World, 
and. yet is -not known, 0. our Heaver!.O — 
our Water! O-aur Méreury! 0 our Sal: Nic 
tre, which arein: the-Sea of thd World! O- 
nur Vegetable 4 O` our , Sulphur fix’d and vo: 
tatile d ¿O. Capyt.Mortuim,: or Feces of our 
Sen l. Matern that: does nót. wet, without — 
Which; mo: Badyrinithe World can live, and 
‘without: which; nothiog is produc’d -or gel 
erated, ¢hroughout.the whole Earth ! Thefe 
arg the’; Epithets of. the ‘Bird. of: Hermes, 
- which ineverirefts; Xt! is ofa fmallPrice, no 
hodynean: be without it, . And thus. thoù. haft 
difcâyer’d -rg thee, the. molt: precious thing 
£hatb ds ria she! World, ‘whic dstell thee, is 
ablólutely..nd other , thing! chan aur Pontic 
Jrei£rs which: congeals. in the Sax, and the © 
2° a > OE Mogn, 


~~ 
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Moon, and neverthelefs is drawn from the- P 
Suz; and the” Moon, by the means of our < 
Steel, with a Philofophical Skill, and aftera 
furptifing manner, if it be manag'd by a 
we Soa of the Science. de 


I had | no Aelen, to have publi ‘this 


Book, for the Reafons I have alledg’d in the 
Preface; but the defire I have to gratify in- 


genuous’ Minds, and be ferviceable to true 
Philofophers, prevail’d with me; fo that [ 
was ‘willing, to manifeft my- good Will to 
thofe who know mé, and to make known 
to thofe who know ¢he- Art, that T am their 
Companion and Equal, and ‘am defirous of — 


_ their Acquaintance.. I do not doubt, but 


there are divers Perfons of Merit andá good 
Conftience, who: poffefs fecretly this great 
Gift of God: But I beg, and conjure them, 
that they have in fingular recommendation 
the ‘filence of Harpocrates, and that they 


- will become wife, and cautious by -my Exe. 


ample, and Dangers. For every time F no- 
tify'd my Telf to the great ones, it prov ’d al- 


ways either dangerous ' or detrimental to me, 


fo that by thefe Writings, I manifeft my felf 
to = Sons of Hérmés, and at the fame time, 
, 1 inftrugt 
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I infeed the ignorant, and fot shaf whe 
wander and go aftray, ¡nta the right way, 
Let the Heirs of the Sczeace therefare he af 
fured, that they -eannoy keep ina more cere. 
tain, and better way, than that which Y 
have here fhown them: Let them ftick to it 
then, for F have openly declard al things, 
but chiefly what regards the Extraftion of 
our Sal ¿Armoniac, pr Philofopbicel Mercury, 
drawn from our Powtie Water, And if J 
hava not very clearly reveal’d the ufe of this 
Water, it is becaule the great Maffer of Na- 
fare, does not permit mete fay more, it be» 
longing to Ged alone to reveal this Secret, 
be knowing the Hearts, and Minds of Men, | 
and being able to open the underftanding of 
him who. fhali feduloufly have recourfe to 
him by Prayer, and fhall read over this 
Freatile feveral times. — 


- The Velfel (as Į have already faid ) is but 


ene from the beginning to the end, or at moft 


two are fufficient; The Fire muft alfo be 
= sontiayal, in’ either Work; on which aç- 
gount, ler thefe who err, read the Tenth 
‘and Eleventh Chapters. For if thou doft 
des in a third Matter, thon fhalt efe — 

nothing, 
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nothing, and ifthou wilt know whothey are, 


= who work in this third Matter, they are 


Such, who-leaving our Salt which is but one, 
and is the trye Mercury, amufe themfelves in- 
working upon Herbs, Animals, Stones, and 
Minerals. For excepting pur Sun, and our — 
Moon, which is cover”d with the Sphere ef 
Saturn, there is nothing that is really true. 


Whoever therefore, defires to attain to 
the wifh’d for end, let him know the Con- 
verfion of the Flemeats ; let him know how 
to make that ponderous, which of je felf is 
light; and let him moreover know, how to 
make that which of it felf is Spirit, be no lone 
ger fuch, then he will not work ona foreign, 
gnd out of the way Subject. The Fire is - 
the Regimen of all, and, indeed, all that is 
done in this Art, is done by Fire, and ng 
otherwife, as we have fufficiently demonttra» 
ted heretofore. 


Adicu, friendly Reader, may’{t thou long 
enjoy my Labours, which I do affure thee 
are confirm’d by divers Experiments which ] 
have made Peer Enjoy themI fy, oo | 

l lory 


at EE et 
Glory of thë great God, to the Salvation of". 
‘thy Soul, aud to the Benefit of thy Neighbour, 


A. Philofophical Enigma, by the |. 
- fame Author, to the Sons of 

oe TMB, o S T 
Have ‘already difcover”d, and manifelted’  : 
- AL to-you, O Children of: the Science! all - 
that depended, ‘on thé Spring of the Univer- » 
fal Fountain, in fo much, that there-is no+ - 
thing mote’ left tb fay ; for in my’ foregoing 
Chapters, 1 have fufficiently explain’d - by 
Examples,‘ what‘ Nature is: 1 have declar’d 
the Theory,'and Praxis, :as: much ás I had 
leave -to do! it. But that no body may bé > 
able to complain, that 1 have writ in too 
Laconic a manner, and that I have omitted 
fomething through -my ‘Brevity, 'aid Con- 
cifenefs, I (hall again defcribe'to you, ' at full 
length; thie whole Work; yet aftet-an Enig- 
matical ‘way, to the-end; you may"know, 
to what degree I have attain’d by the dir 

| 199 
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; God. alone.: 


pa 


. fion of the great God. “There are an Infini- 


ty of: Books, which treat.of this. Art; but 


- you will hardly find in any one of. them, the 
truth fo clearly unfolded +. This I was willing, - 
- to do, : becaufe I have. Often: -convers’d with, © 
_feveral , Perfons, : who. thought. they: under- 
- ftood very well the “Writings of the Philofo- 
. phers ; but Teafily found ,out . by their Dif- 


courfe, that they. interpreted them much 
more. fubtily than Nature. requir’d, ‘which 
is fimple: Nay, all my Words, altho” full 
of truth, feem’d to: them neverthelefs too 
yile, and mean for their Genius, which eon- 
ceiv’d, only fublime and incredible things. 
Nay, I- have fometimes declard the Science, 


_ Word: for Word, tofome of ? em, who have 


never, made the leaft Refleftion thereon, be- 


- gaufe they. did not believe there was any 


Water in: our Sea, and yet they would país 
for Philofophers. Since. then, thefe Perfons 
could not underftand m Words, utter’d 
without any Riddle or. Obfcurity, I am not 


afraid (as were other ‘Philofophers ) that any 
- body will t00.eafly underftand them; and 


indeed it isa Gift which i is cado on us by 
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ft is certriñly true, that if ifi this Sciéricas 
4 Subtility of Genius were requifite, andthae 
the thing ‘wére fach, that it- could be per- 
 ceiv'd by thé Eyes of the Vulgar, I have 
met with Ané Genii; and Minds altogether 
fir to inguire into the like things: But, I 
once moré tell you, that you muft be fimple, 
that is to fay éagennozs, and not too wilt, 
till fuch time as you have found the Secret : 
For when you fhall orice have attain’d to it, 
Prudence will neceffarily and of Cout{é ate 
tend you; arid you will likewife be able td 
write with éafe, à great many Books, which 
undoubtedly is much more eafy tó him who 
sin thé Center, and fees the thing, than tó 
hith who walks on the Circumference, and 
knows ho farther than by hear-fay. You 
have the matter of all things plamly de- 
ferib'd, but 1 muft again advertife you, that . 
if you will attain to this Secret, you mult 
above all things, have recourfé to Prayer, itt 
the next place, love your Neighbour, and 
in fine, not perplex yout Héad with things 
which are fo fubrile, that Natare her felF 
knows nothing of them: But keep firm, 
firm I lay, iz the fimple Way of Nature, be- 
ES | | caufe 
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caufe in this Iimplicity, you may fooner lay 
your Finger on the thing it felf, than you 
can have any Perception thereof, in the midft - 
of fo many Subtilities. | 


- Tn the Perufal of my Writings, do notat- 
tend the Syllables only, but always cohfider 
Natare, and what {hé can do; and before 
you begin the Work, have a right Concept. 
on of what you feek after, and of what fs the 
drift and final end of your Intention; for it 
is much bétter to learn it by the Imaginati- 


on and Underftandirig, than by manual Ope- 


fitions, and at your own expence. Ite - 
you once more, that you muft find out a 
thing which is hidden, from which with a 
wonderful Artificé, and: Skill, is drawn chat 
Humidity, which without Vidlence and 
Noik diffolves Gold, nay even fo gently, and 
naturally, as warm Water difíblves, and . 
liquiñies Ice. IF you Have oncé found that, 
you have the thing, out of which Gold was 
firft produc’d by Mater’: And notwithftane 


- ding the Metals, and all other things in the 


World, take their Origin from it, yet no 
thing ís fo much a Friend to it, as Gold; fot 
m afl other things, theré is fome Impurity, 

| | whereas, 
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whereas,; in Gold -there--is none; for which 
Realon, it ‘is as one may e the Maher sl 
Gold. | ? 


And therefore 1 conclude thus; that ie o 
will not: become wife by my Advertifements, 
that you will hold me excus’d, fince I delire 
nothing more than to do you a; good Office, 
which] have done with as much Fidelity,. as 
Thad leave, for, and . like : Man of- a good. 
Contcience, ... If. you ask who: t am, I-am 
€ofmopolita,. that is: to fay,.a .Citigen of. the 
World: Tf. you know. me, and -are:defirous 
to how. your felves, honeft, ¿and Perfons of 
Probity, you: will. bẹ filent ;.if you: do not 
know, me,:do not endeavour. ta; ‘inform. your 
felves of.me, for: I fhall never declare, more 
-toany.Maz ‘living, than E have dong in this 
7 publick, Writing. ; , Beljeve me, if I were.not 
a Perfon,of. that Rank and Conditian that I 
am, nothing. would be mote’ agreeable tome, 
than ai foljtgry Life, or dike, another, ‘Diogezes, 
to live-in a, Tub; For perceive; that all that 
this, World, affords, is mere. Vanity ; E that 
Fraud. and Avarice are, in vogue in it, , and 
that all’ things : are fold, -and that in, fine,.- Ma- 

lice’ has, . Bet the. better: of, Vertue. Al fee be- 
ae, pS fore 


rot 
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_ Ere my Eyes, the Felicity of the ferare Life, 


which affords me a great deal of Joy. Inow 
no longer wonder, as I did heretofore, why 
the Philofophers after having acquir’d this 
excellent Medicine, did not matter the 
Abridgerhent of ‘their days: Becaufe a true 


Philajopher has before his Eyes, the Life to 
come, as plainly as thou fee’ft thy Face in a 


Looking-Glafs. Now, if it fhall pleafe God 
to bring thee to thy defir’d end, I would 
have thee believe me, and not reveal thy 
felf to the World. - a; 
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Here follows the Parable, or 


 Philofopbical Enigma, by way 
of Addition to conclude the 


Work 


Y T happend upon a time, that failing 
from the eAric«Pole, to the eAntarc« 


| tic, I was by the Will of God, caft oñ the 


Shore of a great Sea; and notwithftanding 
I had a thorough Knowledge of tlie Ap- 
a os G proaches 
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pidaches ahd Properties, of this Sea, yet Y 
was ignorant, whether in thofe Parts was to 
be found that fmall Fifh cald the Remora; 
which fo many Perfons of high and low Cons 
dition; have hitherto fought after with fo 
much Care and Pains, But while f was be- 
holding from the Shore, thè Mermaids {wint- 
ming up and down with the Nymphs, being 
farigu’'d with my paft Labours, and ops 
pref’d with the Variety of my Thoughts, E 
gave way to Sleep, through the foft Mure 
murs of the Water. And while F flepe fe 
Sweetly, I had in Dream, a wonderful Vifi- 
on; I faw come out of eur Ses, old Neptare;, 
with a venerable Appearance, and arm’d 
with his Trident, who after a friendly Satue 
tation, conductéd me to a molt delightfut 
Mand. ‘This Mapa was fituate co the South- 
ward, and abounded witli all things becef- 
fary for the Life and Pleafure of Maa; The 
Eliian Fields fo much extoll’d by Pirgzl, 
would be nothing in Comparifon thereof. AW 
the Banks of this Me, were furroyaded wit 
Mystles, Cypres Trees, and: Rofemarys 
the green Fields and Meadows, variegated. 
- wit divers Colours, delighted and cheer’d 
the Sight, with their agreeable Variety, and. — 
E e . refrefh’d | 
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refteítrd the Noftrils with their Odorifetous. | 


Pragrancies. The little Hills were full of 
Vines, Olive Trees, and Cedars; the Fo- 
refts were fill’d with Orange Trees, and Ci- 
tron Trees; the high Ways were well plan. 
ted on each fide, with a beautiful intermix- 
ture of Laurels, and Pomgrañate Trees, lo 
artificially interwoven One within the other, 
that they furnill'd an agreeable (hade to Pafo 
fengers: In fine, whatever can be exprefs”d, 
or even defir’d inthe World, was there. As 
we were walking, Neptkme fhow’d me in 
that Hand, two Mines of Gold, and Steel, 


- hidden under a Rock ; and at a {mall diftance 


from thence, he led the into a Meadow, in 
the middle of which, was a Garden, deli» 
eately planted with a Thoufand beautiful 


Trees, of different kinds, which appeard © 


lovely tothe Eye: Among the many forts 
of Trees, he fhow’d me feven, which had 
each their diftinguifhing Name; and among 
thofe feven, I obferv’d two chief ones, and 


- more eminent than the reft, the one of which, | 
- bore a Fruit as clear, and refplendent as the 


Sen, and the Leaves thereof, were like Gold; 
the other, bore a Fruit, whiter than the 
Flower-de-luce, and its Leaves were like the 

G 2 fineft 


“7 
= 


Cay 


- fineft Silver Neptune denominated. The 
one the Solar Tree, and the other the Luzar: 
Tree. But notwithftanding, all things one- 


could even wifh for, were to be found, as oc- 
cafion requir’d in this Ifland, yet one thing 
was wanting there, for Water was not to 
be found, without great dificulty, many 


endeavour’d indeed to bring Water thither, © 


from a Fountain by Pipes; there. were others 


who drew it out of divers things: But all 


their Labour was of no Uiiity, for in that 


-` Place, there was no having any, if ary Me- _ 
dium Inftrument were made ufe of; and if — 
any were procur’d, it was venomous, unlefs: 


ir were drawn from the ‘Beams of the Sz, 
and thofe of the Moox, which was what few 
People could do. And if any hadthe good 
Fortune to fucceed therein, they never were 
able to draw above ten Parts, for this Water 
was fo admirable, that it furpafs’d the very 
Snow in whitenefs. And believe me, when 
Y affure thee, that I have both feen and 
touch’d this Water, and in the Contempla- 


tion thereof, I have been feiz’d with Won- 


der, while this Contemplation took up all 
my Senfes, and began already to fatigue me, 
Neptune vanifh’d, and there appear’d to me, 

NN | ta 
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in his ftead, a Tall Man, ‘in whofe Forehead — 


was written the Name of Saturn, This 


Man taking the Veffel, drew the ten Parts. 
of this Water, and immediately he took fome 
of the Fruit of the Solar Tree, and put it ine- 
to this Water, and I faw the Fruit of this 
Tree confume, and meltinthe Water, as Ice 
does in hot Water. 1 therefore faid to him, 
my Lord, 1 fee here a moft furprifing thing, 
this Water is next to nothing, and yet I per- 


ceive the Fruit of this Tree to confume and 


melt in it, by fo gentle a heat; pray to what © 
purpofe is all this? He gracioufly made me 
this Anfwer, it is true, my Sox, it is a wone- 
derful thing ; but do not be amaz'd at it, it 
muft be fo; For this Water, is the Water 
of Life, and has a Power to melioraté the © 
Fruits of this Tree; fo that fur the future, it 
will no longer be needful to plant or graft 
any of it, becaufe it will be able by its fine 
gle Odour, to render all the other fix Trees 
of the fame Nature with it felf. Moreover, 
this Water ferves as æ Female to this Fiuit, 


as this Fruit does the Office of the Male to it ; 


for the Fruit of this Tree cannct putrefy in 
any thing elfe, befides this Water. And 
notwithftanding, this Fruit be of it (elf, a 
oo G3 thig ' 
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thing precious and admirable, yet if it pu- 
trefy in this Water, it generates by fuch pu- 
_ trefaGion, the Salamauder that abides the 
Fire, the Blood af which, is more valuable 
than all the Treafures in the World, having 
the Baculty of rendering fruitful the fix Trees 
which thau feet, and af making them bear 
Fruits fweeter than the Haney it felf. 


-. [then faid again to him, pray my Lord, 
‘haw is that done ? I have told thee heretofore, 
( reply’d he) shat the Fruits of the Saler 
Tree aro living, and {weet: But whereas, 
the Fruit of this Saler Free, naw that it 25 
coding in this Water, can only fatiate one 
Fruit, after its Calion, it can fatiate a Thou- 
find. Then I ask'd him further, if it were 
to be coded with a great Fire, and in what 
time? He anfwer'd me, that this Water had 
an latrinfie Fire, which if it be help’d by a 
gontinual heat,. burns three Parts of its owa 
Body, swith the Body of thig Fruit; and 
thera will remain fo fmall a part thereof, that 
jt would be. hard ta imagine it; But the pra. 
dent Regingn of the Ma/fee, caufeth ‘this 
Fruit ta coét by an admirable Vertue, for 


the {pace gf feven Months firft, and afters | 
e wards 
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wards during the fpace of ten; in the mean : 
time, many things appear, and always on 
the fiftieth Day from the beginning, mote ot 

Y put another Queftion to him, my Lord, 
can this Fruit be coéted in any other Waters? 
And is there no Addition of any thing elfe, 
made to it? His anfwer was, there is but 
this Water only, that is of any Utility in all 
this Country, and throughout this Hie; nd 
other Water befides this, is able to penettate 
the Pores of this Apple; and know tltat the 
Solar Tree, was produc’d out of this Water; 


. which is drawn from the Rays of the Sus, _ 


and of the Moon, by the Vertue of oar Mage — 
wet: For this Reafon, they have fo great al 
Sympathy, and Correfpondence each to thé 
other, that if any foreign thing were added 
thereto, de could not effeét what it does of 

it felf. It muft therefore be deft alone, and — 
nothing added to it but this Apple: For af 
ter the Cocfion, it ts an Immortal Fruit, ha. 
ving Life and Blood, becaufe the Blood makes 
all che barren Trees bear the fame Fruit, and 
pf the fame Nature with the Apple. | 


G4 I fur- 
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J further inquid of him, 3 my Lord, is this | 


Water to be drawn after any other way ? 
- And is it every where to be found? He re» 


-ply'd, it is in every place, and no body can — 


live without it ; it is drawn forth, by admi- 
rable Means, but that is the belt, which is 
drawn by the Vertue of our Steel, which is 
to be found in the Belly of Aries. 1 then 
ask’d, what it was good for? He anfwerd, 

that before its due Coétiom, it wasa great 
Poiíon ; but that after a convenient Coétion, 
it was: a Sovereign Medicine, and that then 
it viel ds nine and twenty .Grains of Blood, 

of which, each Grain will furnifh thee with 
eight Hundred and-fixty four of the Fruit of 
the Solar Tree. I then ask’d, whether it 


were not capable of a further Improvement ? . 


According to the Teftimony of the Philofo- 
pbical Scriptures, ( faid he) it may be exal- 


ted, firft to ten, then to one Hundred, after- - 


wards to a Thoufand, taten Thoufand, and 


fo on, Then 1 infifted further, pray tell 


me, my Lord, whether many know this Way 
ter, and whether it has a proper Name? He 
cried aloud, few Pepple have known i it, byt 


all have Teen it do fec At, and love it; it- 


hath 
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hath not only one Name, but many, and 
thofe’ very different, But its true proper 
` Name is, the Water of our Sea, the Water of 
Life, which does not wet the Hands. I fur- 
ther inquir’d of him, whether others befides 
the Philofophers, made ufe of it to other 
Purpofes ? All Creatures ( faid he) do ufe it, 
but invifibly. Isany thing bred in this Wa- 
ter, (fay 1) he anfwer'd, of it, all the 
things in the World are made, and all things © 
live in it: But there is nothing properly in ıt, 
only it is a thing which mixeth it felf with 
all the things inthe World. I ask’d again, 
is it of any Utility. without the Fruit of this 
Tree? To this he reply’d, that without this 
Fruit, it isof no Utility in this Work, for it 
ds not meliorated but by the Fruit of this - 
Solar Tree only. 


. - Then I began to intreat him, my Lord, 
pray out of your extreme goodnefs, name it 
to me fo clearly and openly, that I may no 
longer doubt of it. But he, raifing his 
Voice, gave fp loud a Cry, that he awaken’d 
me, which was the Caufe why 1 could not, 
put any further Queries to him, nor receive 
any further Anfyers from him, neither is it 

io 
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in my Power to tell thee any farther, Con: 
tent thy felf with what Y have told thee, and 
be affur'd that it is not poffible to fpeak more 
clearly; for if thou doft not comprehend 
what 1 have declar’d to thee, thou wilt ne- 
ver be abie to underftand the Books of the 
ther Philofophers. _ a 


After the fudden, and unexpefted depar- 
ture of Saturs, I was feiz'd with a frefh 
Sleep, in which Neptuxe appeat’d to me 
again, in a vifible Form. And after a mu- 
tual Congratulation upon our happy meetin 
m the Gardens, of the He/ferides, he fhow’d 
_ mea Looking Glafs, in which I faw, all Na- 
ture laid open to me. After feveral Speeches 
_ on both fides, I thank’d him for his Favours, 
and particularly for his having been Inftru- 
mental, not only to my being admitted into 
this Garden, but alfo for my having had the 
Honour to converíe with Satarz, as 1 had 
for along time defir’d. But becaufe Y had 
Rill fome difficulties left to be refolv’d, and 
ef which Y could not receive any Elucidati- 
ens, by reafon of the uathought of departure 
of Saturn, Lintreated him, with as prefing — 
an Inftance as decency would permit, to ree 
a Move 
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- move from me, .( in this lucky Opportunity) 
the Scruple I ftill labour’d under, and 1 
{poke to him in this manner, my Lord, 1 
have read the Books of the Philofophers, 
which unanimoufly affirm, that all Genera- 
tion is perform’d by Male and Female; and 
nevertheleís in my Dream, I faw that Saturx 
put into our Mercury, only the Fruit of the 
Solar Tree, 1 imagine, that as you are Lord 
of the Sea, you know thefe things perfeétly 
well; I therefore defire, you would obdlize 
me fo far, asto anfwer my Queftion. It is 
true, my Sox, ( faid he ) that all Generation 
is made by Male and Female; but by reafon 
of the diftraftion, and difference of the three 
Kingdoms of Nature, an Animal with four 
Feet, is brought forth after one manner, and 
a Worm after another. For altho? Worms 
have Eyes, Sight, Hearing, and the other 
Senfes, yet they are generated from Putre- 
faction, and their Place, or the Earth, 
where they putrefy, is the Female. In like 
manner, in the Philefophical Work, the 
Mother of that thing, is thy Water, which 
we have fo often repeated; and whatever - 
is generated bf this Water, is generated af- 
ter the manner of Worms, by Putrefattion, 
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Jt is for this Reafon, that the Philofophers 
have created the Phexix, and the Salaman- 
der; for if that were effeCted by the Còn- 
ception of two Bodies, it would be a thing 
fubject to Death; but becaufe it revives of 
ic felf, the firft Body being deftroy’d, there 


rifes another there from, which is izcorrupe 
tible, for the Death of things, is nothing elfe 


than the feparation of the Parts of the Com- 
pound, The Operation is the fame, in this 
Phenix, which by it felf, feparates it {elf 
from its Corruptible Body. _ se 


Then Yask’d him again, my Lord, isthere 


in this Work divers things, or a Compofiti» 
on of many things? There is, fays he, in it, 
but one fole and only thing, to which no. 
thing is added, but the Philofopbical Water, 
which was manifefted to thee in thy Dream, 
which ought to be ten times as much in 
Weight as the Body. And believe me, my 
Sos, firmly, and without any Hefitation, 
that all that has been plainly fhown to thee, 
by my felf, and by Saturn in thy Dream, in 


this Iland, according tothe Cuftom of the — 


Region, is no Dream at all, but the pure 
truth, which perhaps may be difcover’d, and 
l o | made 
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made maniféft to thee by the oAfiftance of - 
God, and by Extertence, the true Miftrefs 
of all things. And as Ithought to inquire, — 
and get a further Information of fomething 
elfe, he bid me farewel, and left me without 
an Aníwer, and 1 found my felf, when a- 
wake, in the defir’d Region of Europe. What 
therefore, T have faid to thes, ( friendly Rea» 


der) ought alfo to fatisfie thee. Adieu. 


To the Sole and undivided Trinity, be 
Praife and Glory for ever. 
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A Dialogue between M ercury, 
an Alchymift, and Nature. — 


T happen’d on a certain time, that feve- 

ral Alchymifts met together, to confult, 
and determine, how they might make the 
Philofophical Stone; and prepare it as it 
= ought to be; and they made an Order-among : 
themfelves, ‘that each of them fhould declare 
his Opinion in his turn, and Bond Fide, as - 
the Matter fhould appear to him. This Coun- 

cil 
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cil and Affembly, was held in the middle of 


a fine Meadow, in the open Air, and ona 


clear ferene Day. Being there met together, 


many of them were of Opinion, that Merce. 
ry was the frff Matter of the Stone; others 
Laid, that Salpber was, the ret were of a 
different Sentiment, and believd it was 
fomething elfe. However, the Opinion of 
thofe who held for the Mercury, was the 
ftrongeft, and that which prevail’d, by rea- 
fon it was fupported by a faying of the Phi- 
BoJopbers, who hold that Meréary i the frka 
ferft Matter, and even that it was the rf 
Matter of Metals: For all the Philofepbers 
cry out, our Mercury, our Mercury, &c. 


While they were thus “difputing together, 


and each of them ftrove to make his Opinion 
prevail, and with earneR Defire, Joy, and 
even Impatience, expected the Conclufion of 
their difference, a violent Tempelt arofe; 
with Storms of Hail, aad extraordinafy and 


terrible Winds, which feparated this Congre 


gation, and farc'd them back into different 
Provinces; without their having taken any 
Refolution. Each of them now begen to 
coníider, and imagine with himfelf, what 
the Uue of this Difpuse oughe to have been, 


and 


(95). 


_and began a freh his Effays, and Experi- 
ments, as heretofore; fome of them foughe 


the Stone of the Philofophers in one thing, 
while others fought ic in another; and this 
Inquiry has continued down to this day, with. 
out Ceflation, or any Intermiffion. Now 


one of thefe Philofophers, who had been at - 


the Congrefs, reflecting that in the Debate, 


the Majority of them were of Opinion, that 


the Stone of the Philofophers ought to ba 


fought for in Mercury, faid thus to himfelf - 


Notwithftanding nothing was agreed on, 
and determain’d ia our Difputations, and thag 


we came to no fixal Refolution, yet I will 
work upon Mercury, let what will be faid; _ 


and when I fhall have made this Blefed 
Stoxe, then the Conclufion will be mada 
For 1 muft here acquaint you, that he was a 
Man, who always talk’d to himfelf, as o4/ 
chymifis are wont to do. He began there» 


. fore, to read the Books of the Philo/ophers, 


and among the reft, he fell.a reading a Book 
of aAlanus, which treats of Mercury; and 
thus by the Lecture: of that fine Book, this 
oAlchymif became a Philofopher, but a Phi- 
lofapber without Coxclufjor. And having ta- 


ken fome Mercury, he began to work: He — 


put 
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put it into a Glafs Veffel, and Fire under it, 
the Mercury according to its Cuftom flies off, 
and refolves it felf into «Air; now our poor 
eAlchymij¿ who was ignorant of the Nature 


of Mercury, began to beat his Wife after á 


fevere manner, upbraiding her with having 
sob'd him of his Mercury, for no body ( faid 


he ) but fhe alone could enter there. The 


poor Woman who was innocent, : could do 
nothing more than excufe her felf in Tears: 

Then by way of revenge, fhe fałd to her 
Husband, muttering between her Teeth in 
a low Voice, what the Devil wilt thou make 


= ofthat, poor Blockhead; aF—d? 


` Hereupon, the filly Alchymif?, tákes apdin 
frefh Mercury, and puts it ina Veffel, and 
for fear his Wife fhould play him the fame 
Trick, he look’d after it his felf: But the 
Mercury according to its Cuftorn, flew away 
this time, as it had done the other ; the e4/- 
chywij? now, inftead of being angry at the 


flight of his Mercury, was mightily rejoic’d 


thereat, becaufe he cald to mind, that he 


had fomewhere read, that the firft Matter of 


the Stone was volatile, And thus he per- 
avai himfelf, and firmly believ'd, that for. 
the 
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the future he could not polfibly err, if he ditt 


but continue to work upon the fame Mats: 
ter, He therefore began, from that Mo: 
ment; to handle Mercury boldly; he leatn’d. 
to fublime it, and to calcine it many Ways; — 
fometimes with Salts, and -fometimes with 
Sulphur, then he mingled it, fometirries with 
Metals, fometimes with Minerals, now with 
Blood; then with Hair; and at other times; 
would dilute, and macerate it with Waters: 
Fort, withthe Fuice of Herbs, with Urine; 
and with Visegar.. But the poor Man, could 
not all this while, find any thing that would. 
fucceed to his Purpofe, nor that could any 
way fatisfie him, altho’ he had not omitted 
any thing in the whole World, with whichi 
he had not attempted to cöagulate; and fix 
this beautiful Mercury. Seeing therefore,that 
he had hitherto effe€ted nothing, and that he 
could not advance one Step forward, he bes _ 
took himfelf to ferious thinking; at which 
time, hecall’d to mind, that he had read it 
fome Authors,. that the Matter was of alow * 


- Price, and was to be found even in the Dung 


hills; and Privies ; So that he began to work 
with frefh Courage, and to commix. With. 
poor Mercury, all forts of Dung; as well of 
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Man, as of other Animals, fometimes fepa- 
rately, and fometimes. all together. At laft, 
aftér. a great deal of Labour, Sweat, and 
Buftle, and having fufficiently totthetted 
the Mercery, and himfelf, he fell into a Sleep, 
full of divers Thoughts, his Mind being 
fill’d with variety of things. En this Condi- 
tion; a Vifion appear’d to him in Dream; he 
faw a good old Man, advance towards him, 
who faluted him, -and faid to him ina fami- 
liar manner, Friend, what doft thou afflict 
thy felf at? To whom he made anfwer, Sir, 
J would fain make the Philofophical Stone, 
the'old Mah réply"d, indeed my Friend, chat 
is a very good With: But with what would 
q make the Stone of the Philofophers ? 


> Alih, ae Mercury, Sir. 
old Man. But with what Mercury ? 


«oleh. Ah dear Sir, why do you ask mé 
with what Mercury, for there is but one ? 


` Ola Mañ. Ytis tte, my Friend, that there 
3S but ate Pd sia at diver according 


to the different Places in which it is, and alo 
Ways one Part is more pure than another.. 


eAlch. O good Sir, t know very well how 
_to purifie and clean it, with Salt, and Vine- 
gar, with Nitre, and Vitriol. ` 


Old Man. And 1 tell, and declare tò thee; 
my honeft Friend, that this Purgation is good 
for nothing, and is not the true way of puri. 
fying it, and likewife, that that Mercury ig 
alfo good for nothing, and is not the right 
Mercury ; the Men of Wifdom have quite af. 
other Mercary, and a clear different manner 

Of purifying it. And having faid this, he 
Gifappear’d. | | 


The poor eAlchymif? waking, and having 
doft both his Dream, and Sleep, betook hirna 
felf to a ferious Confideration, of what this 
Vifion could mean, and what this Mercury 
- of the ‘Philofopbers could be, but he could 
have no other Imagination or Thought, but 
of the valgar Mercury. He would fay to 
himfelf, O my God! Could I but have difa 
cours’d longer with that good Old Man, £ 
Should without doubt, have difcover’d forties 
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thing : He therefore began his Labours a 
frefh, I mean his foul Labours, always cop- 
founding his Mercury, either with his own 
Dung, or with that of Children, or of other 
Animals; and he never fail? d to go once eve- 
ry day, to the Place where he had had that 
Vifton, to try whether he could once more 
converfe with his Old Mar: And there, he 
would fometimes counterfeit being a Sleep, 
fhutting his Eyes, in Expectation of him. 
But as the Old Maz did not come, he ima- 
gin’d that he was afraid, and did not believe 
him to be a Sleep; wherefore he began to 
fwear, Old Man, Old Man, be not afraid, 
by my Faith I am a Sleep, you need but look 
at my Eyes, if you won’tbelieve me, . Is not 
this a pretty Fellow ? 


In fine, this miferable eAlchymif?, after fo 
many Labours, Loffes and Confumption of 
what he was worth, was alfo in a fair way — 
to lofe his Senfes, his mind running continu- 
‘ally upon his 0/4 Maz: Infomuch, that one 
Day, by reafon of the ftrong Impreffion his 
Imagination had receiv’d, he. fell a Sleep; 
and in a Dream, there appeard to him a 
Phantom, in the Form of an Old Man, who 
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faid to him, do not be difhearten’d, my 


Friend, let not your Courage be caft down, 
your Mercury is good, and your Matter is . 
alfo good ; but if that Wretch will not obey - 
thee, Conjure him, that he may no longer 


be Volatile. What! are you furpris’d at 


that? Why is it not Cuftomary, to Conjure 
and Charm the Serpents? Why then may 
not Mercury be Charm’d likewife? And ha- 
ving faid this, the Old Maz was for going 


away, but the eAlchymif? thinking to ftop | 


him, cry'd out fu loud (ah! dear Sir, ftay a 
little longer ) that he wak’d himfelf, and fo 
loft both his Dream and Hopes: However, 
the Advice the Phantom had given him, af- 
forded him no fmall Confolation. Hereup- . 
on, he took a Veffel full of Mercury, and 
began to Conjure it, after a terrible manner, 


as he had been inftructed by the Phantom, in 


his Dream. And calling to mind, that he 


had told him, that even the Serpents were . 


Charm’d, he imagin’d, that it muft be Con- 
jur’d after the fame manner the Serpents 
were. That that muft needs be the way 
(fays he) is not Mercury Painted with Sere | 


- pents twifted about a Rod? He therefore, 


takes his Veffel full of Mercury, and begins 
H 3 to 
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to fay ux. ux.os.Tas. &c. And where the Cons 
juration carry’d the Name of Serpent, he 
exprefs’d that of Mercury, faying, and thou 
Mercury tafe Wretch, &c. At which Words, 
Mercury broke into a Laughter, and ad- 
drefsd himfelf to the eAlchymif? in thefe 
Terms: Well then, Mr. Alchywi/?, what 
would you have with me? 


‘By my Faith you do wrong, 
To torment me fo long, 


Alch. Ho, ho, Wretch as thou art, now 
thou call’ft me Mr. when I touch thee to the 
quick, I have then at laft found, a Bridle for 
thee; ftay a little, and I'll make thee fing 
quite another Song, Pil warrant thee, And 
thus he began to fpeak more boldly. to the 
Mercury, and like one enrag’d with Anger, 
faid to it; come hither, I Conjure thee, in 
the Name of the Living God, art not thou 
the Mercury of the Philofophers? The Mer- 
cry trembling, aníwers him, Yes Sir, Iam 
Mercury, | a 


eAlch, Why then, vile Wretch as thou 


art, why I fay, would’ft thou not obey me ? 
And why could I not fix thee? | The 
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The Merc. Ah my moft magnificent and 
honoured Lord, pardon your miferable Slave, 
it was becaufe I did not know you to be: f 


great a Philofopher. - 


eAlch. Thou hang-dog, could’ft thou not 
be fenfible of that by my. Labours, fince 1 
proceeded fo Philofophically with thee. 


The Merc. That is true, my Lord, hows 


- ever I was willing to hide my felf, and avoid 


your Bands; but I plainly fee, Wretch as 
Iam, that it is impoffible for me to decline 
appearing in the Prefence of my moft nee 
ous and honoured Lord. | 


Alh, O worthy Sir, thou haft then at 
laft met with @ ‘Philofopher. 


The Merc. Yes my noble Lord, 1 perceive 
moft clearly now, and to my Cofts, that 
your Excellency is a very great Philofopber. 
The eAlchymif? rejoicing in his Heart, began 
to fay to himfelf, Ihave at laft found what 
I fought for. Then turning to the Mercury, 
he fpoke thus to it, in a terrible manner: 
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Qh, oh, Traytor, wile thou then be obedi 
ent to me hereafter? Look well to it, for 
- otherwife thou fhalt not find thy reckoning 
in it. 


The Merc. My a J fhall moft willing. 
ly obey you if Ican, for I muft own, Lam 
at prefent yery weak. | 


eAlch, How, Rafal, doft thou excufe | 
thy felf already ? | l 


The Merc. No good Sir, I don’t excufe my 
felf, but I am in a languifhing Condition. — 


‘Alch, What is it that affi&s thee? . 
The Merc. The Alchymif ; afflicts me. 


eAlch. What then, treacherous Villain, 
doft thọu fill make thy game of me?. 


The Merc, Ah my noble Lord, God for- 


bid, you are too great a Philofopher for me — 
po do that ; 7 of the cani i 


lh, 
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eAlch. Well, well, thou art- in the right 
that’s true, but what has the ene done - 
to thee : Y | 


v 


~The Merc. Ah Sir, he has done me dl 
Thoufand mifchiefs, for he has blended and 
confounded me, with a Thoufand things, ' 
which are quite contrary to me: This is 
what hinders me from recovering my 
Strength, and exerting my Vertues; he has 
tortur’d me to that degree, that I am al- 
moft at Death’s Door. 


eAlch. Thou deferv’ft all thefe Evils, and 


a great many more, becaufe thou art diio- 
bedient, 


| The Merc, 1 my Lord, I never was difo- 


bedient to a true Philofopber; but my Na- 


ture is fuch, that I laugh at Fools. 


eAlch. And what Opinion haft thou then 
of mes 


The Merc, Of you, my Lord, you are a 
preat Perfonage, a very great Philofopher, 
nay, 
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nay, you even furpafs Hermes, in Learning 
aad Wiídom. i ` 


eAlch. Itis moft certainly true, that Tang 
a.Man of Learning, however I will not 
praife my felf; but my Wife has often faid 
fo, and that I was a very profound Philofa- 
pher; She has difcover’d that in me. 


The Mere. Y eafily believe it, Sir, for 
Philofophers ought to be fuch, that by ding 
of Wiídom, Prudence, and Labour, they 
become mere Fools. — | 


eAlchym. Sa fo, that is pot the Bufinefs, 
but tell me ina few Words, what [hall 1 
do with thee, how fhall I contrive to make - 
of thee, the Stone of the Philofophers ? 


‘The Mera, Ya truth, Mr. Philefopber, that 
is what I cannot refolve, you are a Philafa- 
pher, and that is what you ought to know, 
As for me, Tam only the Servant of Philo- 
fophers, they do with me jut what they 
pleafe, and I obey them to my Power. 
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eAlch, AM this is very fine, but thou muft 
tell me, how I ought to proceed with thee, 
and whether I can convert thee into the 
Stone of the Philofophers ? 


The Merc. My Lord Philofopher, if you 
know it, you will do it; and if you are ig- 
norant of it, you will do juft nothing: You 
will not be able to learn any thing of me, 
unlefs you know it before. 


| eAlch. How, thou Wretch, doft thou 
dare to {peak to me, as if I werean ordinas 
ry Man? May be thou doft not know, that 
{ have work’d for great Princes, and that 
they always efteem’d me a very great Phi. 
 bojapber. | 


` The Merc. 1 eafi y believe that my Lord, 
nay I even know it, but I am at prefent de- 
fiPd, and full of the Stench of the ias 
of your fine Labours. 


eAlch. Tell me then ingenioully, whether 
thou art the TNN of the Philofophers ? 


` The 
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The Merc. As for’ my own part, 1 know 
that I am Mercury; but whether I am the 


Mercury of the Philofophers, is your bufinefs 
to know. 


eAlch, Tell me only, whether thou art the 
true Mercury, or whether there be another ? 


. The Merc. Tam Mercury, but there is ano- 
ther, and fo he vanifh’d away. Now the 
poor eAlchymi/? full of Grief, began to make 
2 noife, and talk loud, but no body an- 
fwer'd him ; this made him very penfive for 
a while, then coming to himfelf, he faid, 
truly I now am fatisfy'd, that lam a very 
good Man, fince the Mercury has difcows*d 
with me, moft certainly it loves me. He 
therefore, begins to work diligently, and to 
fublime Mercury, to diftil-it, to calcine it, to 
“precipitate, and to diffolve it, after a Thou- 
fand fine ways, and with Waters of all forts, 
But the fame happen’d to him as before, he 
{trove in vain, and could effet nothing, 
“but confume his Time and Money. Where- 
fore, he again began to curfe the Mercury, 
and to blafpheme ayainft Nature, for having 

created 
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created it. But Nature hearing thefe Bla/- 
phemies, calPd the-Mercury to her, and faid 
to it, what haft thou done to this Man? 

Why does he thus curfe me on thy account, 
and load me with Bla/fphemies ?. Why doft 
thou not do as thou fhould’ft ? The. Mercury 
excufeth it felf very modeftly, and Nature 
gave ita ftri Charge, to be obedient to the 
Sons of the Science, who had recourfe to it. 
This the Mercury promis'd to do, but withal 
faid, Mother Nature, who is able to give 
Content to Fools ? Hereupon Nature {miling 
departed, and the Mercury which was angry 
at the ate hae return’d alfo to its Place. 


Some Days after, the Alchymift bethought 
himfelf, that he had forgot fomething in his 
former Works; he therefore takes: a frefh, 
the wretched Mercury, and mingles 1t with . 
Hogs Dung, but the Mercury vex'd, that it 
had been falíly accus'd - before Mother Nas 
ture, began to exclaim againft the oAlchy- 
_ mijl, and faid, come hither, Mr. Fool, what 
would’ft thou have of me, why did’ft thoy 
accufe me? 


wich. 


oAleb. Art I 6 much des 


fire to fee? 


The Mere. Yes Tan 3 but I muft tell chee, 
that the Blind cannot fee me. 


eAlch. I am not Blind, not I. 


~ The Merc. Thou art more than Blind, for 
thou doft not fee thy felf, how then fhould’ft 
thou be able to fee me? : 


-eAlch. Ho, ho, thou art grown very haugh- 
ty, I fpeak modeftly to: thee, and thou de- 
fpifeft me after this vile manner; perhaps 
- thou att ignorant, that I have work’d for fe- 
veral Princes, and that they all acknowledg’d 
me to As a great Philofopher. | 


The Mere. It is to the Courts of Princes, 
| that Fools commonly repair ; for there they 


bre refpected, and efteem’d preferably to all 


‘others. Thou haft then been at Court? 


cAlch. Ah! without doubt, thou art the 


Devil, and not the good Mercury, fince thou 
. talk’ ft 


HA — oJ ne —_— 7 


{ rir ) 


falk’ft thus to Philofophers ; this is the Way 
thou haft impos'd upon me peo, 


‘The Merc. But ptithee tell me, upon dy 
Faith and Honour, whether N know’ft 


the Philofophers ? 


eAlch. Doft thou ask me, a I know 


the Philofophers ; why, I am my felf a Phi- 


lofopher. . 


The Merc. Ah, ah, ah, thea i in dink we 


have got a new fort of a Philofopher, ( faid 


the Mercury ímiling and continuing his Dif- 
courfe) well then Mr. Philofopher, tell me 
what thou feek’ft after ? What would’ft thou 
have? What doft thou defire to make? 


eAleb, A pretty Queftion indeed, I would 
make the Stone of the Philofophers. ` | 


The Merc. But with what Matter would ft 
thou make she Stone of the Philofophers ? 


oAlch. With what Matter, why I tell thee 
once e with ony Mercery, | 
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“The Merc. Have a Care of what thou fay "(És 


for if thou talk’ft after that manner, 1 fhall 
fiy away, becaufé I am not your Mercury. ` 


-= eAlch. Oh for certain, thou can'ft be nó. 


other than a Devil, that has a mind to fe- 
duce mea 0. 


The Merc. Truly my Philofopher, tis thy. 


felf who art worfe than a Devil to me, and 
not I that am fo to thee ;'for-thou haft hand- 


bolical:mannera’: | | 


led me very fcurvily, and after a moft Dias 


i, «Alib: O: what dó 1: hear, undoubtedly | 
this muft be a Demon; for:I have atted no-: 


thing but what has been conformable to the 


Writiags Of thé Philofophers; and F know 


perfetly well, how. to work. 


+ The-Merc: Yes tridy,' thou art a fine Ope- 


rator; for thoù doft more.than thou know’ tty; 


and than thou read’ft in the Books. The 
Pbilofopbers ‘ unanimoufly fay, that Natures 


muft be mingled- with. Natares , and gut of. 


‘Nature, they injoin nothing: And thou on 
She 
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the contrary, thou haft mingled me with all 
the moft fordid, the moft ftinking, and moft 
infegted things in the whole World, not. 
{crupling to defile thy felf with all forts of, 
Dung, provided thou didft but torment me. T 


eAlch. Thou ly’ft, for I do nothing out 
of the way of Nature, but I fow the Seed. 
in its proper Earth, as the Philofophers have 
dire&ted. 


The Merc. Yes indeed, thou art a- nice 
Sower, for thou fow’ft me in Dung; and 
when the time of Harveft is at hand, I take- 
my flight, and thou for thy own part, only 
reapeft Dung. | 


Alch. But the Philofophers have (Ç not: 
withftanding what thou fay’ft) left in their 
Writings, that their Matter was to be fought 
for in thé Excrements, 


The Merc. What they write is indeed true, 


but as for thy part, thou tak’ft it litteraly, 


having no regard but to the Syllables, with- 
out bufying thy felf with their Intention. 


1 | Alch. 
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eAlch. Y now begin tocomprehend, that 
it is poffible, thou may’ft be Mercury; but 
thou wilt not be obedjent. And then he 
began a frefh to Conjure, faying, ux. ux. os. 
tas. &c. But Mercury made no anfwer to ` 
- him, but only laugh’d, and ridicul’d him: 
Thou may’ft faid he, fay #x,2x, as long as 
thou wilt, it will avail thee nothing my. 
Friend, neither can’f{t thou benefit any thing 
thereby. | 2. 

eAlch. It is not without Caufe, it is faid. 
of thee, that thou art wonderful, unconftant, 
and volatile. >. o | 


The Merc. Thou reproacheft to me, that 
I am xaconftant, now I will fet thee right in 
that Point, Tam conítant, to an oArtifi who - 
is conftant, and I am fix’d, to a Mind that 
is fix’d. But as for thee, and thy like, you 
are realy unconftant, and Ramblers, who are 
continually hopping from one thing to ano- 
ther, and from one matter to another. 


eAlch. Fell me | then ingenuoully, whie- 
ther thou art the Mercury of which the Phi- 
| lofophers 
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- dofophers have ed and have affirtn’d: 


that together with the Sulphur and the Salt, g 
it was the Principle of all things, or whe 
ther we muft feek for another ? 


© The Merc. 1t is a certain Truth, de the | 
Fruit does not.fall far from its Ti ree, but I 


-am not ambitious of fetting my felf off, heat 


me then- with attention, I am the fate that 
I was, but my Years ate different. At firft, 
Iwas youñig, while I was alone, but now I 


am old, and yet Lam the fame that I was. 


efich, Ah, ah, now thou pleafeft me, 


‘when thou ayh that thou art old, for Tal. 


ways fought after that Mercury, which was 
the moft mature, and the moft fix’d, that È- 
might with the greater cafe find my Ends 


‘ini it. 


The Mere, In truth, my good friend, it 
İs in vain that thou feelt after me, and f 
would’ft pay me a Vifit in my old «Age, fince 
thou did’ft not know me in my Youth. 


Alch, What doft thou fay, that 1 did not 
know thee in thy Youth, I who have E 
la 
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led thee fo many different ways, as thou thy 
felf doft confefs ? And I muft plainly tell thee, 
that I will never give over, until I have ac- 
complifh’d the Philofophical Work. — 


‘The Merc. O Wretch that I am, what fhall 
Ido? This Fool will perhaps, intermix nte 


again with Dung; the very Apprehenfion of 


it, gives me uneafinefs before hand, how 


miferable am I! I intreat thee, at leat Mr. 


Philofopher, not to mingle me with Swines 
Dung, for if thou doft, 1 am utterly ruind ; 
for that abominable Stench, forces me to 
_ change my Form. Now what would’ft thou 
have me do more? Haft thou not tormented 
me fufficiently ? Do I not obey thee? Do I 
. hot mingle my felf with whatever thou plea- 
feft? Am Inot fublim’d ? Am I not preci- 
pitated? Am I not Terbith? Am I not 
amalgamated at thy Pleafure? Am I not 
Macha, that is to fay, a flying Worm? In 
fine, am I not whatever thou haft a mind I 
fhould be? What doft thou require further 
ofme? My Body is fo fcourg’d, defil’d, and 
loaded with Naftinefs, that even a Stone 
would pity the. Thou draw’ft from me, 
Milk, Flep, Blood, ‘Butter, Oyl, Water : In 
at One 


Y 
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ene Word, what doft thou not draw from 
me? And pray tell me, which of all the 
Metals, or Minerals, is able to do, what 
I can effet alone ? And yet thou hat no 
Mercy of me. O what a miferable Wretch 
am I! | | 


| - Alch. Truly, thou here teft me a pret- 
ty Story, all that that thou haft inftanc’d in 
does not hurt thee, but.thou art malicious, 
for whatever Form thou tak’ft in Appearance, 
is only to (deceive us, for thou ever return’ft 
to wis des own Species. . 


The Merc. Thou thy felf art an ill | Man; 
to fay: this, for I do whatever thou putteft 
me upon. If thou wilt have me bea Body, 
Tam fo; if thou wilt have me be a Powder, 
Tam fo, Ican’t imagine, which way Ican 
humble my felf more, than thus to become 
Duft, and even a Shadow in obedience tothee.. 


eAlch. Tel me then, what thou art in thy 
Center, and TIl torment thee no longer. 


The Merc. 1 plainly fee, that I muft of 


a á talk to thee Fundamentally. Now, 
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if chou ean’{t, thou may’ft underftand me, 
thou fee’{t my Exteriour Form, that thou 
haft no need of. But as to thy Interrogati- 
on of my Center, know that my Center is 
the moft fix'd Heart of all things, that it is 
likewife Immortal and Penetrating; and 
that in it is the true repofe of my Lord: 
But as ta my felf, I am the Way, the Pre- 
curfor, the Pilgrim, the Domeftick, and the 
Faithful and Trufty to my Companions ; 
who never abandon or forfake thofe who af- 
fociate with me, but on the contrary, I re- 
main firm to "em, and perifh with them. I 
am an Immortal Body, and yet 1 die, when 
J am kild, but I revive again at the Judg- 
ment, before a wife, and difcreet Judge. 


eAlch. ‘Thou art then the Staze of the Phi. 


fofophers ? 


The Merc. My Mother is fuch, of her is 
generated Artificially, and by a due Skill, æ 
gene. [cay quoy: My Brother, who refides in 
the Fortrefs, has in his Will and Pleafure, 
all that the Pizlofopher defires, 


eAlch. 
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| Alch. But prithee tell me, art thou old? 


The Mere. My Mother produc'd me, but 
I am notwithftanding that, older than my 
Mother. 


eAlch. What Devil is able to underftand 
thee? Thou never giv’ft an Anfwer to the © 
Putpofe, but art always delivering thy felf 
in Parables. Tell me at once, whether thou 
art the Fountain of which Berzard Earl of 
Trevifan has written ? 


The Merc. Y am not a Fountain, but I 
am a Water; it is che Fountain that encom- 
paffes me. | 


eAlch, Does Gold difolve in 1 thee, fince 
thou art Water? 


The Merc. 1 love naturally whatever is af- 
fociated to me, as a Friend ; and whatever 
is born with me, I nourifh it, and whatever 
is naked, I cover it with my Wings. _ 
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-Alch. 1 fee plainly, that there ¡ is no talk- 
| ing with thee; I ask thee one thing, and 
thou anfwereft ‘another. If therefore, thou 
wilt not give more Appofite Anfwers for the 


future, I fhall begin my Works a frefh with 
thee, and torture thee after a new manner, 


| The Merc. O my good Sir, have fome 
‘Compaffion of me, and PII freely tell you 
what I know. 


Alch, Tell me then at Qnce, whether 
thou art afraid ofFire? ` 


. The Mere. “Whether I dread the Fire ? 
Why, Iam Fire my felf. 


Alch. Why then doft thou fly from the 
Fire? 


: The Merc. It is not that I fly from it, but 
my Spirit, and the Spirit of the Fire have a 
mutpal Love each for the other, and as long 
-as they are able, they accompany each the. 
| other, 


eAlch. 


Death of it afterwards becomes the Life of 
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eAlch. Prithee where doft thou go, when 
thou rifeft, with the Fire ? 


The Merc. Doft thou not know, that a 
Pilgrim has always a tendency to his own 
Countrey, and that when he is arriv’d at 
the place from whence he fet out, he repofes 
himfelf, and always returns wifer than he 
was ? | | 


«Alch. What then, doft thou return fome- 
times? | 


The Merc. Yes 1 do return, but in another 
Form. | 


eAlch. 1 don’t underftand what all this 
means, and concerning the Fire, I do not 
comprehend thy Words. | 


The Merc. He that is acquainted with the 
Fire of my Heart, has perceiv’d, that the’ 
Fire (that is to fay, a due Heat) is my true 


- Food, and the longer the Spirit of my Heart 


feeds upon Fire, the fatter it grows, and the 


all 
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all the things which are in the Kingdom, 
where Tam, | 


eAlch. Art e Tall ? 


The Merc. Take an Example from my 


felf, of fome Thoufands of Drops, 1 fhallbe- 


come one again, and of one, I refolve my 
Telf into feveral Thoufands of Drops; and as 
thou fee’ft my Body before thine Eyes, if 
thou know’ft how to play with me, thou 
may’{t divide me, into as many Parts, as 


thou haft a mind to, and again J fhall become - 


one. How then, muft it be with my In- 
trinfic Spirit, which is my Heart, and my 


Center, which always from a very {mall Par- 


ticle, produces many Thoufands out of it ? 


eAlch. And how then ‘mutt thou be pro- 
ceeded with, to make thee fuch as thou fay’ ft 


thou art ? 


The Merc. Tam Fire in my Interiour, the 
Fire ferves me for Nourifhment, and is my 
Life; but the Life of the Fire is the Air, for 
without Air, the Fire goes out. The Fire 
is ftronger than the Air, for which — 
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I am notat reft, and the Crude Air can nei- 
ther coagulate nor reftrain me. Add Air to 
Air, that both may become one, and have 
Weight: Conjoin it, with the warm = 
and give it to time to keep. 


eAlch, What will be the Iffue of all this ? 


‘The Merc. The Superfluous Part, will be 


taken away, and the ret thou fhalt burn- 


with the Fire, and fhalt put it into the Wa- 
ter, and then thou fhalt cof it; and being 
cocted, thou fhalt give it boldly as « Medicine, 


eAlch. Thou doft not anfwer my Quefti- | 


ons, I fee plainly, that thou haft only a Mind 
to impofe upon me with thy Parables: 
Here, Wife, bring me hither fome Hogs 
Dung, that I may handle this nice Spark the 
Mercury, after a new way, till fuch time as 
I oblige him to tell me what ‘Means I muft 
ufe, to make of him the Staze of the Phi- 
lofophers, 


The poor Mercury hearing this noble. 
Speech, began to grieve, and complain of 


this rare «Alchymift; and in n fine, repairs ta 
Mother 
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Mother Nature, and accufes this ungrateful 
Operator. Nature believes her Son Mercurys 
who fpeaks the truth; and in an angry 
Mood, calls to the Alchymif : Ho there, 
where art thou Maffer eAlchymift ? 


eAlch. Who is it that calls me ? 


_ Nature. Come hither thou Mr.. Fool, what 
doft thou do with my Son Mercury? Why 
doft thou torment him? Why doft thou load 
him with fo many Injuries, he defiring to do 
thee fo much good, if thou would but un- 
derftand him. | 


_eAlch, Who the Devil is this impudent 
Fellow, that rebukes me fo fharply, 1 who 
am fo great a Man, and fa excellent a Phi- 
lofopher. 


Nature. O thou Fool, the moft foolifh of 
all Mankind, full of Pride, and the very 
Dregs of the Philofophers ! It is 1, who know 
the true Philofophers, and the truly Wife, 
whom I love, and they likewife love me, and 


do whatever pleafes me, and help me in what 


I cannot do of my en But yqu n 
thy 
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thy felf being no better, you do all that you 
do, without my Knowledge, without my 
Confent, and even contrary to my Defign; 


-© for which reafon, all that happens to you, is 


contrary: to your Intention. You imagine, 
that you handle my Children well, but you 
can finifh nothing ; and if you will but feri- 
oufly confider the Matter, you do not handle 
them, but they manage you as they havea 
Mind to; for you know not how, nor cannot 
make any thing of them, and they on the 
contrary make of you, whenever they pleafe, 
Ignorgmus’s and Fools. 


eAlch. That is not true, 1 am a Philofo- 


pher, and 1 know very well how to work; 


I have been with feveral Princes, and I pafs’d 
among them, for a great Philofopher, my 
Wife knows this very well. Nay, I have at 
this time by me, æ Mazufcript, which has 
been buried in Oblivion for many Ages in a 
Wall: In fine, I am thoroughly perfwaded, 
and know for certrin, that I fhall compafs 
my Work, and fhall know how to make the 
Stone of the Philofophers ; for that has been 
ind to me ina Dream lately. I never 
- dream. 
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dream of any thing; but Truths, thou 
know’ft this as well as 1 Wife. 


Nature. ‘Thou wilt be like the reft of thy 
Fraternity, who at the beginning know eve: 
ry thing, or at leaft imagine they do, and at 
laft, they are made fenfible, that nothing 
can be more ignorant than they are, and 
that in reality, they know nothing at all. 


eAlch. However, if thou art the true Naa 
ture, it is ofthee, the Work is made. 


© 

Nature. That is true, but it is ọnly by 
thofe who know me, whọ are very few in 
Number, and fuch, who are very careful 
not to torture my Children, they do nothing 
that hinders my Aétiong: On the contrary, 
they do whatever pleafey me, and increafeth 
my Stores, and heals the Bodies of my infirm 


Children. E 


Alch. Do not 1 do (o? 


Nature, Thou, thou doft all that is cons 
trary'to me, and proceed’ft with my Sons in 
oppofition to my Will; Thou kill’ft, where 

| | thou 


l 
l 
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thou fhould’ft revive ; thou fublim’ft, where 
thou fhould’ft fix; thou diftill’ft, where thou 
fhould’ft calcine, and chiefly the Mercury, 
who is a good and dutiful Son tome. And . 
neverthelefs, with how many Corrofive and 
Venomous Waters doft thou affi him ?. 


eAlch. 1 fhall hereafter proceed with bime 
very gently, by Digeftion only. 


Nature. That will be well, if thou know’ft: 
how. to do it, if not, thou wilt not hurt him, 
but thy felf, by thy foolifh and fruitlefs Ex- 


pences. For as to him, it matters not whe- 


ther he be mingled with “Duag, or Gold; 
like a Precious Stane, to which the Dung 
( altho” you were to fling it therein ) does . 


no hurt, but it ftill remains what it is ; ande 


when it is wafh’d, it is as. bright and Tes: 
f plendent asit was at firft. 


Alch. All chit: is nothing, I would fio 
make the Stone of the Philofophers. = 


Nature. Do not then handle my Sox Mer. 
cary fo cruelly. For thou muft know, that: 
I have divers Sons, and Daughters, and that: 

Lam 
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J am very ready to affift thofe who feek me; 
if they are but worthy thereof. 


Ale, Teli me then what this Mercury} is ? 


Natare, Know chat Eh but one Sori 
thatis fuch; he is one of the Seven, and the 
firft of all, ‘and indeed, he is all things, he 
who was one;. and he is nothing, and yet his 
Number is intire. In him are the four Ele- 
ments, and yet he is no Element; he is a 
Spirit, and is: neverthelefs 2 ‘Body;‘he: is 
Male, and yet does the Office of æ Female ; 
he is a Child, and yet he bears the Arms of 
a Man; he is an eAzimal, notwithiftanding 
which, ‘he has the Wings of a Bird; heis 
Poifon, and yet cures the Leprofy ; he is Life, 
and yet he kills all things; he is a Kixg, 
- and ‘yet another. poffeffes bis Kingdom ; he 
flys from the Fire, and yet the Fire is drawn 
from him; he is Water, and yet does not 
wet; he is Earth, and yet he is fowed ; he 
is Air, and lives of Water. ` 


-eAlch. I now plainly fee, that I know no. 
tbing, but I dare not fay ‘this, for then 1 
fhould lofe my’ Reputation, and my Neigh- 

bour 


{ 
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botir would no longer contribute to the Ëx: 
pences, if he once fhould be fenfible that I 
know hothing. I fhall therefore perfift in 
faying, that I know fomething, or otherwife 
the Devil of any one, will afford me a-bit 
of Bread : For at prefent, many hope through 
my Means, to get a great deal es Wealth: 


Native. In fine, what doft eho think to 
do further? Continue tliy Impoftures as long 
as thou wilt, yet there will at length comea 
Day, when every Body will require of thee; 
What thou fhalt have coft him. | 


. eAlch. 1 will ftill feed with Hopes, i 
thofe 1 hal be able. 


| Nature. Well, this admitted, what wit 
happen to thee at laft. 


eAlch. 1 will privately make overal Ex. | 
periments, if they fucceed, in the Name of 
good Luck, PI pay "em; if they don’t, fo 
muchi the worfe, then PI tranfplant my felf 
into fome other MOD and there do the 
ike. 
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- Nature. AI this will come to nothing, 


for at laft there mutt be an end. 


«Alle. Ah, ah, ah, there are fo many 
Provinces, and in each of them fo many co- 
vetous Perfons, that it will be an eafy Matter 


for me, to promife to them all, Mountains of”. — 


- Gold, and that in a fhort time ; by this mean, 
our Days will glide away fmoothly, and 


while this is doing, the King may happen to 


die, or an Afs may die, or I may die. 


Nature. Ta truth, fuch Philofopbers dex: 
ferve only a Halter, go to Deftruction, and 
put an end to thy deceitful Philofophy, as 
foon as thou can't. For following this fin- 
ple Advice, thou wilt no longer impofé upon 


me, whoam Nature, nor deceive thy Neigh. 
bour, nor thy felf. 


End of the firft Treatife. 


NA 


| 


TREATISE 
SULPHUR. 


The Second Principle of Nature. 


The PREFACE 
“To the Reader, 


I_“Riendly Reader, as Iam not allow’d to 
write more clearly, than the «Ancient 
Philofophers have done formerly, fo perhaps 
‘thou wilt not be pleas’d with my Writings, 
_ K2 and 
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and more efpecially, fince thou :haft in thy 
Poffeffion, fo many other Books of very good 
Philofophers. But be perfwaded, that Ihave 


no need to compofe any, fince 1 do not hope. 


to reap any Benefit thereby, neither do I feek 
after vain Glory. For thefe Reafons, I have 
not hitherto, nor fhall not yet make known 
to the Publick, who I am. The Treatifes 
I have already publifh’d in thy favour, feem 
to me to be even more than fufficient for 
thee, as for the reft, Idefign to fupply thee 
with it, in our Treatife of Harmony, where 
I propofe to my: felf, to difcourfe amply of 
Natural things... However, to comply with 


the earneft Intreaties of. my Friends, I was. 


oblig’d ‘to write this {mall Treatife of ` Sal- 
phur, in which, I know not whether it will 
-beneceffary, to add any thing to my former 
Works. ; Nay, 1 am not. certain, whether 
this Book will Tatisfie thee, fince the Wri- 
tings of fo many Philofopbers do not; and 
chiefly, fince no other Examples’ will be of 
any Service to thee, if thou doft not take for 
thy Model, the daily Operations of Nature. 


For if thou did’ft- witha mature Judgment, 


confider how Nature operates, thou would’tt 


not ftand in need of fo many Volumes, be- + 


caufe 
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caufe in my Opinion, it is much better to 


learn that from Nature, who is our Mifrefs,, 
than from her Difciples. - I have. amply. 


enough demonftrated to .thee, in the - Pre- 
face of the. twelve. Treatifes, and again in, ' 
the firt Chapter, that there are fo many. 
Books written on this Science, that they ras 
ther confound the Brain, of thdfe-who read 
them, than arè any way conducing to the 
Mluftration . of their Doubts, This is owing, 
to the large Commentaries the Philofophers 
have writ, on the. Laconic Precepts of Her- 
mes, which feem | every Day, to be more and 
more eclips’d from us. As for my Part, I 
believe that this Diforder, has been occafi- 
on’d by the Invidious Poffefors of this Sci- 
ence, who have defignedly perplex’d the Pre- 
cepts of Hermes; fince the ignorant know 
not how to add, or diminifh, unlefs it. perad- 
venture happens, that they mifread the Wri- 
tings ofthe Authors. For.if there be æ Sci- 
ence, in which one Word too much, or too 
little, be of that Importance, as either to 
afifi, or marr, in the right Comprehenfion 
of the Intention of . the Author, it is in this 
peculiarly: As for Inftance, it is writ in One 
pen thou fhalt afterwards mingle thefe 

K 3 Waters 
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Waters together, another [hall add this Par- 
ticle zot; which makes the Reading to be, 
thou halt not afterwards mingle thefe Wa- 
ters together : Thus, tho’ the difference con- 
fits but in three Letters, which in truth is 
but a fmall Addition, yet the whole Senfe is 
thereby perverted. l 


Let the diligent Inquirer into this Science 
know, that the “Bees have the Induftry to 
extraét ther Honey, even out of Venomous 
Herbs, and that he likewife, ( if he does 
but know how to refer what he reads, to 
the poffibility of Nature,) will eafily refolve 
the Sophifms; that is to fay, he will readily 
difcern what may be likely to deceive him : 
Let him then not be tir’d with reading, for 


one Book explains another. I have been ` 


_ told, that the Books of Geber have been poi-. 
fon’d by the Sophifms of thofe, who have pre- 
tended to explain them. And who knows 
but thefame may have happen’d to the Books 
of other Authors? So that now they neither 
- can, nor ought to be thought to be under- 
ftood, till they have been read a great many 
times; and even then, he that pretends ta 
read them, moft | be very Learned, and have 

a yen 
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a very fubtil Genius ; for the ignorant ought 
not to meddle with that kind of Lecture. 
There are many who have undertook to in. 
terpret Geber, and the other Authors, whofe 
Explications are much harder to be under- 
ftood, than even the Text it felf. Where. 
fore, I advife thee, rather to ftick to the 
Text, and to refer the whole to the pojibi- 
lity of Nature, making in the firft place, a 
due Inquiry into what Nature is. ‘The Au- 
thors all unanimoufly fay, that it is a thing 
which is common, of a fmall Price, and eafy 
to be had ; and that is true: But then, they 
ought to have added, to thofe who know it. 
For whoever knows it, will difcern it even 
among all forts of Ordxres, and Excrements : 
Whereas, they who are ignorant of it, do 
not believe it to be even in Gold. If they 
who writ thofe Books which are fo obícure, 
and which are neverthelefs very true, had not 


_ known the eArt, but had been oblig’d to find 


it Out, I am of Opinion, they would have 
met with more difficulty in it, than even the 


Moderns do at this Day. I fhall not praife 


my own Writings, I leave it to him to judge 
thereof, who {hall apply them to the Poff 


bility, and Courfe of Nature. Now, if by 
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‘the reading of | my Works, by my Counféls,. 


and the Examples J inftance in, he be not 
able to find out the Operation of Nature, and 
her Minifers the Vital Spirits, which res 
ftrain the Air; it will be a difficult matter 
for him to do it, by the Works of Lelius, 
For it is hard: to believe, that: the Spirits 
Should have {6 much Power’ in the Belly of 
the Wind. 1 have likewjfe been oblig’d, to 
país through this Wood, and to multiply and 


enlarge it as others have done ;' but after fuch | 


'a manner, that the ‘Plants’ “which I fhall 
graft there, will: ferve as fo many Guides to 
the Inquifitors OF this Science; who fhall be 
willing to: pas thi ‘ough this Foreft : For my 


in 


‘Aes: in which Men lov’d ore: another with 
fo mutual an AffeCtion, that one Friend des 
clar’d this Science freely, Word for Word to 
his ‘Friend. At this ‘time, it is to be acs 
quir’d: by the holy Infpiration of God only, 


‘Wherefore, whoever. loves and fears. him, 


may attain to it; let him not be difcourag’d 
for if he feeks it,’ he will find it,” becaufe it is 
fooner to be obtain’d from the ‘Bounty of God, 
than from: the: Know ledge of any Man: For 


hig 
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his Mercy is infinite, and never forfakes thofe 


who hope in him; he has no refpeét of Per- 
- fons, and he never rejects a Heart which is 
‘truly contrite and humble; it is he that has 


had pity of me, who am the moft unwor- 
thy of all his Creatures, and who am alto- 
gether unable to relate his Power and Good- 
nefs, and the inexpreffible Mercy he has 


been pleas'd to [how me. 


` If therefore, I cannot’ render him more 
particular Thanks, at leaft, Tfhall not ceafe 
confecrating my Works to his Glory.. Take 
Courage then. friendly Reader, for if thou 
ador’ft God devoutly, and invok’ft him, and 
put’ft all thy Hopes in him, he will not de- 
ny thee the fame Favour he has granted ta 
me; he will open to thee the Gate of. Na, 
ture, where thou fhalt difcover, how fhe 
works after a moft fimple manner... Know 
for a certain truth, that Nature is moft fim- 


_ ple, and that fhe delights in. nothing but 


fimplicity: And believe further, that whate- 


ver is mof? noble in Nature, is alfa moft eaf, 


and moft fimple, for all Truth is fimple. God 


_ the Creator of all things, has put nothing 


difficult in Nature, If then, thou wilt imi- 
o EA | tate 
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tate Natare, I advife thee to keep to the fim- 
ple way, and thou fhalt therein find, all 
forts of good things. But if my Writings, 
and Advertilements, do not pleafe thee, 
have recourfe to thofe of others; I do not 
write great Volumes, as well to fpare thee 
the Expence’ in buying them, as to facilitate 
_ thy reading them the fooner ; for afterwards, 
thou wilt have time enough to read the 
other Authors. Do not therefore, think it te- 
dious to feek, where the Door is open’d ta 
him that, knocks; making this further Re- 
fieGtion, that che time is now at hand, when 
many Secrets of Nature will be difcover’d. 
Weare now, at the beginning of a fourth 
` Monarchy, whofe Empire will be towards 
the North: The time draws near, the Mo- 
ther of Sciences will fhow her felf, many 
things of. greater Moment, and more Excel- 
lent, than have been effeéted during the time 
of the three other pafs’d Monarchies will be 
difcover’d ; becaufe God (according to the 
Prediftion of the Ancients ) will plant this 
fourth’ Monarchy, by a Prince adorn’d with 
21) Vertues, and who is perhaps already born, 
For we have in thefe Northern Parts, a very 


Wile, and Martial Prince, whom no Mo — 


narch 
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narch has exceeded in Viétories, and who at - 
the fame time, furpafles all others in Piety, 
and Humanity. There is no doubt to be 
made, that God the great Creator of all. 
things, will permit more Secrets to be difco- 
verd, during the time of this Northern Mo. 
nerchy, than have been difcover’d during the 
three other Monarchies, in which the Prin- 
ces were either Pagans or Tyrants. But, 
here thou muft underftand the Monarchies, 
in the fame Senfe with the Philofophers, 
who do not reckon them according to the 
Power of the great ones, but according to the 
four Cardinal Points of the World. The firft 
was Oriental, the fecond Meridional, the 
third which fubfifts ftill to this Day, is Occi- 


dental, the laft is expected from the Nor- 


thern Regions, We {hall difcourfe of all thefe 
things, in our Treatife of Harmony, in this 
Northern Monarchy, which is attractive and - 
polar, (as the Pfalmift fays ) Mercy and Pi- — 
ty fhall meet, Peace and Fuftiçe hall kifs one 
another, Truth fhall come- forth from the 
Earth, and Fuftice fhall look down from the 
Heavens: There fhall be but one Flock, and 
one Shepherd. And many fhall be the Sci- 
feces, without Exvy, this is what I wait for, . 
z with 
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with a longing Defire. As for thy Part, 
(friendly Reader), pray to God, fear him,and 
love blm; in the next Place, read my Wri- 


tings diligently, and thou fhalt therein difco- 


ver, all forts of good things... If by the Af 
Tiftance of God, and the Operation of Nature, 
( which. thou muft ‘always follow) thou ar- 
riv’ft at the wifh’d for Port of, this- Monar» 
chy, thou wilt then ' ‘plainly fée, and ‘know, 
chat T have told thee je pur what is 
good; : and true. Farewel.” 
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= CHAP L | 

Of the Origin of the Three 
2 Principles. 

e Ulpbur is not the laft of the three Princi- 

ples, fince itis one part of the Metal, 


and eventhe Principal or chief part of the 
- a Stone 
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Stone of the Philofophers. Divers Sages have 
treated of Sulphur, and have left us many 
things concerning it in Writing, which are 
moft certain Truths; and particularly Geber, 


in his firt Book, of the Sovereign Perfection, 


Chap. 28. where he delivers himfelf in thefe 
Terms, By the moft high God, it is the Sul. 
phur that illuminates all Bodies, becaufe it is 
the Light of the Light, and their Tincture. 


But, as the Ancients have acknowledged, 


Sulphur to be the moft noble Principle, we 


have judg’d it proper, before we treat of it, 


todefcribe the Origiz of all the three Princi- ` 


ples. Among the great Number of thofe 
who have writ thereof, very few have difcó- 
ver”d to us, from whence they proceed ; and 
it isa difficule matter, to form a Judgment 
_of any one of the Principles, any more than 
ofany other thing, ifone be ignorant of the 
Origin and Generation of the fame, for a 
blind Man cannot judge of Colours. We 


Shall therefore, fulfil in this Treatife, what — 


Our Anceltors have omitted. 


According to the Opinion of the Ancients, 


there are but two Principles of natural 
things; 


if 
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things, and efpecially of Metals, viz, Sal- 
phur, and ‘Mercury. “The Moderxs, on the 


- contrary, have admitted three; Salt, Sul- 


phur, and Mercury, which have all been pro- 
duc’d by the four Elements; We hall there- 
fore begin, -by.a Defcription of the Origin. of 
the four Elements, before we give an ac- 
count of the Generation ofthe Principles. . 


Let the Lovers of this Science know then, 
that there are four Elements, each of which, 
has in its Center, another Element, of which 
it is Elementated. . Thefe are the four Pil- 


= Hars of the World, which God by ‘his Wif- 


dom, feparated from the Chaos, at the time 


of the Creation of the Univerfe ; the which, 


by their contrary AdCtions, maintain the 
whole Machine of the World, in Equality 
and Proportion; and which in fine, by the 
Vertue of the Celeftial Influences, produce 
all things, both within, and upon the Earth, 
of which we fhall treat in their proper Pla- 
ces. But let us return to our Purpofe, and 
{peak firft concerning the Earth, which is 
the Element that is neareft to us. 
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7 Es H A P, i. 
Of the Element of the Ear the 


0 “HE Earth is an Ellertient, noble enoughi 


in its Quality and Dignity, in which | 


the other three may be faid to repofe;. and 
chiefly. the Fire. It is an Element, which 


is very fit to conceal and to manifeft all thofe - 


things, which are intrufted to it; it is Grofs 


and Porous, heavy if its fmalinefs be confi«, 


der’d, but.light regard being had to its Na- 
ture: It is alfo, the Center of the: World, 


and of the other Elements. “Through its 


‘Center, pafles the Axletree of the World, 
from the one, and the other Pole. It. As. Po- 
rous, 1 fay,. like a Sponge, which ‘of it felf, 
can produce nothing ;, but it receives what- 


ever the. other Elements let flow, and caft 


into it: It lays up and preferves, what 


ought to be preferv’d, and reveals and ma- 


nifefts, what ought to be produc’d. Of it 
felf, as we ave faid, it produces nothing, 
| | but 
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but it ferves for a Receptacle tö all thë 
Others : Whatever is produc'd remains in it; 
all things are putrefy’d in it, by the. mean of 
the Motive heat, and are multiply’d alío ia 
it, by the Vertue of the fame heat, which 
feparates the pure from the impure: What 
is heavy and pondefous; remains hidden id 
it, and the Central heat forces what is light; 
up to its Superficies. It is thé Matrix and 
Wurfe of all Seeds; and of all Mixtures, iè 
cannot do any thing elfe, than preférve the 
Seed, and the Compound, till it have dti 
taif’d to perfect Maturity : It is cold and 
dry, but the Water tempers its drynefs: 
Outwardly it is vifible; and fix'd ; but in its 
Interjour, it is vifible and volatile. It is-a 
Virgin from its Creation; it is the Caput 
Mortuum, which remain’d from the Diftillac 
tion of the World, which Caput Mortuum, 
by the Divine Will, after the Extra@tion of 
its Humidity, is one day to be calcin'd, in 


_ fuch manner, that of it may be created a new 


Criftalline Earth: 


_ This Element is divided into two Parts, 
the one of which is pure, and the other im- 
pure: Fhe pure Part makes ufe of the Wa- 
| E ter, 
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ter, to produce all things, the impure re= 


mains in its Globe. This Elernent is alfo 
the Domicil, or Repofitory, where all the 


Treafures are hidden; and in its Center is 


the Fire of Gehenna, which preferves this 
Machine of the World in its Being, and this 


by the Expreffion of the Water, which it con- - 


verts into «Air. This Fire is caus’d, and 
kindled, by the Motion of the Primam Mo- 
bile, and by the Influences of the Stars; and 
when it ftrives to force the Subterranean 
Water up to the Air, ic meets the heat of 
the Celeftial Sur temperrd by the eArr, 
which- by its Attraétion, helps it firft to con- 
vey up to the Air, what it has a mind to 
force out of the Earth, and afterwards is 
- aiding to it, to bring to Maturity, what the 
Earth: has conceiv'd in its Center, For 


which reafon, the Earth participates of. Fire, - 


which is its Intrinfic, and it is not purify’d 
by any thing but Fire: Thus, each Element 
is not purifyable, but by that which is In- 
trinfic to it. Now, the Intrinfic of the 
Earth, or its Center, is a moft pure Sub- 
{tance mix’d with Fire, in which Center, 
nothing can remain : For it isas an empty 
"Place, into which the other Elements caft 
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tvhat they produce, as we have fhown iti 
eur Work of the Twelve Treatifes. But 
this is enough concerning the Earth, which 
we have faid to be a Sponge, and thé Re: 
ceptacle of the other Elements, which is fuf- 


of the Element of Water. 


Atér is an Element which is very hea? 
| vy, and full of an Unétuous Flegm ; : 
it isthe moft worthy in its Quality ; ; Exteri- 
ourly i it is volatile, but fix’d in its Interidur; 
“qt is cold and moift ; it is temper’d with the | 
eAir ; it is the Sperm of the World; in which 
the Seed of all things is preferv’d : Infomuch; 
that it may be faid to be the Guardian of all 
the Species of Seed. However, it is reqli- 
fite tu know, that the Seed is one thing; an 
the Sperm another; the Earth is thé Recep- 
tacle of the Sperni, and Water is the Matriz 
ef the Seed. Whatever the «Air cafts into 
L 2 the 
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the Water; by the mean of the Fire, the 
fame is caft by the Water into the Earth. 
- There is always Plenty enough of Sperm, 
which only waits for the Seed, in order to 
carry it into its Matrix: This it does by the 
Motion of the Air, ftirr’d up by the Imag? 
nation of the Fire, and fometimes the Sperm, 
for its not having been fufficiently digefted by 
the heat, is wanting of Seed, and enters, it 
is true, into the Matrix; but then it goes out 
again, without producing any Fruit. This 
we {hall explain, more amply, in our Trea- 
tife of Salt, the Third Principle. 


It frequently happens‘ in Nature, that the 
Sperm enters into the Matrix, with a fuffi- 
cient Quantity of Seed; but the Matrix being 
ill difpos’d, and full of Sulphurs, or impure 
Flegms, does not conceive ; or if it does con- 
ceive, it is not what ought to be generated. 
In this Element likewife, there is not any 
thing, properly fpeaking, but what is there 
after the manner it is Cuftomary for it te be, 
in the Sperm, It delights very much, in ¿ts 
own. Motion, which is effected by the Air ; 
and becaufe the Superficies of its “Body is vo- 
latile, it eafily mingles with every thing, 

It 
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It is (as we have faid ) the Receptacle of the 
Univerfal Seed, and as the Earth refolves, 

and purifies it felf eafily i init, fo likewife does 
the Air congeal in it, and unites it felf with 
it, in its Profundity. It is the Menftruum of 
the World, which penetrating the eA?r, by 


Vertue of the heat, draws along with it, e 


warm Vapour, which is the Caufe of the 


Natural Generation of all things, of which 


the Earth is as it were, the Matrix impregna- 
ted; and when the Matrix has receiv’d a | 
fufficient Quantity of Seed, whatever it be, 

there arifes from it, what ought to be gene- 
rated there from: And Nature operares 
without Intermiffion, till it has brought its 
Work to an iatire Perfection. And as for 
what remains, of the humid Part, which is 
the Sperm, it falls afide, and is putrefy’d by 
the.ACtion of the heat of the Earth; from 
whence divers things are afterwards genera- 
ted, fometimes a diverfity of -little Animals, 

aad {mall Worms. An o/rtift of a fubtil 
Genius, might. be able to fee the variety of 


‘Miracles, which Nature operates in this Ele- 


ment, as from the Sperm; but then it would 
be neceflary for himto take that Sperm, in 


which there is already an imagin’d oAftral 
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Seed, of a certain Weight. For Natyre, by 
the /1/4 Putrefaétion, makes and produces 
things, that are pure ; but by the fecond Pus — 
_trefaction, it produces fuch, as are ftill more 
pure, more worthy, and more zoble : As we 
have an Inítance thereof, in the Vegetable 
Wood, when Nature in the firt Compofiti- 
on, made it only fimple Wood; but when 
after a perfect Maturity, it is corr upted, it 
putrefies a frefh, and by the mean of thag 
Putrefaction, are generated Worms, and o- 
ther {mall Animals, which have both Life, 
and Sight. For it is certain, thaf a Senfible 
Body, i is always more noble, and more per- 
fect, than a Vegetable one, besaufe a more 
fubtil and more pure Matter, is requifite ta 
make the Organs of Bodies, which are fenfi- 
iat But let ys return to our Purpofe, 


We fay, that Water is the Menftruum of 
the Warld, and that it is divided into three 
Parts ; the one-fimply pure, the other more 
pure, and the third moft pure. The Heavens 
were made of its mofi pure Subftance ; the 
more pure was converted into. eAir ; and the 
Simply pure, and more graf, remain’d in - 
ats pe where by the Y ii of God, and 
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the Cooperation of Nature, it preferves.all 
fubtil things. The Water makes but one 
Globe with the Earth, and has its Center 
in the Heart of the Séa: It has alfo, one and 


the fame Polar oAxletree, with the Earth, 


out of which Iffue the Fountains, and all the 


Currents of Waters, which grow afterwards, 


into great Rivers. This iffuing out of the 
Waters, preferves the Earth from Combufti- 
ox, which being humetted and irrigated, 
forceth through its Pores, the Univerfal 
Seed, which Motion and Heat have made. 
It is well enough known, that all the Wa- 
ters return into the Heart of the Sea; but 
few People know, where they .go after- 
wards, for there are fome, who believe that 
the Stars produc’d all the Rivers, Waters, 
and Springs, which difembogue themfelves 
into the Sea; and who not knowing why the 
Sea does not {well therewith, fay that thefe 
Waters are confum’d in the Heart of the 
Sea, which is what is impoffible i in Nature, 
as we have fufficiently made out, fpeaking - 
of the Rains. It is indeed, a great Truth, 
that the Stars do caufe, but they-do.not ge- 
ike oi fince nothing is generated but by its- 
ike of the fame Species, Since then the 
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Stars are made of Fire and Air, how fhould 
they be able to generate the Waters? Now 
if it were fo, that fome Stars generated Wa- 
ters, it would neceflarily follow, that others 
would produce ‘Earth; and fo other Stars 
would produce other Elements : For this Ma- 
chine of the World, is regulated after fuch a 
manner, that all the Elements are there iz 
Equilibris, and have “an equal Force and. 
Vertue, in fuch manner, that the one does 
not exceed the other, in ever fo little a Pro- 
portion; for if that Should happen, the De- 
ftruction of the whole World would infalli- 
bly enfue. ` However, let him who will ob- 
ftinately believe it to be otherwife, enjoy his - 
own Opinion ; as for our Part, we. have 
learn’d in the Light of Nature, that God 
preferves ‘the Machine of thé World, by the 
Equality which he has proportion’d i in the 
four Elements, and that the one does not ex- 
ceed the other in its Operation: But the Wa. 
ters by the Motion of thè Air, are contain'd 
on the Bafis of the Earth, as if they were 
- in fome large Veffel, and by the fame Mo- 
tion are contraéted, and rettring'd towards 
the eArétick Pole, becaufe there is no Vacuams 
in the Wor id. Andi it is for this reafon, that 
E e the a 
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the Fire of Gehenna is in the Center of the 
Earth, where the oArcheus of Nature doth | 
govern | it. | 


For in the beginning of the Creation of 
the World, the Omnipotent God feparated 
the four Elements from the Chaos; he firft 
exalted their Quinteffence, and made i it rife 
higher, than is the Place of their proper 
Sphere. Afterwards, he carry’d up above . 
all the things created, the moft pure Sub- 
ftance of Fire, in order to place there, his 
moft Holy and moft Sacred Majefty ; which 
Subftance, he eftablifh’d, and fettled in its 
proper Bounds. By the Will of this Im- 


- menfe and Divine Wifdom, that Fire was 


kindled in the Cexter of the Chaos, which af. 
terwards caus’d the moft pure part of thofe 
Waters to diftil: But becaufe that moft pure 
Fire occupies and poffeffeth now the Firma- 
ment, and encompaffes the Throne of the 
moft high God, the Waters were condens'd 
under that Fire, into a Body, which is the 
Heaven, and to the end, thefe Waters might 
be the better fupported, ‘the Central Fire did 
by its Energy and Vertue, caufe another 
more bref] Fire to diftil, which not being fo 

pure 
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- pure as the firft, could not rife fo high as it, 


but remain’d under the Waters i in its proper 


Sphere: So that there are in the Heavens, 
Waters congeal’d and included between two 
Fires. But this Central Fire did not ceafe 
to aQ, it moreover caus’d to diftil to a fur- 
ther diftance, other Waters lefs pure, which 
it converted into eAír, which alfo remain’d 
under the Sphere of the Fire, in its proper 
Sphere, and is furrounded by it, as by a ve- 
ry trong Bafís. And as the Waters of the 


Heavens cannot rife fo high, and get above © 


the Fire which encompaffeth the Throxe of 
God: So the Fire likewife, which is call’d 
an Element, cannot rife fo high, and get 
above the Celeffial Waters, which are pra- 


perly the Heavens. The Air alfo cannot 


rife fo high, as is the Elementary Fire, ang 
get above i it. 


As for the Water, it remaind with the 


Earth, and both together make but one 
Globe ; for the Water cannot find a Place i in 
the adir, excepting that Part which the 
Central Fire converts into «Air, for the daily 
Confervation of this Machine of the World. 


For if there were any. Vacant Place in the. 


oir, 
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Áir, all the Waters would diftil, and refolve 
themfelves into «Air to fill it up: But now 
the whole Sphere of the Air, js Q fld up 
by the mean of the Waters, which the con- 
tinual Ceztral beat forceth even into the 
Air, that it compreffeth the reft of the Wa- 
ters, and conftrains them to flow abour the 
Earth, and to join with it to make the Cen- 
ter of the World. This Operation, is per- 
form’d fucceffively, from Day to Day; and 
thus the World is ftrengrhen'd and corrobo- 
rated from Day to Day, and would natural- 
ly remain incorruptible, if the Abfoluce Will 
Of the mo? high Creator were not reluctant 
to it;.becaufe this Central Fire will never 
ceafe to be kindled, (and to heat the Waters) 
as well by the Univerfal Motion, as by the 
Influence of the. Stars; and the Waters will 


fever ceafe, to refolve themfelves into Air, 
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neither will the (Air ever ceafe to comprefs 
the Remainder of the Waters, and to con- 
{train them to fow about the Earth, in or- 
der tọ keep them in their Cezter, P that 
they may never be able to depart there from. 
It is after this manner, that the Sovereign 

Wifdom thought fit to create the World, and 
to maintain and (oppor it; and it is after 
m | this 
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this manner, that by his Example, all things 
of neceffity muft naturally be made in the 
World. We were willing to explain to thee, 


after what manner this Machine of the 


World was created, tothe end, thou might’ft 
know, that the four Elements have a natu- 
yal Sympathy with the Superiors, becaufe 
they are all come forth from the fame Chaos ; 

but they are all four govern’d by the Supe- 
rior, as being more noble, and that is the 
reafon why, in this Sublunary Place, the Ins- 


feriour Elements pay.a {uitable Obedience to 


the Superior. But do thou know, that all 
mis 4 have been naturally found out by the 
Philofophers, as Shall be fet ca in its pro- 
per en | 


Let us now return, to our Propofition of 
the Courfe of the Waters, of the Flux and 
Reflux of the Sea, and ler us- fhow how they 


país through the Polar Axletree,; in order | 


to repair- to the one and the other- Pole, 
“Theré are two Poles, -the one rick, 
which is” in the Superior- Septentrianal Part, 
the other eAntarétick, which is under the 


Earth, in the Meridional Part, The Arc- 


tick Pole has a + Magagtic Vertue to aftraét, 
and 


(ay 
dnd the Antarétick Pole hath a ‘Power or 
Magnetic Vertue to expel; which Nature 


has given us an Inftance of, in the Loadffonex 


The eArétick Pole then attracts the Waters 
by the eAxletree, which being enter’d, if 


fue out again by the eAxletree of the eAn- 
tarétick Pole. And becaufe the Air that re- 
ftringeth them, does not permit them to 
flow in an unequal manner, they are com- 
pell’d to return again to the oArétic Pole, 
which is their Center, and to obferve their 
Courfe continually after this manner. They 
roll inceflantly on the eAxletree of the World, 
from the eArétick Pole to the eAntaréick ; 

they diffufe themfelves through the Pores of 
the Earth, and purfuant to the largeneís or 
ftindedneís of their Emanation, there arifes 


- there from, either large or fmall Springs, 
which afterwards uniting together, {well to 


fuch a Degree, as to become Rivers; and 
then return again from whence they iffued. 
This is done inceffantly by the — 
Motion. — 


Some (as we have already faid) being 
ignorant of the Univerfal Motion, and of the 


| on of the Poles, maintain that thefe 


Waters 
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Waters are generated by the Stars, ind are 
confum’d in the Heart of the Sea: It is ne- 
verthelefs moft certain, that the Stars do not 
produce, nor generate any thing that is md- 
terial, but only imprint Vertues and Influ- 
ences which are Jpirituál, and.do ñot at thé 
fame time, add any Weight to the Matter. 
Know then, that the Waters are not genera: 
ted by the Stars, but ifue out of the Ceater 
of the Sea, and through the Pores of the 
Earth difperfe themfelves all over the World. 
From thefe Foundations and natural Princi- 
ples, the Philofopbers have invented divers 
Inftruments, feveraf Conduits of Waters; 
and of Fountains, fince it is very. welf 
known, that the Waters cannot naturally 
tife higher than is the Place out of which 
they iffued ; and indeed, if it weré not fo 
in Nature, Art would not be able to do it, 
in any manner whatever, becaufe ert imi- 
tates Nature, and is not able to effect any 
thing that is not-before in Nature. For Wa- 


ter (as has been hinted before ) cannot rife. 


higher than is the Place from whence it was 
taken. We have an Inftance thereof, in the 
Inftrument by which they draw Wine out 


öf the Hogfhead, know then for Coaclafon, 
that 
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that the Stars do not generate the Waters 
nor the Springs, but that they all come 
from the Center of the Sea, to which they re- 
turn again, and fo continue a perpetual Mo- 
tion. For if it were not-fo, nothing would 
be generated neither within, nor upon the 
Earth ; nay, on the contrary, all things 


would fall into Ruin and utter Deftru€tion. _ l 


Here fome may perhaps object, that the 


- Waters of the Sea are Salt, and thofe of the — 


Springs are fweet, to this I anfwer, that 
this happens becaufe the Water paffing, for 
the Extent of many Leagues, through the 
Pores of the Earth, into Narrow and Sandy 
Places, becomes Soft, and lofeth its Saltzefs ; 
and after this Example, Cifferus have been 
invented. The Earth alfo, in fome Places, ' 
has larger Pores, through which the Sale 
Water pafleth, from whence arife Mixes of 
Salt, and Salt Springs, as at Hall in Germa-. 
ay. In other Places alfo, they are reftring’d - 
by the heat, in fuch manner, that the Salt 
remains among the Sand, but the Water 
pafleth on, and iffues out at other Pores, as 
in Poland, Wrelichia, and Bochzia. In like 
manner, when the Waters país through Pla- 


Ses which are hot and debi they be- 


come 
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come warm, and from, thence ‘Baths, pros 


ceed: For within the Bowels of the Earth, 
there.are fome Places where Nature diftills 2 


Sulphureous Mine, from which it feparates 
the Water, when the Central Fire has kind-. 
led it. The Water therefore, running through — 


thefe fiery Places, is thereby heated more or 
lefs, according as it paffes nearer or farther 
off; and fo rifes to the Superficies, of the 
| Earth, retaining a Sulphureous Taffe, as 
Broth does that of the Meat, or Herbs which 
have been boil’d in it. The fame happens 
again, when the Water paffing through Mi- 
zeral Places, either eAluminous or other, re- 
tains the Ta/fe thereof. The Creator of this 
great Whole, is thén that Grand Diftiller, 
who holds in his Hand the y Diftillatory ; af- 


ter whofe Example, the. Philofophers have’ 
invented all their Difillations. This the 


all powerful, and merciful God did without 
doubt, infpire into the Soul of Men, who can 
( whenever he pleafes ) extinguifh the Cez- 


tral Fire, or break the Véfel; and then 
the World will be at an End. But becaufe 


his infinite Goodnefs has never any Tenden- 
cy, but to what is belt, he will oné Day ex- 
ale his moft holy Majefy, he will raife that 


moft 
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moft pure Fire whichis in the Firmainent; 
above the Celeftial Waters, and will give a 
ftronger Degree to the Central Firé. Sy that 
all the Waters will refolve themfeltes intg 
eA:?, and the Earth will be calcin’d : And | 
then the Fite having confurt’d, whatever 

fhall be fourid impure, will fubtilize the Wa: 
ters which it fhall have circúlated if the 


=. eAir, and teftore them to the purifyd Earth? 


And fo (if we may be allow’d to Philofophifé 
after this manner ) God. will make thereof 2 
World more noble tha this is: e 

Let all the Inquirers into this Science know 
then; that the Ezrth and the Water, are but 
one Globe, and that they being join’d toge- 
ther doall, betaufe they are the two Palpa- 
ble Elements, in which the other two are 
hidden, and perform their Operations: ‘The 
Fire hinders the Water from drowning, or 
diflolving the Earth, the «Air hinders the 
Fire from being extinguifh’d, and the Water 
hinders the Earth from being burnt: 


e gh t.. rgt, e ME E ir S i q op og o» gal 
, We Have thought it propér, to defcribe alt 
thefe things, that we might notify to the 


Stxdious, in what the Foundations of the Ele: 


tients - 
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ments confift, and how the Philofophers 
have obfervd their contrary Actions, joining 
‘the Fire with the Earth, and the «Air with 
the. Water; whereas, when they had a 
mind to do: ‘any thing that was noble, they 
have cotted the Fire in the Water, confidé- 
ring that there'is Blood therein, of which the 
One is more pure than the other, as Tears 
-are more pure than Urine. Let what we 
have faid, then fuffice thee, that the Element 


of. Water is the Sperm, and the Meafiruum 


of the World, and the trae Receptacle of the 
Seed. 


PIMA LACA CAER DEA 
Cuar IV. 
- Of the Element of the Air. 


‘HE eAir is an intire Element, moft 
worthy ia its Quality; Exteriourly it 
is light, volatile,. and invifible; and in its: 
interiour it is heavy, vifible and fix’d. ` It 
is hot and moift, it isthe Fire which tempers: 


it, it is more noble than the Eerth aud the: 


Water. 
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Water. Tei is volatile, but may be Ax: “and | 


when it is fix’d, it renders all Bodies pene- 


trable. The Vital Spirits of Animals, are 
created of its moft pure Subftance; the lefs 
pure was raisd on high, in order to conftis 
tute the Sphere of the e4ir: The groflett 

part which remain’d, abided i in the Water, 
and circulates with it, as the Fire circulates 


with the Earth, becaufe they are Friends; 


Ìt is a moft worthy Element, (ds we have 
already faid) and is thé true Place of the 


' Seed of all things ;. and as there is a Seed 


imagin’d in Man, in like manner, Naturé 
form’d to it felf a Seed in the Air; which 
after a Circular Motion, is caft into its Sperm, 
Which is the Water. This Elerhent, has a 
Force and Vertúe, moft proper to diftribute 


each Species of Seed, to its fuitable Matrixes 


by the mean of the Sperm, and Men/truunt 
of the World: And it contains the Vital 
Spirit of all Creatures, which Spirit lives eve- 
ry where, penetrates all things, and gives 
Seed to the other Elements, as Man commu. — 
nicates it to Womex: It ‘is the Air that feeds 
tlie other Elements; impregniótes them; and 


.preferves them; and daily Experience. tea- 


ches us, that hot only the Minerals, Vege- 
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tables, and Animals, but even the other Ele» 


ments live by the mean of the e4ir. For’ 


we fee, that all Waters are putrefy’d and be- 


- come foul, if they do not receive a fref eAir z 


The Fire likewile is extinguifh’d, if it has. 


not Air. From hence, the eAlchymifts have 


learn’d to diftribute Air to their Fire by de- | 


grees, to nyeature the e4ir by their Regi- 


fters; and'to' make their Fire greater or lef~ 


fer, according to the greater or lefler Pro- 


_ portion of the eA?r which they give it. The 
Pores of ‘the Earth are alfo preferv'd by the 
Air, and in fine, the whole Machine of the 
World, is maintain d and fupported' by the 
mean of the Air. | 


Man, asalfo all other Animals, die if they 


are depriv’d of Air, and nothing would . 


grow in the World, without the Force and 
Vertue of the «Air, which penetrates, alters 
and attra@’s to'it felf, the multiplicative Nou- 
rifpment. In this Element, the Seed is ima- 
gin'd by the Vertue of the Fire, and this Seed 

-conftringes the Menfiruum of the World, by 
“this occult Power: As in the Trees, and 
Herbs, the Spiritual heat caufetlr the Sperm 
with the Seed, to iffue out througli the Pores 


of 
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of the Earth; and according as it Mues huts 
the Air conftringeth it -in proportion, and 
congeals it Drop by Drop: And thus from 
Day to Day the Trees grow, and become — 


_ very large, one Drop being congeal’d upon 


another (as we have fhown in our Book of 
the Twelve Treatifes. ) In this Element, all 
things are intire, by the Imagination of the 
Fire ; and indeed it is full of @ Divine Ver- 
tae, for the Spirit of the Lord is included 
therein (which before the Creation of the 


- World was carry’d on the Waters, according 


to the Teftimony of the holy Scriptures’) axd 
flies on the Wings of the Wind. YE then, it 
be fo, (as in effect it is ) that the Spirit of 
the Lord be inclos’d in the «Air, who can 
make the leaft doubt, that he has left in it, 
fomething of his Diving Power? For this 
great Monarch is usd toadorn his Palaces, 
with rich Furniture, and therefore he has gi- 
ven for Ornament to this Element, the Vital 
Spirit of all Creatures; for in it is the Seed 
of all the things that are difpers’d up and 
down every where. And as we have before 
obferv’d, this Sovereign Workman from the 
firft Creation of the World, has included in 
the Air a Magnetic Vertue, without which, 
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cit eould not attraét the leaft part of Noú- | 


| rifhment ; and then: the Seed would remain 
In a. {mall Quantity, without being able to 


increafe, or multiply. But as the Loadftone | 


draws to it felf the Iron, norwithftanding its 
hardnefs ( after the Example of the Arétick 
Pole, which attradis to it telf the Waters, as 
we have fhown when we treated of the Ele- 
ment of Water.) In like manner, the eAtr, 


by i its Vegetable Magnet, which is contain’d ' 


in the Seed, attradis to it felf its Nourifh- 
ment, from the Mexfirawm ot the World, 
which is the Water. All thefe things are per- 


form?d;: by the mean of the Air, for it is the 


Guide. of the Waters, and its Magnetic Ver- 
hue andl Power which God has lodg’d in it, 
is hidden in every Species of Seed, 1n order 


to attrad the Radical Moifture ; and this — 


Verte or Power-which is in all Seed, is al- 

ways the two Hundredth and Eightieth Part 

of the Seed, as we have obferv’d in the Third 
of aur Twelve Treatifes or Chapters. ` 


If therefore, you would. plant Trees aright, 
take particular Care, that the Attractive 
Point be ever turn’d towards the North; 
and 1 in fo doings, you will never lofe your La“ 
| bour. 


Ca) 
bour. For as the eArctick Pole draws to it: 
Self the Waters, fo does the Vertical. Point 
attract to itfelf the Seed, and every eAttrac- 


' tive Point xefembles the. Pole, We have 


an Inftance thereof in Wood, of which the 
Attractive Point tends always to xs Ver- 
tical Point; which likewife never fails toat- 
trat it. For let a Stick of Wood, be cut in 
{uch manner, that it may be every whereof 
an equal Thicknefs, and if thou hafta mind 
to know which-was its Superior Part, -before 
‘at.was cut from its ‘Tree, plunge it into a - 
Water that ¿is deeper than is the length ofthe 
Wood, and thou fhalt fee,. that the Superior 
Part will alwayscome out ofthe Water, be- 
fore the Inferior Part, for Nature cannot err 
gx its Ofice. But we fhall fpeak more am- 
ply of thefe things, in our Harmony, whete 
we {hall treat of the Magnetic. Force, ¢ tho’ 
-he may eafily judge of our. Loadftone, to 


whom the Nature of Metals is known. ). As 


for the prefent, it fhall fuffice us to have 
faid, that the eAir is a moft noble Element, 
in which is the Seed and Vital Spirit, or 
-the Domicil and Manfion of the Soul of- eve- 
ry Creature, 
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Cap Vo 
Ki the Element of Fi “re. 


re is die mok pure, and moft worthy 
| Element of ?em all, full of a Corrofíve 
: Unétuouliels ; it is penetrating, digefting, 
‘corroding, and very adhering. Exteriorly 
vit is vifible, but invifible in its Interior, and 

-moft fix’d; it is hot and. dry, and it is the 

-Earth that tempers.it.. ¿We have faid, in our 
-Treatile of the Element of Water, that in 


-the Creation of. the World, the moft. pure 


 Subftance of Fire, was firft rais'd up on high, 
“so encompáís the Throue of the Divine Ma- 


jefiy, when the Waters, of which the Hea- 


- ven. was compos’d, were congeal’d: That 


of the Subftance of Fire lefs pure than this 


| furl, the «Angels were created, and that the 
‘Luminaries, and the Stars’ were created of 
that Subítance of. Fire lefs pure than the fe- 
cond, but mingled with the moff pure Syb- 
ance of the efir. T he Subftance of Fire 
oo ee ee which 
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which was ftill Jefs pure than the third, “was 


exalted to its Sphere, to terminate - and fu- 
ftain the Heavens: The moft impure, and | 
unctuous Part, which we call the .Fire of 
Gehenna, remain’d in the Center of the 
Earth, where the Sovereign Creator by his 
Wifdom, has fhut it up to continue the Ope- 
vation of. Motion. Allthefe. Fires are truly 
divided, but neverthelefs they have 4 zatu- 


ral Sympathy for one ae 


This Element, is the moft cn and quiet 
of ‘all the Elements, ‘and may be - -compar'd 


to a Chariot, which rolls on when it is 
‘drawn, but remains Motionlefs, if it be not 
drawn: It is imperceptibly in all the: things 


of the World, the Vital and Intellectual Fa. 
cultles which are diftributed i in the firft Infu- 
fion of human Life, ‘are contain’din it, thefe 


“we call the Rational Soul, which pos e | 


eth Maz from the other Animals, and ren- 
ders him like unto God.’ This Soul, thus 


made of the moft pure part of the Elernen- 


tary Fire, was divinely infus’d into the Vi- 
tal Spirit, for which, Man after the Crea- 


‘tion of all. things, ‘was himfelf created as a 
dá World, or rather as 4 Compeudiuis 


e 
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of this grest Whole. God the Creator hag 
fix’d the Seat ef his Majesty, in this Element 


pf Fire, asin the moft-Pure and Tranquil 


Subjet, which is'govern’d by. the Sole im- 
menfe, and divine W Hdorh : Wherefore, God 
has ia abhorrence all forts of Impurity, and 


. pothing that is unclean, mix’d or defiPd, can 


approach him. From whence it. follows, 


that no Man naturally can fee, nor approach 
God; for the mof pure Fire which furrounds 


the Divinity, and is the proper Seat of the 
Majefíy of the moft high, wasraisd to fo high 
R Degree of heat, that no Eye can ¡pierce 
through it, becaufe the: Fire cannot fuffer 
any. thing that is mix’d. to approach it; for 


 Fire:is the Death, and S cintas jidi all comz 
| pounded togs Er 


We baie faid, dd shis Element á 15 a Tran 
guil and Quiet Subjet, (and indeed it is 
true ) for, atherwife-God could have no re- 
pole, ( which "would be -abfurd .even to 
think). ‘becaufe vit is:moft certain, that he is 
in a perfect Tranquillity, and even beyond 


what the Mind of Man is able to imagine, | 


That Fire is at reft, the very Flint Stones 
ere. an Inftance-of, in which there. isa Fire 
| which 
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which 'neverthelefs: does -not appear to. our 


Eyes, and of whofe heat we are not ienfible 


of, till it. be excited; and kindled by fome 
Motion : In like manner alfo, this. moft pure 
Fire which environ’s the moft holy Majefty of 
the Creator, has no Motion, if jt be riot tird ` 
up by the proper Will of the moft high; for 
then this Fire goes where it pleafes the Lord 
of all things. to dire& it; and when ie 
moves, there is of Courfe, a moft: terrible | 
and moft vehement Motion. ` Propofe to 
your felf for an Example, when any Moxarch 
of this World is feated-i in his Throne ‘of Mas 
jelty, how ptofound is the Silence round. 
about him ? ‘How perfe& the Tranquillity ? 
And admitting that any one of his Courtiers 
fhould ftir from his Place,. yet that peculiar 
Motion is but very little if at all confider’d: 

But when the Monarch. himfelf begins to 
move, in order to go from one place. to ano- 


‘ther, then the whole Affembly- is in a genes 
‘ral Motion, and thence enfues a great Hurry 


and Noife. What ought not we then to 
think, with much more Reafon, of «the Mo- 


= warch ‘of all Monarchs, of the Kzag- of all 


Kings, and of the great Creator of al things, ' 
Calter whofe Example the Princes of this 
| are 
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World are eftablifh’d on the Earth ) who 
by bis own «Authority gives Motion to the 
whole Creation? What’ an Auguft: Motion 
ishere? What trembling, when the whole 
Celeftial Army which environ’s him, moves 
` round about him? But fome fniveling Ridi- 
- culers of facred things, may perhaps put this 

Queftion : How comes it Mafter ‘Philofopher, 
that. you ‘know this, fince the Heavenly 
Tranfaftions are. hidden from human Un- 
derftanding ? To this we fhall anfwer, that 
al] thefe things are known to true Philofo- 
phers, and moreover that the Incompreben- 
fible Wifdom of God: has by Infpiration in- 
form’d them, that all things have been crea- 
created after the Example of Natare,. which 
gives us a. moft faichful Reprefentation of all 
thefe Secrets in its daily Operations, foraf- 
much as nothing is done on the Earth, but 
in imitation of the Celeftial Monarchy, as 


appears by the different Offices and Functi- - 
ons of the e4zgels; In like manner alfo, no- 


thing is produc'd, or generated on the 
Earth, but after a natural way; ‘fo that all 
the Inventions of Men, and even all the han- 
dy Crafts.and Devices which are at this day, 
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or fhall be practic’d SEFA do not proceed 
but from the mere Foundations of Nature. 


The Omnipotent Creator, has been pleas'd 
to manifeft unto Man all xatural. things; 
and that is the Reafon, for which he thought. 
fit to difcover to us likewife, the Celeftiab 
things which have alfo been naturally made, 
to the end Man might by that mean, be the 
better inform’d of his Abfolute Power, and 
Incomprehenfible Wifdom, which is what 
the Philofophers are enabled to fee in the 
Light of Nature, as in a Looking-Glafs. 
Wherefore if they have had this Science. in 
fo great efteem, and have fought after it 
with fo much Accuracy and Affiduity, it 
has not been out of a greedy defire to poffefs 
a great deal of Gold and Silver, but they ad- 
dicted themfelves thereto, from the two Mo- 
tives we have alledg’d ; that is to fay, to ob- 
tain thereby, an ample Knowledge, not on- 
ly of all things natural, but alfo of the Pow- 


er Of their Creator: And if after having at- 


tain’d to their defir’d end, they have not 
fpcken of this Science, but in a figurative | 
way, and in that but fparingly, it was be- 
caufe they would not manifeft tothe igno- 

rant 
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Hint thofe Divine Myfteries, which lead us 
to the perfect Knowledge of the ations of 
Nature. 


if rae ae thou can’t a to know thy 
fel and that thy Intellectuals are not too 
grofs, thou wilt eafily comprehend, how 
thou aft ‘made to the Refemblance of the 
great World, and even after the Image of thy 
God, Thou haft in thy Body, the o4zatomy 
of the whole Univerfe; for thou haft in the 
higheft place of thy Body, the Quinteffence 
of the four Elements, extraéted from the 
Sperms confufedly ‘mingled in the Matrix; 
and as it were, reftring’d in a ftri€ter man: 
ner within the Skin: In ftead of the Fire, 
thou hafta moft pure “Blood, in which the 
Soul refides in the Form of a King, by the 
mean Of the Vital Spirit. In lieu of the 
Earth, thou haft the Heart, in. which is the 
Central Fire which operates contiaually, and: 
preferves in its Being, the Machine of this 
—— Micrecofm; the Mouth -ferves thee for an 
_ «Aréltick Pole, the Belly for an eArtarétick 
Pole; and lo of the other Members, whiclr 
have all a Correfpondence with the Celeftzal 
Bodies : Of which we fhall one day treat 
more 


by communicates it to the feveral Members 
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thore amply in ovr Harmony, in the Chapter 
of eAffronomy, where we have fhown, that 
eAfironomy is an‘eafy and natural Art, how 
the Afpects of the Planets and Stars caufe 
Effects, and wherefore, by the mean of thee ' 
Afpe&ts, Rains, and other Accidents are - 
prognofticated, which would be too tedious 
to relate.in this Place, and all thefe things 
Knit, and link’d together, give naturally æ- 
more ample Knowledge of the Divinity. We 
were willing to offer to Obfervation, what 
the eAxcients have omitted, as well that the 
diligent Searcher oft-this Secret, might more 
clearly comprehend the Power of the mo ` 


High, as that he might love him, and adore - = 


him alfo with the greater Fervor. 


Let then, the Inquirer into this Science ' 
know, that the Soul of Man holds in this 
Microcofm, the place of its Creator, and is to. 
tas a King, which Soul is. plac’d in the Vis 
tal Spirit of the moft pure Blood. This 
Soul governs the Spirit, and the Spirit go 
verns the Body; when the Soul has con- 
ceiv’d any thing, the Spirit immediately 
knows what this Conception is, and prefent- 
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of the Body, which full of Obediénce, wait 
with Ardor; for the Commands of the Sou, 
in order to put "em in Execution, and to ful. 
filits Will. For the Body of it felf knows 
nothing, all the Vettue and Motion that is 
in the Body, is executed bythe Spirit; fo 
that the Body i is to the Spirit, only as an In- 


firument in the Hands of an eArtif?. Thee 


are the Operations, which the reafonable 
' Soul (by which Man differs from Brutes ) 
performs inthe Body, but it is capable of ef 
feCting much greater and more noble, when 
it is feparated there from, becaufe being out 
of the Body, it i$ abfolutely independent, 

and Sole Miltrefs of its Agtions: And it is in 
- that, that Man differs from othér Animals, 
becaufe they have only a Spirit, but not a 
Sou), which participates of the Divirity. 

In like manner alfo, does our Lord and great 
Creator of all things, operate in this World, 


what he knows to be neceffary for him to — 


ai; and becaufe bis Operations extend thems 
felves through all the Parts of the World, it 
is requifite to believe, that he is every where: 
But he is alfo beyond the World, becaufe 
his immenfe Wifdom performs Operations 
beyond, and out of the World, and forms 
Gons 
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Conceptions fo lofty and fublime, that all the 
Men together could. not comprehend them, 


And thefe are the Supernatural Secrets of | 


God alone,” 


` As we have an Example thereof, in the 
Soul, which being feparated from its Body, 
conceives moft profound and fublime things, 
and is in that like unto God, who out of his 
World operates ‘fupernaturally, tho’ to fpeali 
the truth, the Actions-of the Soul out of ¿ts 
Body, in comparilón with thofe of God out of 
the World, are only like a lighted Candle in 
refpect to the Light of the Sun in its Meri- 
dian, becaufé the Soul only executes ix idea 
the things which it imagines; but God gives 
a teal Being to all things, in the fame Mo- 
ment he. conceives them. When the Ssg) 
Of Man, imagines it felf to be at Rome, or 
elfewhere, it is there in the twinkling of an 
Eye, but it is only fo in Spirit: Whereas, 
God who is Almighty, executes effentially. r 
what he hasconceiv’d.- God then, is not ins 
cluded in the World, but as the Soul is in. 
the Body ; he has his Abfolute Power feparas 


ted from the World; as the Soul ofeach Bo- 
dy has an Abfolute Power feparate from itj 


and 
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and by this Abfolute Power, it can perform 
things fo fublime, that the Body cannot 
comprehend them. Itis able then, to work 
very much upon the Body, for otherwife our 


Pbilofophy would be unprofitable and vain. 
Learn then, from what has been faid before, 


to know God, and thou fhalt be fenfible of 
the difference there is between the Creator, 


and the Creatures; and afterwards thou fhalt 
be able of thy felf, to conceive things ftill 
greater, and more fublime, now that we 
- have open’d the Gate to thee. But that this. 


Work may not fwell too much, we fhaH re- 


turn to our w Purpofe. E a 


E7 have already faid, that Fire is a mof? 
quiet tranquil Element, arid that it is excited’ 
and ftir’d up by Motion; but none but wife 
Men know the manner of exciting it. It is 


requifite to Phifofophers to know all Genera- 
téons, and all Corruptions, but notwithftans 
ding, they plainly fee the Creation of Hea- 
ven, and the Compofition and Mixture of all 
things, and that they know all, yet they can- 
not do all. We know very well, the Com- 


pofition of Man in all his Qualities, but for ` 


all- an we cannot infufe a Sout into him, 
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for that is a. Myftery which belongs to God 
álone, who excells all by thefe infinite fuper- 
fiatural Myfteries: And as thefe things are 
out of Nature, fö are they not in its Difpof: 
tion, Nature cannot operate, unlefs it bé 
firit fupply’d with æ Matter! The Creator 
furnifhes it with the frf Matter, and the 
Philojothers afford it the fecond; But in 
the Philofophic Work, Nature is fo ftir up; 
and excite the Fire which God has included 
in the Center of each thing. The Excitati 
on of this Fire is made by the Will of Nature, 
and forhetimes it is alfo done by the Will of a 
fubtil eArtift; who difpofes Nature, for Fire 
naturally purifies all Species of Impurities, 
all Compounded. Bodies are diffolv’d by 
Fire, And as Water watheth and purifies 
all imiperfe&t things which are not fix’d, fo- 
likewife does Fire purify all things which are 
fix’d, and brings them to a Confummate Pers 
feétion : Now as Water conjoins -the Body 
which is diffolv’d, fo Fire feparates all Bos 
dies that are conjoin’d ; and whatever far 


takes of its Nature, and Propriety; it purs 


geth it thoroughly, and augments.it, got id 
Quantity, but i in Vertue: 
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- This Element, atts occultly by wonderful 
Means, as well againft the other Elements, 
as againít all other things, for as the Ratio- 
xal: Soul was made of that mofi pure Fire, 
fothe Vegetable Soul was made of the Ele- 
mentar) Fire which Nature ales 


` This Element, atts upon the Center of 
each thing after this manner, Nature gives 
the Motion, this Motion excites the Air, the 
eAir excites the Fire, the Fire feparates, di- 
pelts, tinétures, and ripens all Species of 
Seed; which being ripe, it forceth (by the 
mean: of the Sperm) into the Matrixes, 
which are either pure or impure, more or 
le bot,, dry or moif?'; and according to. the 
Difpofition of the. Place, or Matrix, divers 
things. áré prodtic’d i inthe Earth, as we have 
fet forth, inthe Book of the Twelve Treati- 
Tes, where making mention of the Matrixes, 
we have faid, that there were as-many Ma; 
Erixés as Places. God the Creator made and 
‘ordain vd all the things of ‘this World, in fuch 
‘mahwier; that: the one is contrary to-the o- 
'théč, but “however after fuch a way, that 
the Death ofthe one, is is the Life of tlie other ; 
Cog a what 
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what the one produces, the other confumes ;' 
and out of this Subject fo deftroy’d, is natu-. 
rally produc’d fomething ftill more noble ; fo 
that by thefe continual “Deffructious, and 
Regenerations, the Equallity of the Elements’ 


is prelervd : And it is likewife after this 


manner, that the Separation of the Parts of 
all Compounded Bodies, and particularly of 


Che Living, caufeth their ratural Death. 


Wherefore Man muf naturally die, becaufe 


_ being compounded of the four Elements, he 


is fubjeét to feparation, for as much as the 
Parts of all Compounded Bodies, naturally — 
feparate themfelves one from another. But 
this Separation of the human Compofition, was 
to be executed only at the day of Judgment : 
For Man (according to the Scriptures and 
the Divines) was created. Immortal in the 
terreftrial Paradife. However, none of thè 
Philofophers have hitherto been able to. give 
a fufficient Reafon, for Proof of this Immor- 
taility, the Knowledge of which, is proper 
for the Izquifitors of this Science, to the end 
they may know, how thefe things are natu- 
rally perform’d, and may be naturally under- 
ítood. It is a moft certain truth, and indeed 
no body doubts, that every Compound is fub- 
a N 3 ject 
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je&t to Corruption, and is capable of Separar 
tion, (which Separation, in the Animal 
Kingdom is call’d Death : ).But to fhow how 
Man altho’ compos'd of the four Elemeyts, 
can naturally be Immortal, is what is hard 
to be believ’d, and indeed feems to furpafs 
the Power and Faculties of Nature, Neyer- 
theleís, God has long fince infpir’d into Men 
Of Probity, and true Philofophers, how this 
~ Immortality might naturally be in Man, 
which we fhall give thee to vaerffand i e 
this manner, S 


God had created the terreftrial Paradife, 
Of the true Elements, not Elementated, but 
mof pure, temperd and united together ¡ in 
their greateft Perfection ; So that as they 
were t emfelves incorruptible, whatever was 
produc’d out of them, thus equally and moft 
perfectly. conjoin’d, ought of Courfe to be 
Immortal, for this equal and maft perfect 


7 Conjunition, cannot admit of Difunion and 


Separation, Now Maza wascreated of thefe 
Incorruptible Elements, conjoin’d together 
in a juft Equality, fo that he was not capable 
of Corruption ; liebe he was undoubtedr 
y delign’ d for erei becanfe God had 

; mo ; 
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moft certainly created this Peradife, -for the 
dwelling Place of Mex only. We fhall {peak 
thereof more amply, in our Treatife of.. Har- 
moxy, Where we fhall defcribe the Place 
where it is fituated. But after Man by his — 
Sin of Difobedience, had tranfgrefs’d the 

Commandments of Ged, he was banifh’d from 
the terreftrial. Paradife, and God difmifs’d 
him into this Corruptible and Elementated 
‘World, which he had only created for the 
Beatts, in which not being able to live with- 


.out Nourifhment, he was compell’d to feed 


upon what was produc'd by the Corruptible 
Elements Elementated, which infeCted ‘thofe 
ure Elements of which he had been created. 
And {fo he fell by Degrees, into Corruption, 
till at laft one Quality predominating over 
another, the whole Compofition was corrup- 
ted, and he was attack’d by a plurality of 
Infirmities; and in fine, Separation. and 
“Death enfued. Afterwards, the Children 
of the firft Men were more liable, and near- 
r to Corruption, and to Death,.-becaufe 
they were not created in the terreftrial- Pa- 
radije, and had been generated in that World 
which was compos'd of the Corrupted-Ele- 
ments Elementated, and of a Seed Corruptie 
N4 ble ; 
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ble; becaufe the Seed which was produc'd by 

Corruptible Aliments, could not be of long 

duration, and Incorruptible. And thus the 
. ‘farther Men are remote, from the time of the 
Expulfion out of the terreftrial Paradife, fp 
much the nearer are they to Corruption, and 
to Death: From hence, it neceffarily fol- 
‘lows, that our Lives are fhorter” than thofe 
of. the eAntients; and this gradual Impair 
will proceed to fich a degree, that Man will 
not be able to procreate his like, by reafon of 
the Abbreviation of Life. : 


There are ion Places which have a 
more pure eAir, and where the Comfellat;- 
ons are fo ‘favourable, that they defend Na 
ture from being fo foon corrupted, and are. 
dikewife the Cabfe that Men live more natu- 
rally ; but even. there the Intemperate fhors 
ten their Lives by their bad Regimen of li: 
ving. Experience alfo fhows US, that the 
Children of infirm “Parents, are ‘not long 
liv’d, but if Mán hed remain’d in the ter- 
refirial Paradife, which was a place agree- 
hble to bis Nature, where the Incorruptible 
| ‘Elements are intemerate, and of a Virgin Pu- 
fet he- would: have been Immortal to all 
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Eternity. For it is moft certain, that a Sub; 


_ je& which proceeds from the equal Commix, 


ture of purify’d’ Elements, ought.to be In- 
corrupt. And fuch ought the -Philofophers 
Stone to be, the Confeftiog of which (accor- 
ding to the Ancient Philofophers ) has been ' 
compar’d to the Creation of Man, but the 
Modern Philofophers taking every thing in a 
literal Senfe, only propofe to themfelves for 
Example, the Corrupted Generation of the 
things of this Age, which are produc'd but 
of Corruptible Elements, inftead of making 
choice of thofe which are made of Incorrupti- 
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ble Elements. 

This. Immortality of Max, was the Princi- 
pal Caufeof the Philofophers fearching after 
this Stone; for they knew that he had been 
created of the moft pure and perfe& Ele- 
ments; and meditating on this Creation, 
which. they acknowledg’d to be zatural, they 
began to make a diligent. Inquiry, whether 
it was poffible to have thofe Incorruptible 
Elements, or whether any Subjeét might be 
ound in which they were conjoin'd and ine 
fusd: To thefe Philofophers, God was 
pleas’d to reveal by Infpiration, E the 
A i: Com: 
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Compofition of fuch. Elements was in. Gold; 
for it is impoffible it fhould be in animals, 
fince they feed upon Corrupted Elements : 
That jt. fhould be in the. Vegetables, cannot 
be neither, ‘becaufe there is obferv’d in them, 
an Inequality of the Elements, But as eve» 
ry created thing has a tendency to its Mul- 
tiplication, the Philofopbers proposd to 
themíclves, to make a trial of this Pofibili- 
èy of Nature, inthe Mineral Kingdom: And 
having found it, they difcover’d an infinite 
Number of natural Secrets, of which they 
have fpoken but very little, becaufe they 
were of Opinion, that it belong’d to Ged 
alone to-reyeal them, | 


- Brom thence thou may E know, how the 
Corrapted Elements fall into any Subjeét, and 
how they feparate themfelves when the one 
exceeds thé other: And becavfe Putrefaéli- 
on 15 made' by the firft Separation, and that 
the Separation of the pure from the impure, 
is perform’d by Putrefaótion; ìf it fo hap- 
pera that a sew Conjunction is made, by 
ertue of the Central Fire, then it is that the 
Subje@ acquires a more noble Form than 
was the Artt. a jn that firft State, the 
z | grof 
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grofs mingled Co the fubtjl heing : çorap, 
ted, it cquid nor be pprify’d nor meljorated 
but by Putrefaftion; and that cannot be ef- 
fe€ted but by the Force of the four Elements, 
which enter into-all- Compoynded Bodies. 
For when, the Compound i is to be difunited, 
it refolyes jt felf into Water, and when the 
Elements are thus confufedly. mingled, thg 
Fire which is in Power jn each of the other 
Elements, as in the Earth, and in the Air; 
unite their Forces together, and by ‘heir, 
mutual Concurrence, and Affiftance, they 
furmount the Power of the Water, which . 
they- digeft, coét, and at laft congeal ; and 
by thefe means, Nature helps Nature, * For 
if the hidden Central Fire (which was de- 
priv’d of Life) is the Coxgueror, it a&s upon 
what is moft pure and moft proximate to its 
Nature, and joins it felf therewith; and it 
is after this manner, that it. overcomes its 
contrary, and feparates the pure from the 
impure : From whence is generated, a xew 
Form, much more noble than thé firt, if it 
be ftill further aided. Nay, fometimes by 
the Induftry of a Skilful eArti/?, an Immortal 
thing is made thereof, efpecially in the Mi- 


| peral Kingdom, fo that all things are made 


and 


® 
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and brought to a perfect Being, by Fire re 
Jone, well and duly adminiftred, i thou haft 
underftood me. A 


` Thou haft then in this Treatife, the aren 
of the Elements, their Nature, and their 
Operation fuccinétly defcrib’d; which is fuf- 
ficient in this place for our Intention. For 
if we would give a fan deféription ‘of each 
Element as it is, it would fwell to a great 
Volume, which is what is not requifite to 
our Subje&: But we fháll' defer all thefe 
' things, till we publifk, our Treatife of Har: 
250) y where by Gods Afi ftance; we fhall 
explain natural things , in a more Copious. 
and e. manner, 0, 


E = 
Cua. 


Y the Three ] 


rinciples of al 
things. E 


Aving thus deferib’d the four Elements; 

we muft now {peak of the three Prin- 

ciples of things, and fhow how they were 

immediately produc'd out of the four Ele- 
ments, which: was done in this manner. 


Immediately after God had conftituted and 


eftablifh’d Nature to.govern the whole Ma» 


narchy of the World, fhe began to diftribute 
to each thing Places, and Digzities, accor- 
ding to their Merits. She appointed firft the 


, four Elements, to.be Princes of the World; 


and to the end the Will of the moft high ( on 
which all Nature depends ) might be ful- 
flra, fhe ordain’d that each of thefe four 


| Elements fhould a& inceffantly on the 


etber. The Fire began then to aĝ agai 
ee, the. 
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the Air, and from this »4/fion was product 
phr; the Air fikewife began to act 
againít the Water, and this eAfion produc’d 
Mercury ; the Water began alfo to.a&t againft 
the Earth, and Salt was produc’d by this 
eAstion. But the Earth hot finding any O- 
ther Element, againft which it might act, 
was not able neither to: produce any thing ; 
but it retain’d within its Matrix, what the 
_ other three Elements had produc'd. This is 
tlie Reafon, why there are but three Princi- 
fles; and why the Earth remaihs the Ma: 
rix and Nurfe of the other Elements, 


There were Cas y we have obferv’d y three 
Principles produc’d, which the. «Ancient 
Prilofophers not having fo exatly confider’d, 
they made mention only of two Actions of 
the Eleménts. For who is able t6’ judge; 
whether they did: not know alí the three, 
dnd were willing induftrioufly to conteal oné 
of them, fince they only writ for thë Sons of 
_ the: Science, and have faid that Salpbur and 
Mercury" were the Matter of the Metals, and 
Even of the Stone of the Philof ophers; and 
thie chef: tivo Principles were fuffic ¡ent for 
tis? 

‘Whoever 
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-Whoever therefore, will fearch into this 
holy Science, ought of neceffity to have a 
Knowledge ‘of the Accidents, and even to _ 
know the eAccident it felf, that he may learn _ 
to what Subject, or to what Element he pro- 
pofeth to attain, and that he may proceed by 
fuitable Mediums or Means, if he defires to 
accomplifh the Quaternary Number. * For as 
the four Elements produc'd the three Princi- 
ples, in like manner, by a diminifhing Gra- 
dation, thefe three muft produce two, viz. 
the Male and the Female, and thefe two ) Mule | 


again produce ose that is Incorruptible; in 


which the four Elements ought to be eAxa- 
tically, that isto fay, equally powerful, and 
perfectly digefted and purify’d; and thus the 
Quadrangle will correfpond to the pros ince 
gle. And this is that Quinteffence fo necef. 
fary to every o/rtif?, feparated from the Ele- 
ments, freed from. their Contrariety. And 
after this manner, thou fhalt find in every 
Phyfical Compound of ' thefe three Principles, 
a Body, a Spirit, and a hidden Soul; and 
if thou join’ft together thofe three Principles, | 
after having feparated and weil purify’d them 
(as we have faid) without doubt by imita- 

ting 
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ting Nature, they will yield thee a mof puré 
Fruit. For altho’ the Sou} be. taken from a 
molt roble Place, yet it cannot arrive where- 
it tends to, but by the mean of its Spirit, 

which is k Place and Habitation of the. 
Soul ; tlie which if thou wilt caufe it to re-en- 
ter into a due Place, it muft firt be wafh’d 
clean from all Sin, and the Place muft like- 
wife be purify’d, in order that the Sogl} may 
be glorify’d therein, and may never be able 
to be si any more from it. 


Now then, thou haft the Origin of the 
three Principles, of which by imitating Na- 
ture, thou muft produce the Mercury of thé 
Philofophers, and their fir Matter, and 

bring to thy Intention the Principles of 
- things natural, and particularly of the Me- 
tals.’ For it is impoffible for thee ( without 
thefe Principles ) to bring any thing to Per- 
feftion by the mean of Art, fince even Na- 
. ture her felf cannot effe&t, nor produce any. 
thing without "em. *Thefe three Principles 
arein all things, and without them nothing 
is produc'd nor effe£ted in the World, neither 
will there any, thing ever be effeCted natu- 
ce | 

But 
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But becaufe-we have above faid, that the 
Ancient Philofopbers made mention but of 
two Principles only; to the end the Inquifi- 
tor of the Science may not be deceiv'd, it ig 


_requifite he fhould know, that notwithfan- _ 


ding they have fpoken but of the Sulphur and 
Mercury, yet neverthelefs, without the Salt; 
they could never have attain’d to thé Per- 
fection of this Work, fince it is that which 
is the Key, and the main Principle of this 
Divine Science; it is that which óperis the 
Gates of Juftice; it is the Salt that has the 
Keys to open the Prifons in which the Sul 
Phar is inclosd, as 1 Shall fome Day declare 


more at large; when I write of the Sale, in 


our Third Tredtife of the Principles, Ag 
prefent let us return to our Purpofe, | 


Thefe three Principles dre abfolitely ne: 
ecflary to us, becaule they are the proximaté 
Matter ; for there are two Matters of Me: 
tals, the one more proximate, and the other 
more remote; the more proximate ate the 
Sulphur and Mercury, the more reriote are 
the four Elements; of which it belongs only 


the 
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the Elements, becaufe thou can’ft not make 
any thing of them, and thou could’{t-at moft, 

roduce but thole three Principles, lince 
even Nature her felf cannot produce any 
thing elfe out of them. Now, if out of the 
four “Elements, thou cavit produce nothing 
but the three Principles, why fhould'ft thoy 
amufe thy felf with fo vain a Labour, as to 
feck out, or attempt to make what Nature 
has already generated? Is it not better to 


travel three Thoufand Leagues than four? 


Let it fuffice thee therefore, to have the 
three Principles, of which Nature produces 
all things within. the: Earth, and upon the 
Earth, the which likewife thou wilt find in- 
| tirely i inall things. Of thejr due Separation 
and Canjunction, Nature produces: in the 
Mineral Kingdome Metals.and Stones’; ia the 
Vegetable Kingdom, Trees, Herbs, and other 
things; and, in the «Animal Kirgdam, the 
Body, the Spirit, and the Squl, which. {quares 
very well with he Work of .the Philefopbers. 
The Body is the Earth, the Spirit is the Wa- 
ter, the Soul is the Fire, or the Selgbar of 
the Gold. The. Spirit augments the Quan- 
city of the Body, and the Fire increafes.its 
Vertue, . But becaufe with regard, to the 
o i bi 
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Weight, there is more of the Spirit than of 
the Fire, the Spirit is exalted, opprefles the 
Fire, and attracts it to it felf: So that each. 
of. thefe two. is, augmented, in Vertue, and 
the Earth which. is in the middle between 
them, increafes in Weight. 


«Let every Izquifitor of the eArt, deter- 
mine then in his Mind, which of the three 
Principles it is he feeks for, and let him af 
fift and help it, that it may be able to over- 
come its contrary; and then let him add to 
the Weight of Nature, what it is deficient 


in, that «Art may accomplifh what is defec» 


tive in Nature: And thus the Priaciple. 
which he feeks after, will furmount its con- 
trary. We have faid in the Chapter of the 
Element of the Earth, that it is only the Re- 
Ceptacle of the other Elements; that is to 
fay, the Subje& in which Fire and Water 
are in conflict by the Intervention of the 
eftr ; now if in this Strife, the Water over- 


comes the Fire, it produces things of fhort. 


duration, and corruptible: But if the Fire : 
gets the better of the Water, it produces 


things which are perpetual, and incorrupti- 


O x ble, 
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ble. Confider therefore, what is neceflary 
for my Purpofe. 


Know moreover, that Fire and Waterare — 
in every thing, but neither Fire nor Water 
produce any thing, becaufe they only contend 
together, and are at Strife, which of the two 
fhall have the greater Agtivity, and Vertue, 
which is what they could not do of them- 
felves, ifthey were not excited by ax Extrin- 
fic beat, which the Motion of the Celefial 
Vertues kindles in the Cexter of the Earth, 
without which heat, the Fire and the Water 
would never be able to effeét any thing, and 
each of them would always remain within 
ies own Bounds, and in its proper Weight y 
But after Nature has conjoin’d them in any 
Subjeét, in a due and convenient Proportion, 
then fhe ftirs them up, and excites them by 
an Extrixfic beat; and fo the Fire and the 
Water begin a Combat one againft the other, 
in which each calls its like to its Affiftance ; 
‘and in this manner they afcend, and increafe 
until fuch time that the Earth is no longer 
able to afcend with them. While they are 
both detain’d: in the Earth, they are fubtr- - 
liz’d, for the Earth is the Subje€t in which 

the 
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the Fire and the Water afcend inceflantly, 
and exert their Action through the Pores of 


the Earth, which the «Air has open’d and 


prepar’d for them, and from this Subtilizati. 
on of the Fire, and of the Water, are gene- 
rated Flowers, and Fruits, in which the Fire 
and the Water become Friends, as may be 
feen in the Trees, for the more the Water, 
and the Fire are fubtiliz’d, and purify’d by 


- Afcenfion, the more excellent Fruits do they 


produce, and chiefly if when the Fire and 
the Water furceafe their Operation, their uni- 


ted Vertues are equally powerful. 


Having then purify’d the things thou de- 
fign’{t to make ufe of, contrive that the Fire 


and the Water may become Friends, (which 


is what they will be eafily brought to be in 


_ their Earth which afcended with them ) and 


then fhalt thou finifh thy Work fooner than 
Nature, if thou know’{t, how to conjoin the 
Water of the Fire artfully, according to the 
Weight of Nature, not as they were before, 
but as Nature requires, and as it is neceflary 
for thy Purpofe ; becaufe that in all Com- | 
pounds Nature puts lefs of Fire than of the 
other three Elements, There is always lefs 
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of the Fire in them, but then Nature apreds 
ably to its Power adds an Extrinfic Fire to 
excite and ftir up the Ivterzor Fire, according 
to the more or lefs which is requifite: to each 
thing, and that during a longer or a fhorter 
{pace of time. And according to this Opera- 
tion, if the Intrixjic Fire: overcomes, or is 
overcome by the other Elements, there arife 
things perfect or zmpeérfect, as well in Mine- 
vals as Vegetables. It is true indeed, that 
the Extrimfic Fire does not enter effentially 
into the Compofitzon of the thing, but only in 
Vertue, becaufe the Intrinfc material Fire 
contains within it felf, all that is neceflary to 
it, provided it have but Nourifhment ; and 
the Extrinfic Fire ferves to nourifh it, in like 
manner as Wood feeds the Elementary Fire ; 
and according to the more or lefs Nourifh- 
ment it has, it Increafes or multiplies 

E great care muft be taken, that 
adlie Extrinfic Fire be not too great, becaufe 


then it would fufocate the Istriafe; as a. 


Man that would eat more than he were able, 


would be foon choak’d, a great Flame de- - 
vours a fmall Fire. The Extrizfic Fire ought — 


to be multiplicative, and nourifbing, and 
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not devouring ; for after this manner, things 


attain to their ‘Perfection. Decoétiorn then, 
is the Perfection of all things, and thus Na+ — 


ture adds Vertue to Weight, and fo perfects 


its Work : But becaufe it is very difficult to 
add any thing to a Compound, fince that re- 


quires a long Labour, I advife thee to re- 


move as much of what is fuperfluous, as is 
neceflary, and as Nature requires, mix this 
with the Superfluities taken away; Nature 
will afterwards fhow thee, what thou haft 
fought after. Nay, thou fhalt even know, 
whether Nature has well or ill conjoin’d the 


- Elements, fince all the Elements fubfift only 


by their Conjunction. But many oArti/ís 


_ fow Straw inftead of. Wheat, fome fow both 


the one, and the other: Many reje what 
the Philofophers love, and fome begin, and 
end at the fametime, which only happens to 
them, through their Izconf ancy. They make 
Profeffion of a difficult and intricate Art, 
and yet they feck after an eafy Labour; they 
rejeét the good and proper Matters, and fow 
the bad. And as the good eAuthors, in the 
beginning of their Books, hide and darken 
this Science, in like manner do the 04rt2fís, 
in the beginning of their Work, reject the 
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true Matter. We fay then, that this Art 
confifts in nothing elfe than in the Vertues 
- of the Elements, equally mix’d together, 
that is to fay, in an natural equality of the 
hot, cold, dry, and moift ; a Conjunétion of 
the Male, and of the Female, and that this 
fame Female has generated this Male, that is 
to fay, a Conjunction of the Fire and of the 
Radical Moifture of the Metals: Confidering 
always, that the Mercury of the Philofophers 
has within it felf, its proper Sulphur, which 
is by fo much the better, as Nature has more 
or leís coéted, and depurated it. Thou 
_may’ft be able to. effeét all thefe things by 
Mercury, now if thou doft but know how 
to add thy requifire Weight, to the Weight 
of Nature, by doubling the Mercury, and 
tripling the Sulpbur, the whole will in a 
fhort time become good, and afterwards 
better, and at lait very good, altho’ there be 
therein, but one Sole Sulphur apparent, and 
two Mercuries of the felf fame Radix, nei- 
ther too Crude, nor too much Coéted, yet 
neverthelefs purg’d, and diflolvd, if thou 
halt underftood me. 


Te 
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It is not neceflary, that I Should make a 
plain Declaration, in writing of the Matter 
of the Mercury of the Philofophers, nor of 
the Matter of their Sulphur. No Man has 
hitherto been able, nor never will be, to de- 


clare it more openly, nor more clearly, than 
the eAncient Philofophers have defcrib'd, and 


even nam’d it, unlefs he will be ax eAnathe- 
- ma ofthe eArt : For it is fo commonly nam”d, 


that it has even depreciated it, and made it 
of no efteem. This is the Caufe why the 
Induifitors of this Science apply’d themfelves — 


. rather to find out certain vain Subtilities, 
_ than to abide in the fimplicity of Nature. 


We donot at the fame time fay, that the 
Mercury of the ‘Philofophers is a thing that is 
common, and that it is clearly nam'd by its — 
proper Name; but that they have fenfibly 

defcrib’d the Matter, out of which ¿he Phi- 
Jofophers extra their Mercury, and their 
Sulphur, becaufe the Mercury of the Philofo- 
phers is not to be found in it felf upon the 


. Earth, but it is extraíted by Art, out of | 
_ Sulphur and Mercury join’d together : It does 


not [how it felf, becaufe it is naked, and yeg 
Na 
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Nature has wrap’d it up alep a molt Won- 
derful manner. 


=- To seule hén, we fay we the way of 
Repetition, that Sulphur and Mercury ( yet 
join’d together ) are the Mine of our Quick- 
filver, which has the Power to diffolve Me- 
tals, to mortify them and to revive them. 
It has receivd this Power from the fharp 
Sulphur, which is of the fame Nature with | 
it. , 


But, that thou may’ft the better compre- 
hend, be attentive to the difference there is 
between our oArgent-Vive, and that of the 
Vulgar. Fhe Vulgar Quickfilver doés not 
diilolve Gold nor Silver, and does not min- 
gle with them infeparably: Whereas, oer 
efrgent-Vive diflolves both Gold and Silver, 
and if once it be mingled with them, they 
are never after to be feparated, no more than 
Water commix’d with Water. The Vulgar 
Mercury has in it, an evil combuttible Sul- 
phur, which blackens it ; our Mercury has an 
3acombujtible Sulphur, which ts fix’d, good, 


= mighty White, and Red. The Vulgar 


Mercury i is cold and moult, ours is hot and 
molt ; 


Y 
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moift ; the Vulgar Mercury blackens and 
ftains the Bodies, our eArgent-Vive whitens . 
them, even to the rendering them clear like 
Cryftal. Again, the Common Mercury by 
Precipitation, is converted into a Citrine 
Powder, and an evil sulphur ; whereas, our 
eArgent-Vive by the means of heat, is conver. 


ted into a moft White Sulphur, which. is 


fix’d and fufible. The Vulgar Mercury be- 
comes by fo much the more fufible, as it is 
coéled, but the more Coéction is given to our 
eArgent-Vive, the more it thickens and coa- 
gulates. 


All thefe Circumftances, may be able to 
inform thee of the great difference that is bee 
tween the Vulgar Mercury, and the eArgent- 
Vive of the Philofophers. Now if thou doft 
not yet underftand me, it is in vain for thee 
to think thou ever wilt; do not hope that 
ever any Man living will difcover thefe things 
more clearly to thee, than I have here done, 
But let us now fpeak, of the Vertues of oar 
eArgext-Vive ; it has fo efficacious a Power 
and Vertue, that of it felf, it is fufficient for 
thee, and it felf too ; that is tofay, that thou 
haft no other need than of it alone, ar | 

the 
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the addition of any Foreign thing, fince by 
its Sole natural -Decoction, it diflolves and 
congeals it fel. But the Philofophers in the 
Concoctión, (thereby to fhorten the time ) 
add thereto, its own Sulphur well digefted, 
and maturated, and fo effeítuate their Ope- 
vation. 


- We could eafily have cited here, the Philo- 
fophers who confirm our Difcourfe; but be- 
caufe our Writings are clearer than theirs, 
they do not ftand in need of their Approba- 
tion: For whoever fhall be able to under- 
ftand them, will eafily likewife underftand 
us. If therefore, thou wilt follow our Ad- 
vice, we counfel thee in the firft Place, to 
learn to lay a reftraint upon thy Tongue, be- 
fore thou apply’ft thy felfto this «Art. Next 
- that thou {earch and inquire into the Nature 
of Mines, Metals, and Vegetables, becaufe 
eur Mercury is to be found in every Subjeét, 
and that the Mercury of the Philofophers 
may be extracted from every thing, tho’ it 
3s found in a more proximate degree in one 
SubjeG@, than in another. 


Know 
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Know moreover for certain, that this Sci. 
exce does not confift in Chance, nor in any 
fortuitous and cafual Invention, but is foun- 


_ ded on a real Knowledge: And there is but 


this Sole and only Matter in the World, by’ 
which, and of which, the Stone of the Phi- 
Jofophers is prepar’d, It is indeed, in all the 
things of the World, but the Life of Man 
would not be long enough to effectuate the: 
Extraction thereof, however, if thou labour’ f 
at it, without the Knowledge of natural 
things, and chiefly in the Mizeral Kingdom, 
thou wilt be like unto a blind Man, who 
walks along by habit. Whoever works afe 
ter that manner, will always have his Labour: 
intirely fortuitous and cafual: And indéed- 
(as it often happens) notwithftanding any’ 
one by Chance fhould work on the true 
Matter of our «Argent-Vive, yet it fo falls 
out, that he leaves off his Operation there, 


= where he ought to begin, for as he found it 


fortuitoufly, fo likewife does he lofe it fortui- 
toufly, by reafon he has no Foundation on 
which he can afcertain his Intention. Where- 
fore, this Science is the pure Gift of the moft 
high God, and cannot but with great difficul- 


E 


( 206 ).. 


ty be know n, without Divine Renai 
or the Demonftration of fome Friend. For 
we cannotall of us be Gebers, nor Lulli¿, and 
altho’ Lzllias was a Man of a moft fubtil Ge- 
nius, yet if eArzoldas had not let. him into 
the Knowledge of the «Art, for certain he 
would have. been like others, who fearch af- 
ter it with fo much difficulty: And even 
Arnoldus himfelf, does not fcruple to confefs. 
that he had been taught it by a Friend. Ie is 
eafy for him to write, to whom Natgre her 
felt {hall think fir to diate; and as the 
common Proverb has it, it is very eafy to add 
to what is already iavented. Every Art, and 
every Science, is cafy to the Mafters thereof, 
but to the Difciples who are juft commen- 
Cig, it is nor {0; and to acquire this Science, 
are - requifite, a. long time, many Veffels, 
great Expenses, a daily Labour, with deep 
Mcditations: But all things are eafy and 
light to him hd knows them. E 


“We therefore ee. by way of Conclufion, 
that this Science is the Gift of God alone, and 
that he who has a true Knowledge thereof, 
ought to pray to him inceffantly, that he will 
ep “pava to blef this eArt with bis holy 

; Graces ; 
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Graces; for without the Divine Benedisti. 
ox, it is altogether unprofitable, as we have 


our felves found by. Experience, -when ' for 


the fake of this Science, we have undergone 
- great Dangers, and have receiv’d there from 


more Of -Misfortune, and Inconvenience, | 
than of Benefit and Utility. But it is“ufual 
to Mankind, to become wife a little too date, 
the Judgments of God are fo many Abyffes, 


and yet inall our Misfortunes, we have con- 


tinually admir’d the divine Providense-:'“For 
our Sovereign Creator has always given us 


- {uch a ProreStion, that none of our Bftemies 


could ever be able to opprefs us ; we have 
ever had ote Angel Guardian who was fent 
to us from: Gad, to preferve that e4rk, in 
which it had pleas’d him to lodge fo great a 
‘Freafuré, and which he proteéts to this pre- 
fent time. We have been inform’d, that our 
Enemies have fallen into the Snares they had 
prepar’d for us, that they who had made 
Attempts upon our Life, have been depriv’d 
of theirown; that they who had feiz”d out 
Wealth, have loft their own Eftates: Nay, 
fome of them have been even driven from 
their Kingdoms. We likewife know, that 
many of thofe who have trasluced us, and de — 

tracted 
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trated from our Honour, have perifh’d in 
Shame and Infamy, fuch has been our Secu» 
rity under the Guardianip and ‘Protettion 
of the Creator of all things, who from out 
very Cradle, has ever preferv'd us under the 
Shadow of his Wings, and has infpir’d into 
us a Spirit of underftariding of natural things, 
to whom be Praife and Glory to the utmoft 
Infinity of Ages, 


We have receiv’d fo many Bounties from - 
the moft high, our Creator, that we are fö 
far from being able to fet them down in Wri- 
ting, that we cannot even by Strength of 
Imagination, form a dge Idea of them. Thete 
is hardly any Mortal, to whom this infinite 
Bounty has granted more Favours, nay, I 
might fafely fay, not even fo many might 
it pleafe God that out of Gratitude, we had 
but eAbility enough, Under/tanding enough, 
and Eloquence enough to render him thofe 
Thanks and Acknowledgements which we 
owe him; for we openly confefs, that we 
cannot of our felves have deferv’d fo much, 
but we believe that all our Felicity proceeds 
from the Hopes we have had, have, and 
ever Shall have ig him. For we know, that 
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thete is not any Mortal that is able to help 
us, and that it ts from God alone our Creas’ 
tor, that we ought to hope for Succour and 
Relief; becaufe it would be in vain, to place 
eur Confidence in Princes, who ate Mortal 
Men like our felves, (as the Pfalmift fays ) 
they have all of them receiv’d from God, the 
. Spirit of Life, which being taken away, the 
remains are only Duft and Afhes: But it is 
a well grounded Security, to place ones 
_ Hope in God our Lord, from whom (as 
from a Fountain of Goodnefs) all good 


things flow even to a Redundancy. . 


: Do thou thereforé, who defir’ft to arrive 
at the happy Haven of this Science, fix alt 
thy Hopes in God thy Creator; and pray to 
him inceflantly, and believe with firmnefs, 
that he will not abandon thee: For if he | 
knows that thy Heart is candid and fincere,- 
and that thou haft plac’d thy whole Confidence 
in him, he will fupply thee with moft eafy 

_ Means, and will fhew thee the way thot 
ought’ to keep in, to enjoy the Bleffing 
thou fo ardently doft thirft after. Thé begins 
ning of Wifdom, is thé Fear of God: Have 
tecourfe to him therefore by Prayer, but las 
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- bour neverthelefs. It is God indeed, that 
gives Underftanding, but it is requifite, that 
thou fhould’ft know how to make ufe of it; 
for as a right Underftanding, and a good 
Opportunity, are the Gifts of Ged, fo do we 
alfo lofe them, as a Punifhment for our Sins. 


But to return to our Purpofe, we fay, that 
eur oArgextVive is the frk Matter of this 
Work, and that in effe& there is nothing | 
elfe in it, fince whatever elfe is added thereto, 
has its Ovigix from it. We have faid fome- 
where, that all the things inthe World aro : 
made, and generated by the three Princi- 
ples; but then we purify "em from fome of 
their Accidents, and when they are render’ 
very pure, we conjoin them again. By ad- 
ding what: weought to add thereto, we fup- 
ply and fulfil what is deficient, and by imi- 
tating Nature, we continue ogr Coftiom, to 
- thelat degree of Perfection, which is what 
Nature could not accomplifh, by reafon of 
fome eÁccident, and that fhe has already en- 
ded, where eArt muft begin. Wherefore, 
if thou wilt imitate Nature, imitate her in 
thote things in which fhe operates, and do 
not: = peevifh, if our bie fcem to con- 
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tradit chetitfelves in fome Places, for that. i 
what muft be, left the «4yt Íhould becom 
too common. But as for thy part, make 
choice of thofe things which agree with Nas 
ture, take the Rofe, and leave the Prickles; 
ifthou defign’t to makea Metal, take a Mes 
sal for thy material Foundation; becaufe of 4 
‘Dog nothing is generated but a Dog, antl of 
a Metal nothing is generated but a Metal. 
For know for certain, that if thou dolt not 
take the Radical Moifture of the Metal pera 
fetly feparated, thou fhalt never do any 
thing: Thou till’ft the Ground in vain, if 
thou haft not a Grain of Wheat to Sow thieres 
in, there is here but ose Sole Matter, one ` 
Sole Art, and one Sole Operation, IF then; 
shou wilt produce a Metal, thou muft fer- 


ment with a Metal ; but if thou wilt produca 


a Tree, it is requifite that the Seed ofa Tree 
of the fame Species, with that which thou 
wilt produce, fhould be thy Ferment or Le: 
ven for fuch ProduCtion. 


There is ( as I have already faid ) but one 
Sole Operation; befides which there is not 
any other that is true; all thofe therefore 


| Gain themíelves, who fay that befides this 
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one fingle way, and this Sole natural Mate 
ter, there is fome particular thing which is 
right, for there is no having of any Branch, 
unlefs it be taken from the Trunk of the 
Tree. * It is a thing altogether impoffible, 
and even a foolifh .attempt, to go about to. 
produce ; a Bough, rather than the Tree out 
of which it is. to :(hoot; it is more eafy to 
make the Stone, than any ímall- and moft 
fi mple Particular, that is of any Utility, and 
will úndergo: the Trials like the natural. 
- Thére are however, many , who boaft they 
can make a fix’d Luna, but they would do 
much better, if they fix'd Lead or Tin, fince 
-ánmy Judgement, it is -the fame, thing, be- 
caufe thofe things do-not refift the Trial of 
the Fire, while they remain in their own 
proper Nature. © The Euza is in its Nature 
{ufficiently fix’d, and has no need of any So- 
phiftical Fixation ; but as there are as many 
_ Sentiments as Heads, we leave to every one 
his own Opinion: Let him who will not fol- 
low our Counfel, and imitate Nature, abide 
in his Error. It is true indeed, that many 
articulars may be made, when one has the 
ree, the young Shoots of which may be 
Grafted on many other Trees: In like man- 
E 4 ner 


(a) 


her as with one Se divers forts of Meats 
may be boil’d, according to .the difference 
of which, the Broth hall have a different Sa- 
vor, or Relifh, and yet fhall be made but of 
one and the fame Water, and of the fame 
Principle. 


We conclude then, that there is but one 
Sole Nature, as* well in Metals, as in the 
other things ; but its Operation is different. 


- There is difo, according to Hermes, an Uni- 


verfal Matter, fo from one. Sole thing, all 


things have taken their Origin. 


There ' are neverthele&, many pan 
who work each accordi ing tO their own Fan- 


Cy; they | feek a new Matter, for which rea- 


fon they alfo find a new nothing recently in- 


_ vented, becaufe: they inter pret the Writings 


of the Philofophers according to the literal 
Senfe, and haye no regard to the poffibility 
of Nature. But this fort of People are Com- 
panions of thofe, we haye made mention of 
in our Dialogue between the Mercury and the 
eAlchymift, who. return’d to their own 
Homes without having: concluded any thing; 


y feek the end of the Work; not only 
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without any meaz Infirument, but moreover 
without any ‘Priaciple. And this proceeds 
from their endeavouring to attain to this Art, 
without having learn’d the true Foundations 
thereof, either by @ frequent Meditation ox 
the Works of Nature, or by the Lecture of 
the Books of the Philofophers ; and that they 
amufe themfelves about the Sophiftical Re- 
ceipts Of Quacks, ( tho’ at prefent the Books 
of the Philofophers may have been alterd, 
and corrupted in many Places, by the Envi- 
ous, who have either added or diminifhed, 
according to their own capricious Whims, 
and Fancies ) and afterwards when they do 
not fucceed, they have recourfe to Sophiftica- 
tious, and'make a great many vain Trials 
by cAlbifications, and Rubifications, by fixe 
ing the Luza, and extracting the Soul of the 
Gold, which is what we have afferted as ime 
a to be done, in our Preface to the 

welve Treatifes, We will not-deny, but 
On the contrary we believe, that it is abfor 
lutely neceflary, to extraét the Metallic Soul, 
hot in order to employ it in Sophiftical Ope- 
rations, but in the Work of the Philofaphers, 
which Soul, being fo extra&ted and well pu- 
rify’d, ought to be join'd again to its Body, 
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that a true Refurrection may be made of the 


Glorify'd Body. We never did propofe to 
be able to multiply Wheat, without a Grain 
of Wheat; but know likewife, that it is ab- 
folutely falfe, that this Sou] when extradted, 
can tinge any other Metal by a Sophi/?icab 
wean, and all thofe who value themfelves for 
{fuch Performances, are Impoftors and Lyars. 
But we fhall fpeak more amply of thefe Ope- 
vations, in our Third Treatife of Salt, fince 


- this is not a proper place to enlarge on that 


Subject. 
PACALA ED EAEI EA CALACA CHINOS 
C HAP. VII. 

Of Sulphur. 


T is with good reafon, that the Philofo- ` 
phers haye afcrib’d the firt Degree of 
Honour to Salphur, as to the mofi worthy of 
the three Principles; in the Preparation of 
which, the whole Science is conceal’d. There 
are three forts of Sulphurs, which mutt be 
shafen amongít all other things; the firlt is 
P 4 a 
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2 Sulphur tinging or coloring, the: fetond: is. 
a Sulthur which congeals the Mercury, and 
the third is an effeatial Sulphur, which brings 
to Maturity ; of which to fpeak the truth, 
we ought to treat ferioufly, But becaufe we 
have already concluded one of the Prixciples, 
with a Dialogue, we are oblig’d to terminate 
the others after the fame manner, that we 
may not feem to be injurious to the one, foo- 
ner than to the other, : 


Sulpbar, is the moft mature of the ‘three 
Principles, and the Mercury cannot be con- 
_ geal’d but. by Sulphur, infomuch, that our 
whole Operation in this Art, ought not to be 
any other, than to learn how to, extract the 
Sulphur out of the Body of Metals, by the 
mean of which, our eArgent-Vive is con- 
geal’d into Gold, and Silver, in the Bowels 
of the Earth. In this Work, that Sulphur 
’ fupplies the Part of the Male, for which reg- 
- fon, it is efteem’d the moft noble, and the 
Mercury cfficiates as the Female. From the 
Compofition of the AGion of thefe two, are 
generated the Mercuries of the Philofopbers. 
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We have reprefented, in the Dialogue be 


.tween the Mercury and the eAlchymift, the 
-Congrefs form'd by the oAlchymifts, in or- 


der to confult among themfelves, of what 
Matter, and after what Manner, the Stone 


of the Peilofophers was to be made. We 


have alfo told, how they were furpriz’d by a 
great Storm, which oblig’d them to feparate 
without coming to any Conclufion; and 
how they were difpers’d almoft throughout 
the Univerfe. For that violent Tempeft, and. 


impetuous Wind, blew fo ftrongly into th: 


Head of fome of them, and remov’d them fo 
far the one from the other, that from that 
very time, they have not been able to refem- 


ble or form another Meeting : From whence 


it has happen’d, thateachof them imagines 


to. himfelf different Chimera’s, and will 


make the Stoze purfuant to his own'caprici- | 
ous Whim, and Fancy. But in this Congre- _ 
gation, which was compos’d of all forts of 
People of different Nations, and different 


Conditions, there was again another eAlchy. 


mift, of whom we are going to fpeak in this 
ae | 


He 
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He was otherwife a good fort of a Man, 
tmt could conclude nothing, he was of the 
` Number of thofe, who propofe to find the 
Philefopbers Stome cafually; he was moreo- 
ver, @ Companion of that Philofopher, who 
had held a Difpute with the Mercury. This 
Man talk’d after this manner, if I had had 
the good Fortune to difcourfe with the Mer- 
cary, Y Should have urg’d it in few Words, 
and have worm’d out of it all its moft hidden 
Secrets; my Companion was a great Fool, 
(feid he ) not to have known how to pro- 
qeed with kt. As for my own part, the Mere 
gary never pleas’d me, neither do 1 believe 
it contains any thing that is valuable: But 
X mightily approve of Salpbar, becaufe in 
Qur Affembly, we difputed of it very lear- 
nedly ; and I verily believe, that if that un- 
feafonable Storm had not interrupted us, and 
broke off our Converfation, we fhould have 
at laft concluded that it was the firf? Matter, 
becaufe J am not usd to conceive trifling 
things, and my Head is fill’d with nothing 
but profound Imaginations. And he fo con- 
firm’d himfelf in this Opinion, that he in 
fine refolv’d to work upon Sulphur ; he there- 
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fore began to diftil xt, fublime it, calcine it, 


fix it, and extra& an Oil from it, per Came 

anam: Sometimes he would take it by ie 
flf, and fometimes he would mingle it with 
Cryftals, and at other times with Egg-fhells, 
and made divers other Trials of it. And af 
ter having employ’d much time, and been at 


great Expences, without ever being able to 


find out any thing that would anfwer his 
Expeétation, the poor Wretch grew very 
Melancholy, and pafs’d over many Nights 
without fleeping. Sometimes he would 
walk out of the Town alone, that he might 
be the better able to think ftrioufly, and 
pitch upon fome Matter by which he might 
be certain to fucceed in his Work. One Day 
while he was walking, and fo wholly taken 
up with his deep Specaletions, that he feem’d 
to be exftafy’d therewith, he came to a cer- 
tain Foreft, which was very Green, and 
abounded with all things, in which there 
were Mineral and Metallic Mines, and q 
great many Birds and Beafts of all forts; 
There were likewife, Trees, Herbs, and 
Fruits.in abundance, there were moreover, 
feveral Aqueduéts, for no Water could be had 
there, unlefs it were brought thither from di. 
| i oe vers 


(220): 


vers Places, by the Skill and Contrivance aa 
feveral Artificers, by the means of many In- 

‘ftryments and Pipes. The belt, the chiefeft, 

and moft clear, was that which was drawn 

from the Beams of the Moon; and this being 

a molt excellent Water, was preferv’d for 
the Nymph of this Foref?. Yn this Place were 

likewife, Flocks of Sheep, and Herds of 
Cattle grazing ; there were alfo, two young 
Shepherds; to whom the «4lchymil? addrefs’d 
` himfelf, in this manner: To whom (faid he) 
does this Foret belong? They made An- 
Íwer,: that ic was the Garden and Foreft, of 
their Nymph Venus. The Place was migh- 
ty agreeable to the eAlchymif?, he walk'd up 
and down init, but he ftill was plung’d in 
ferioas Thoughts concerning his Sulphur; in 
fine, being fatigu’d with his continual wal- 
king; the poor Wretch fat down under a 
_ Tree, on one fide of the Canal; there he 
began to lament bitterly, and to bewail the 
Time, the Labour, and the great Expences 
he had foolifhly . beftow’d without any Pro- 
ht, (for he’ was not otherwile an ill Man, 
and did no harm to-any Body ‘bur himfelf. ) 
- He‘exprefe’d himfelf after this manner, what 

does allthis mean? All the —— fay, 

zr that 
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‘that it is a thing which is common, of little 


value, and eafy ; and yet I who ati a ledrned 
Man, cannot comprehend what this wret4 


ched Stone is. While. he was thus complain: 


ing, he began to abufe- Sulphur, becaufe it 
had made him expend.in vain fo much Mo- 
ney, trifle away fo much Time, and lofe fo 


` much Labour. ..Now the Sulphur was like- 


wife in this, Foteft, but the eAlchymi/? did 
not know it; while he was bewailing him- 
felf, he heard a Voice, like that of an Old 


Man, which faid to him, my Friend, why. 


doft thou thus, exclaim againft Sulphar ?. 
The cAlchymift : looking every way round 
about him, and. not feeing any Body, was 
fcard. The Voice however, faid to him — 
again, why doft thou affli& thy felf? The 

eAlchymi/f? hereupon taking Courage, made 
this Anfwer, as he who is “hungry Sir; 
dreams of nothing but Bread, in like-man- 


. ner, my Thoughts are continually taken up 


with the Stone of the Philefepbers. eg 


. The Voice. But why doft thou curfe the 
al fo much: ? : 


y Ach. 


M 
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WÁlcb. My Lord, I was of Opinion; that | 
it was the fr/? Matter of the Pbilojophers 
Stowe; for this Reafon, I work’d upon it 
many Years, I fpent a.great deal of Money, 

and yet have not been able to find out this i 
Stone. 


Voice: Friend, Í know indeed that Sal: 
phur is the true, and principal Subjeét of the 
_Stoxe of the Philofopbers: But as for thee, I 
know thee not, neither can I comprehend 
any thing of thy Working, ot of chy Delig 
Thou art in the wrong to curfe Salphar, be- . 
eaufe being imprifon'd, he cannot be favou 
table to all fortsof People, efpecially fince he 
is in a moft dark Prifon, and fetter’d, and 
does not go any where, but where his Keep». 
ers pleafe to carry him. : : 


eAlch. And for what Reafon is he fo im: 


prifon’d? — 
-— Folee. Becaufe he was for obeying all the 
elchymifis, and doing whatever they pleas'd | 


againít the Will of his Mother, who had com. 
marided him to be obedient, only to thofe 


who | 
| 
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who knew her ; wherefore fhe caus'd him to 
be put in Prifon, and order'd him to be fet- 


-——terd, and fet a Guard over him, that he 


might not be able to go any where without 
their Knowledge and Confent. 


elch. O the miferable Wretch ! This is 


the Caufe, why he could not come to my 
affiftance: Indeed his Mother does him 2 


great deal of wrong, but when will he be - 
fet at Liberty ? 


Voice. My Friend, the Sulphur of the Phi 
Jofophers cannot be fet at Liberty but with 
much Time, and very great Labours. 


eAlch. My Lord, pray who are they that 
have him in Cuftodp? 


Voice. Truly Friend, his Guards are P the 
fame Genus witk himfelf, but they are Ty- 
rants. | > 


_eAlechb. But as to your elf Str, pray who | 
| are you? And what is your Name? 


Voices 
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Voice; Y am the Fudge, and the Goaler A 
thofe Prifoms, and my Name is Saturn. 


elch: The Sulphur then is detain’d in. 
| = Prifons ? 


Voice. lt is indeed true, ‘ie Sulphur is 
deuindi in my Prifons, but he has befides, 
other Keepers. = 


eAlch. And what is it he does in the 
Prifons? 


Poice. He does whatever his" Keepers: 
l pleafe. 


eAlch. But pray what is he ‘ails of 
doing * ? 


| Paice. He | is a skilful Artif, wis makes 
a a Thoufand different Works, he is the Heart 
of every thing: He knows how to meliorate 
the Metals, and corre the Mixes; he gives 
Underftanding to the Animals, he knowy 
how to produce all forts of Flowers in Herbs, 
and Trees; he has a Dominion over all thefe 


things : 


= 


o C2383) 
things: It is he that corrupts thé 44i, and 
yet afterwards purifies it; he is the Author 
ef all the Odors and Scents in the World, 
and at the fame time, the Painter of all 


‘Colours: =. | 


__ Alch. Of what Matter does. he make the 
Flowers ? | , 

_ Voice: His Keepers füpply hint with the 
Veffels, and the Matter, the Sulpbur digefts 
it; and according to the diverfity öf the Dis 
geftion, it makes thereof, (and a due régard 
being had.to Weight and Proportion ) it pros 
duces divers Flowers, and a Plurality of 
Odors: a 2 3 m i 


/Alch, My Lord, is he old ? 

Voice. My Friend, know that Salpbian is 
the Vertue of every thing, he is the yoüngeft 
in Birth, but the oldeft of all, the ftrongéft; 


and the moft worthy ; yet he is an Obedient 
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* Alch. Pray Sir, how is he to be known ? 


` Voice. By means which are altogether ad- 
inirable, but he makes himfelf known in 
- Animals by their Vital Reafon, in Metals by 
their Colour, and in Vegetables by theer 
Odor ; without. him bis Mother can do no- 
thing. E a 


- 'eAlch. Ts he Sole Heir, or has he Brethren ? 


Voice. My Friend, bis Mother has only 
óne Son of this Nature, his other Brothers 
are Affociates of the Wicked; he has one 
Sifter whom he loves, and. by. whom he is 
reciprocally belov’d, for fhe is to him as it 
were his Mother. 


eAlch. Pray Sir, is he every where, and 
ió all Places in the fame Form? — 
„Noice. As for his Nature, it is always one, 
and of the fame Form, ‘but-he is diverfify’d 
in the Prifons; however, his Heart is always . 
pure, but his Garments are {potted. 


eAlch.- 


free? 
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Aled. Pray Sit, HXH 


RAR | | 
_ Voice. Yes for certain, he has had a pera 
fect Liberty, more efpecially in the Time of 
thole Sages, who had a great Familiarity 
With bis Mother, > ` | | 


eAlch. And pray who were they? 


Voice. They were many in Number, Heys 
mes who was one and the fame Thing with 
bis Mother, was one of them, After him 
Were many Kings, Princes, and a Plurality 
of other Sages, fuch as were in thofe Timeg 
eriftotle, eAvicen, and others who have fet 
the Selpbxr at Liberty. For all thofe knew 
how -to loofen and untie the Bands with 
which Salpbur was hamperd. E 


; eAlch. Pray Sir, what did he give them 
for having fet him at Liberty ?. 


Voice. He gave them three Kingdoms ; for 
when any one knows how to diflolve him, 
and deliver him out of Prifon, he fubdues his 

| O Q2 Keepers 
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Keepers, (who at prefent govern him in his 
Kingdom,) he binds them, and delivers them 
him up,and fubjeéts them to him who has fet 
free, and gives him alfo their Kingdoms in 
Pofleffion. But that which is ftill greater, ts, 
that in his Kingdom there is a Looking-Glafs, 
in which one fees the whole World : Whoever 
looks in that Glafs, may fee, and learn the three 
Parts of the Wiídom of the whole World; and 
thus he will become very knowing in thofe 
three Kingdoms, as were heretofore Ariftotle, 
eAvicen, and many others, who as well as 
their Predecefors, beheld: in this Glafs how 
the World was created. By his Means they 


learn’d'thé Influences of the Celeftial Bodies, | 


upon the Inferiour, and after what Manner 
Nature compofed. Things by the Weight of — 
Fire : They moreover learn’d the Motion of 
the Su, and of the Moon, but efpecially the 
univerfal Motion, by which his Mother is go- 
vern’d. It is by him that they learn’d the 
Degrees of Heat, of Cold, of Moifture, and 
of Drynefs, and the Vertues of the Herbs, 
and of all other Things: By which Means 
they. became excellent Phyficians. And it is 
2 certain’ Truth, that a Phyfcian cannot be 
` faid to bean able Man, and well grounded 
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in his Art, unlefs he has learn*d, not from 
the Books of Galen or eAvicen, but from the 
Fountain of Nature, to know the Reafon why 
this Herb is fuch, or fuch, why it is hot, or 
dry, or moift in fuch a Degree: And it is 
from thence that the Antients have gather’d 


their Knowledge, They diligently confider’d 


all thefe Things, and left them in Writing to 
their Succeffors, in order to allure Mankind 
to higher Meditations, and to learn how to 
fet the Su/pbur at Liberty, and to diffolve his 
Bands. But the Men of this Age have taken 
their Writings for a final Foundation or 
Ground, and will not carry their Inquiries any 
farther; they are contented to be able to fay, 
that oAriftotl, or Galen have fo written, 


eAlch. And, for God's fake. Sir, what do 


you advance ? Is it poffible to know an Herb 


without an Herbal: ? E 


Voice. The' añtient Philofopbers took all 
their Receipts opt of the very Fountain of 


N ature. 


Alch. ray Good Sir, how oul whey de do 
that : P | 
Q 3 Voice, 
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Voice. Know then, that all the Things 
which are in the Earth, and upon the Earth, 
are generated and produc'd by the three Prins 
ciples, but fometimes by two, to which ne» 
verthelef$ the third is adhering. He there- 
fore who fhall know the three Principles, 
and their Weight, exactly as Nature has con. 
join’d them, he, I fay, will eafily be able to 
know (according to the more or the lef of 
their Coétion,) the Degrees of Fire i in each Sub- 
"jet, and whether it has been well, or ill, or 
indifferently cogted. For they who know the 
three rs know alío all the Vegetas 
bl eS. 


Ach, E how that 1 pray ? 
Voice. By the Sight, by the Tafte, and by 
the Swell; for in thofe three Senfes are ter» 


minated the three Principles of Things, and 
the Degree of their Decottion, | | 


eAlch, Sir, they fay that Supt i is a Mer 
dicing, 
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| Voice, He is both the Medicine, and the 


Phyician himfelf, and he gives, by way of 
Acknowledgment, his Blood, which is a Me- 
dicine to him who has deliver’d him out of 
Prifon, — | 


Alb, Pray good Sir, How long may he 
live, who poflefles this wxiverjal Medicine ? 


Voice, To the very Term of Death: Ne- 
yertheleís, it muft be wifely usd; for many 


learned Men have dy’d before the Term of 


their Life, by the Mifufe of this Medicine. 


eAlch. What fay you, Sir? Is it then a 
Poifon ? 


Voice. Do not you know, that a great 
Flame of Fire devours a fmall one ? Many of 


_thofe Philophers having learn’d this Art; by 


the Inftru€tions which had been given to 
them by others, did not of themfelves fearch 
fo profoundly into. the Vertue of this. Medi- 
eine ; they believ’d that the more powerful 
and fubtil this Medicine was, the more proper 
jt was alfo to communicate Health: That if 
Q 4 a Gral 
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2 Grain of this Medicine penetrates into a 
great Quantity of Metal, with much more 
Reafon ought it to infinuate it felf into all 


- the Parts of a humane Body. 


oAlch. How then, good Sir, ought one to 
make Uf of it? | 


Voice. By how much the more fubtil it is, 
the lefs muft be taken thereof, for fear it 
fhould extinguifh the natural Heat: It muft 
be usd fo difcreetly, that it may nourifh and 
` ‘corroborate our Heat, and not overcome it, 


oAlch. Sir, I know how to indie ce bi Mes 
dicine very well. | 


Voice. Thou art very happy, if thou know’ft 
how tomake it ; for the Bload of the Sulphur 
js that intrinfick Vertue and Drynefs which 
converts. and congeals the Quickfilver, and all 
the other Metals into moft pure Gold, and 
gives Health to the humane Body. 


: eAlch. Good Sir, I know how to make the 
Oi of — which is prepar'd with cal. 
i pá q 


A 


St 
cis? d Gryftals : Y moreover know how to fubs 
lime another from it, per Campanam. 


Fees In Truth, my Friend, thou art alfo 
one of the Philofophers of that bright Aflem- 
bly: For thou put’ft a fine Conftruction up- 
on my Words, as thou (if I am not miftaken) 
interpret’ ehofe of: all the Philofophers. 


«Alch. Pray, Sir, Is not this Oil the Blood 
of fhe Sulphur? 


Voice. O, thy Friend! Only thofe who 
know how to deliver the Sulphur out of his 
Prifons, are able to draw forth the nan of 
the Sulphur. 


oAlch. Pray, good Sir, Is Sulphur able to - 
do any things in Metals? 


- Voice. Y have already told thee, chat he can 
do every thing : However, he has ftill more 
Power over Metals, than over any other: 
Thing whatever: But becaufe his Keepers 
know that he can eafily be fet free, they 
keep a ftridt Guard upon him in very ftrong 
S infomuch that he cannot breath; Po 

they 
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they are afraid left he fhould get to the 
King’s Palace. 


eAlch. Sir, is Sulphur lo ftraltly im dis 
in all the Metals ? ? 


Voice. It is imprifon'd in al Metals, bue 
after a different manner: For it is not fo 
ftri&ly confin’d i in fome as it is in others. 


© eAlch. Pray, Sir, For shit Reafon is it de- 
tindi in the Metals with fo much ANA ? 


‘Voice. Becaufe, if he was once arriv’d at 
his Royal Palace, he would no longer fear his 
Guards: For then he would be able to look 
out at the Windows with Freedom, and to 
fhew himfelf to all, becaufe he would then be 
in his proper Kingdom, altho’ not yet in the 
moft powertul een to which he defi res 
tO attain, | 


` Alc. Good Sir, What does he eat? 


Toe The Wind is his Aliment; when he 
is at Liberty, he feeds upon coffed Wind; and 
when he is confin'd, he is forc’d to. cat it 


—— wes - 
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aid Were it pofible, Sir, to reconcile 
the Enmity that is dida Him and his . 
Keepers? | 


Voice. Yes, If any Perfon had Prudence 
enough for that Purpofe. - | 


Alh. Why does he not talk to *em in odo | 
to an Accommodation ? 


Voice, He cannot do that himfelf; for he 


ds  prefently tranfported with Rage and Fury 
e them. | 


eAlch. Why does he not then estploy 3 2 
third Perfon to mediate a Peace ! ? 


Voice. He that were able to negotiate this 
Peace between them, would indeed be the 
happieft Man in the World, and worthy of 
an Eternal Memory: But this cannot be hopa. — 
for, but through the Means of a very wile 
Man, who held an Intelligence with the Moe 
ther of Sulpbar, and would treat with her. 
For if they were once Friends, the one would 
pot nia the other ; ; but their Vertues om | 

| unite 
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united together, they would produce immor- 
tal Things. Mok ‘certainly,:he that could 
effe& this Reconciliation, would be recom- 
mendable to all Pofterity,and his Name ought 
tọ be confecrated to jee 3 | 


oAlch. Sir, I my felf will terminate ‘the 
Differences which are between them, J will 
eafily deliver the Sulphur from his Prifon : 
For I am in other Refpeéts a very learned, 
and wife Man; I am, moreover, a good Ne- 
- gotiator, efpecially when the Bufinefs is to 
manage an Accommodation. | 


Voice. Friend, I fee very plainty el dai thou 
art tall enough, ‘and that thou. haft.a large 
Head: But I know not whether thou are 
able | to effect what mou Ara 


ul Perhaps, Sir, you may 7 be ignorant 
| of the Extent of Knowledge the Alchymiits 
have; they are always victorious in the Mat- 
ter. of Accommodations ; and, I may truly 
tell you, that I do not hold the laft Rank 
among, them, provided that «the Enemies of 
Sulphur. will but lend me an Ear in the Me- 
diation of this Peace; you may be affur’d, 
i that 
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that if they enter into a Treaty they hati 
lofe their Caufe. Sir, believe me, the 4).: 
chymifts know how to negotiate Reconcilia- 
tions. Sulphur Shall foon be deliver’d out of 
his Prifon, if his Enemies will but only treat 
with me. | 


Voice. la am y pleafed with your ar Wit and i 
underftand that. ye are a Man of Reputa- i 
tion. 


eAlch. cs Sin tell me further, e 
this be the true Sulphur of the Philophers: 


Voice. Truly what you fhow me is indeed 
Sulphur ; but it is your Part to know whether 
it be the Sulphur of the Philofophers, for J 
have dise to you MICA aponta it. Ho 3 


Aleh, Pray Sir, If I find out his Prifons; 
may I fet him free? o 


Voice. If you know how to do it, you may 
do it with Eafe; for it is eafier to Genres him, 
than to find him. | 


eAlch. 
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hh. Pry good Sir, tell me further, did 
ther if Y fhould accidentally find him, I fhould 


be able to make the Stone dl Pinlefepbers 
of him ? 


Voice. O, my Friend ! That is none of tt my 
Bulinefs to divine ; ‘but think well of it your 
felf: 1 will neverthelefs tell you, that if you 
are acquainted with bis Mother, and have a 
due Regard to her, after you have delivered 
the Sulphur, the Steve will nr be 
mada, 


eAlch, Pray Sir, ia what ia is dba 
Sulphur to he found? 


Voice. Know for certain, that this Sulphur 
is endowed with great Vertues ; his Mine 
are all the Things in the World ; for he is in 
‘Metals, in Herbs, Trees, Animals, Stones: 
Mines, ESc. 


 eAlch. And pray who the Devil can find | 
him, when he is conceal’d among fo many: 
Things and fo many different Subje€&ts? Now 
I mutt defire you would be fo kind as to tell 
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me the Matter, out of which the Philofa 
phers extra& their Sulphur. | 


Voice. My Friend, thou art too inquilitive . 
Neverthelefs, to fatisfy thee in fome Mea. 
fure, know that Sulphur is every where, and 


- in every Subject. He has, notwithftanding, 


certain Palaces in which he ufually gives Au- 
dience to the Philofophers : But the Philofo- 


_phers adore him, when he fwims in his pro- 


per Sea, and plays with Vulcan; and they 
prefent themfelves to him, when they fee 
him clad in a mean Habit, in order not to be | 
known. 


3 oAlch. Good Sir, it is not my Bufinef to 
feck him in the Sea, fince he is here conceal’d - 
nearer at hand. | 


Voice. 1 have told thee, that his Keepers 
have put him in very dark Prifons, that thou | 
might’ft not be able to fee him ; for he is in 
one fole Subject : But if thou haft not found 
him in thy own Houfe, thou wilt hardly find 
him in the Forefts ; however, that thou may’ft - 
not defpair and lofe all hopes in thy fearch 
after him, I fwear facredly to thee, that he . 

| is 
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is very perfect in E and Silver ; A 


moreover, that he is very.eafy in Argent 
Vive. 


Ab. Good Sir, 1 would fain, and ‘with 
all my Heart; make the Philofophers Stone. 


Voice, 1 muft own that is a good with, 
and the Sulphur would willingly alfo be fet 
free. This faid, Saturn departed ; the oAl- 
chymiff, who was already tid; was feiz”d 
with a profound Sleep, in which he had this | 
Vifión. He faw in this Fore a Fountain | 
full of Water, around which, Salt and Sul- 
phur were walking, and contefting one with 
the other, "till at laft they began to battle it, 
Now the Salt gave an incurable Stroke to the 
Sulphur, and inftead of Blood, there. iffued 
out of the Wound a White Water like unto 
Milk, which grew to be a great River. | 
Then Diara, a moft beautiful Virgin, was 
feen to come out of this Foreft who began tg 
wath her felf in this River. A certain Prince 
who was a very ftrong Man, and taller than 
any of his Servants, paffing by that place, 
faw her, and admir’d her Beauty : And be- 
caufe {he was of the fame Nature he himtelf 

Wag . 
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twas of, he was fuddenly feiz’d with an afi 
dent Love for her; and fhe beholding the 
Exquifitenefs of his Perfon; burn'd with a 
reciprocal Flame for him ; wherefore, falling 
as it were into 4 Swoon, he was ready to be 
drown'd; which the Prince: perceiving, he 
commanded his Servants to go to her Affi- 


- ftance; but they were all afraid of approach= ' 


ing that Rivers The Prince therefore, ad- 
dreffing his Words to them, faid; why don’t 
you fuccour that Virgin Diana? They madg 
aníwer ; my Lord, it is true indeed that that 
River is fniall, and in a manner dry’d up, 
but notwithitanding that, it is very dange: 
rous ; for one Day, we had a mind to crofs 
it unknown tö you, and we had miuch to do 
to efape eternal Death : Moreover, we know 
that fome of our Predeceffors have perifh’d 
in that Place. Hereupon; the Prince taking 
off his great Cloak; atm’d as he was; cdft 
himfelf into the River to relieve the moft 
beautiful Diana: He ftretched out his Hand 
to her, which fhe took hold of; and ended- 
vouring to fave her felf by that mean; fhe 
drew the Prince along with hers fo that they 
were both drown’d. A little while after 
aa Souls iffued out of the River, flutter’ 

R about. 
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about it, and rejoye’d -in theirfelves faying, > 
This ‘Sabimerfiia has beeg very advantagenus 
to us, for without it we could nevev have gat 
out of our infected Bodies. The cAlchymift 
interrogated thefe Souls, and put this Quefti. 
en ta them : Shall you one Day return agains 
isto your Bodies? The Souls made anfwer ; 
Fes, ‘but not into fuch foul Bodies, it will nos 
be till they are purify'd, and when this River 
fhall be dry’d up by the heat of the Sux, and 
this Province alfo,fHall have been often ex- 
amina by the Air. | | 


< Allch. And what will Jona do in the. meat 
time? 


The Soul. We s fhal! never ceafa fintering 
abou this River, till fuch time as thefy 
Clouds and Tempefts are laid. Now thg 
Alchymy fell again into a Sleep, in which 
he had an agreeable Dream of his Salpher : 
He thought he faw many other aAichymifis 
come tó that Place, who were likewife a 
feárch after Sulphur; and having found in 
the Fountain, the Carcaís, or Dead Body of 
the Sulphur; whom the Salt had killed, they 
helena it among: them; ; which our e4lehye 
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hifi perceiving, he alfo took his Share there: 
of; and fọ each’ of them return’d. to his own 
Home. They began from: that very Mo- 
mehr to work upon that Sulphur, and have 
not ccas’d:doing fo, even to this Time. But 
one Day, Satarz prefented -himfelf. (as it 
were by accidental Rencounter ) to this o4/- 
chymif?; and accofts him in this manner; Well 
my Friend, how. doft thou proceed in thy 
Affairs? 


adib. O my y Lord! I have leen à an bill 


| of wonderful Things, my Wife will. have 


fome Difficulty to believe them; I have 
how found out the Sulphur; be pleas’d theres 
fore, my Lord, to affift me, and we will make 
this. PLEAR 


. Satire. My E PI tend thee miy Ad 
fiftance very willingly; in order theretintó 


_ prepare me the «Argent Vive, and the Sulphury 


and fupply me with a Glafs Vegels 


Ach. O, godd Sir, pray have nothing te td 
do with the Mercury, for he isa Wretch whd 
has rtiade Game of my Companion; dnd of. 
itidny others who have world with him: 

Ka | Sat tira; 
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Saturn. Know then, m my Friend, that the — 
Philofophers have never effe€ted any Thing 
without the eArgent Vive, in whofe Kings 
dom the Sulphur is already Kzag : neither can 
I my felf do ay Thing wanes him. 


` Alch. My Good Lord, pray let us make 
the Stone with Sulphur only. 


Saturn. With all my Heart Friend, but 
thow wilt fee’ what will be the Refult there- 
of.’ They took then the Swlphur which the 

eAlchymif? had found, and proceeded accor- 
ding to the Will of the. eAlchymift : They 
began'to work upon that Sulphur, and trea- 
ted it-after a Thoufand different ways, they 
put it into extraordinarily contriv’d Furnaces, 
of which the eAlchymift had a great many : 
but the Conclufion of their Labours términa- 
nated only in {mall /elpharated Matches, fachi 
as the old Women cry about to light the Fire 
with. They therefore began afrefh, and 
fublim’d the Sulphur, and calcin’d it purfuant 
to the Will of the eAlchymi/? ; but whatever 
they did, they always found the Conclufion 
e tnei Work, to terminate as it had done 
po before : 


( 245) | 
before : for whatever the -«Alchymif? could 
contrive to do with this Sulphur, it ftill, as it 
had done, ended in Matches : Hereupon'hé 
faid to Saturn : My Lord, I plainly fee; that 
for having follow”d my own Fancy, we fhall 
never do any. Thing worth the while: T 
therefore intreat you to work alone after 
your own liking, and according to your own 
Knowledge... Then Satarz faid to him; ob: 
ferve well what I do, and learn. He ‘took 


_ two Argerts-Vive of a different Subftance, 


but of the fame Root, which Satarz wafh'd 
in his own Urine, and denominate em the 
Sulpburs of Sulpburs: Then- he mix'd the 


- xd with the Volatile; and having made 


a Compofition thereof, he put- them into a 
proper Veffel; and left the Sulphur thould 
make his Efcape, he fet a Guard over him, 
after which he put him thus, into the Bath of 
a very flow Fire, as the Matter requir’d, and 
fo finifh’d his Work mighty well. They 
made then the Stone of the Philofophers, bee — 


-= caufe that of a good Matter, a good Thing 


is produc’d. 


I leave you to judge whether our Alchy- | 
miff was glad hereat, fince (to conclude ) 


R 3 he 
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he took the ‘Stene,. together with the Git fxj 
and. admiring. the Colour thereof, which was 
red, as Blood, apd'being tranfported with ex- 
ceffive Joy, he'bepan to skip and leap about 
with fo. much heqdleffness, : that ‘in this exftaw 
tic frisky, Humour, he let thé Veflel, in which 
the Staxze was, fall to the Ground,: and fo. Je 
Was broken ; angat- the fame: tine Satara 
vanifh’d. The: cAlchymiji .: Being. awak'd, 
found «nothing iq his.Hahdg but:the Matches; 
which he- had. made,of his $alporr; for she 
tone. flew away, and flies even td this Day 3 

for. which Reafon ‘it: is call’ Valutile; f 
that the Poor ¢Alchypiff learn’d bY. his Vifion; 
only. to make: fulphtrated Matches; and 
fecking | tp make the Stone of the Phrlofophers, 
he, work d:fo well; chat at‘laft he Bot thereby 
a. Stang i in his Kidnies, to. cure which, he muft 
peeds turn Phyfcieas:and having: laid afide. 
the Search atter.she Stone, he pafs’d the refk 
ef his Life as all the other Chymotftt are. usd 
tò do, molt of whom become Phyfcians, or 
elfe Smegmatifts, shat is to. fay, Makers of 
Wathballs, and this is what commialy hap. 
pens to all thofe who undertake to Work in 
this eArt-withous ahy Fondation, upon what 
they have heard hid of it, Or have cafually 

ç. fearn’d 
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learnid thereof. from Receipts which. have 
been communicated to ok: and by. Dig 
letfic a Ee TET isane 


. There are e others sie not De Guccgeded 
in their Operations, By, We. are wile, and sug 
have learwd that every Thing is yadpiphyd By 
ite Mean E de Seed = a “ngs were $ a 


hide pra own n, Shame, and that. a | 


nat be. deem’d- unworthy Perfons. and obit 
ngfp, they blame the eArt,:. _Noy,. that they 
did'not attain to what. they prapos’d, and. £4 


—gatneftly delsd, :was not hecaufe the Sntence 


is not true, but it was becaufe {like the, R¢ft) 
their. Brains were ill difpos’d) and thei Judg, 
ment.too weak, to comprehend fo: fublime. -4 


 Bhyflery.. This. Science is not proper: for fash 


a fært of People, and it always makes they 
fenfible;: that they are but at the Beginning, 


| when i think cemile at theConchifiba. 


t 


As re our Party we conf and PO, | 
llas that this art 1s“not calculated nar. de 
fign’d for.the unworthy; for they will nevér 
attain toits- But wedo-affirm to the Loverb 
ao R 4 Of 
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Of Vertue,to the true [nquifitors, and to ail the 
Sons of the Science, that the Metallic Tranf- 
mutation is not only true; but moft true, as we 
have made it appear Experimentally to divers 
Perfons of high and low Condition, who very 
well deferv'd to fee by the Effe& a Proof of this 
Verity. Wedo not pretend to have attain'd to 
this Medicine of: our felves, but it was com. 
Inijnicated to its by an intimate Friend : It is 
Heverthelefs mof True. We have fufficient- 
ly inftruGted the Inquifitors:’ of this Sciences 
tiow to fearch inrothe fame: But if our Wri- 
tings do not pleafe them, let them have Re- 
tourte to thofe of other Authors, which they 
WwilMind to be lefs folid. Let "em however 
| fave‘always this: ‘Precaution, to confider whe- 
ther what they hall read, be pofíble to Na- 
Bure, or not ; te the End they may not un- 
_dertake any. Thing, that is contrary. to the 
Power of Nature: For, if they proceed o-. 
therwife, they will find themfelves deceiv'd. 
If-it were written in the Books of the Philo- 
fophers, that Fire does not burn, no Credit is 
_ fovbe given. thereto, ‘becaufe it ista Thing 
whioh iis. -contrary tó Nature; whereas, on 
the contrary, if ig be written, “that the Fire 
feat, and aini it is s eqùifite to. believe it 
| A a does, 


A 
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does, becaufe: that is perform’d. Ngturally, 
and Nature agrees always well. with a.good 
Judgment : Thereás nothing difficult ix Nas 
ture; and al Truth is fimple. Let them like- 
wife:leánn to know what things in Nature: 
have molt. Conformity, and are moft proxi- 


mate cach to the othei: This is what. they. 


may more eafily learn from our Writings 


_ than from any others ; at leaft, fuch is our 


Opinion: For, we. think, we- have faid 
enough thereof, tilt fuch Time as another, 
fhall, perhaps came ‘after us, who fhall ins. 
tirely. defcribe the manner: of :making this. 


Stone, as if he -would-teach how to make. 


Cheeft with the Cream of Milk; which jis. 
what we are not allow’d to do. . 


. But that we may not only write for thofe 


who:are Beginners, but may likewife lay. 


fomething in Favpur of you, who have alrear. 
dy undergone fo much Pains and Labour : 
have you feen that Region, in which the 


_ Husband efpoufes: his Wife, and whofe Nup- 


tials were celebrated in the Houfe:of Nature? 
Have you underftood how the Vulgar have 


- feen as well as you, that Sulpher which you. 


haye taken fo much Pains to feek? If there- 


_ fore 


a ' eve” 
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fore you “have a Mind, that even the Old 
Women ‘fhould priétice your Philolóphy, 
fow the“Deisléatren of: thote. Sulphars, and 
fay openly tó the Cormon People: Come hi- 
ther, and behold, tle Warer-is already: divi. 
ded, andthe Sulphur ix- come forth y he will 
return White; and : will then i¢ te thre 


Waters. 1 Soa 


31 id 
wees AS, ee 
¡uf therefore thé: Salpbur, and extračt 
Sulphur’ Escumbafiibles' wath. it, whites it, 
ahd vabify ity áh fib Time as pie: Sulphur 
i become Mercury, and the Merchry ix bo- 
come Sulphiw': The afterwárds varich it 
Wich phe Som of Golih: Bor if ‘you do -not 
extraét the Sulpbuv oit ofthe Sulphur by But 
limation, and the Mercury out of the Mercu- 
yy, you have not yet found that Ware? Which 
is the Ouintefence difil a, and cheated iit 
of Subphur’ and Mercur): He ¿Sha mor af 
cena, who has not dekkende Many lok in 
fie Prepatacion, swhae% mot Remarkibieia 
thy ore: rowr Mercury is- acuated by the 
Sulpher, seherwife wold be of no We td 
a: ‘oA Pung is enilerable wittiout Nis Pepa 
Pies es well as és he oAledpmif? without the 
Sulphur, and the Mercáry,: Pave faid, if 
Yot'have underftood me, —. The 
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The itih being return’ tò hi tate 
lips, “bewail’d: bitterly tHe Lon ‘oF His Stone, 
and was ‘particularly afAfrcd chat he’ had 
not ask’ Stare what Sött of Sait that was 
which he had feen ih his Dream, Lince there 
ate fo many kinds of il Thea he Feared 
the reft to his Wife. 


caveeesccansonenecseebitieoen 
— Conclafon. 


“VE AY Inquirer into this Art wtih in 

the firft Place to’ examine, with a ma- 

ture and {ound Judginent, the Creation of 
the four’ Elements, their Operations, theié 
Vertues, and their A€tions: For if he is ig- 
norant of their Origin, and Nature, he fhall 
fever attain to the Knowledge of the Princi- 
ples, and of Courfe Mall never know the trás 
Matter of the Stone: He fhall be ftill lef 
able to conclude well, becaufe evety final End 
is determined by it’s Principle. Whoever is 
duly knówing in what he begins, knows alfo 
yery well what he fhail accomplifh, Lae 
the 
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the Origin of the Elements was the Chaos, 
out of which God, the «AWhor of áN Things, 
created and feparated the Elements; which 
is what belongs to him'plone. Out of the 
Elements, Nature. produc’d the Principles of 
Things; which is what belongs. to Nature 
only by the Appointment and Wil of God, 
Out of the Principles, Nat#re afterwards pro- 
duc'd the Mines, and all other na And 


+ e@* 6 dara & © > o 


many wonderful Things For out of del 
Principles, which-are:Salt, Sulphur, and Mer- 
cary, Nature produces the Mines, the Metals, 
aad all Sorts of Things; and it is not fim- 
ply, and immediately of the Elements that it 
produces the Metals, but by: the Principles, 
which ferve i it as a. Medium between the Ele- 
meni, and the Metals i 


af shed Nature « can ad nothing out 
of the four Elements without the three Priz- 
ciples, much leís fhall eArt be able to do it, 
And iit is not only i in this Exdmple, that a 
middle Difpofition is to be obfery’d, but alfa 
ín all natural Procelles. : Wherefore we have 
in this Treeatife defcrityd amply enough the 
Na- 
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Nature of the e theié Aions, and 
their Operations, as alío: the Origiz of the 


Principles; and we have fpoken thereof 


more clearly than any Philofopher that has 
preceded us, to the End the good Searcher 
of this Science may eafily confider in what 
Degree the Stone is diftant from the Metals, 
and the Metals from the Elements : For there 
is a great Difference: between Gold and Wa- 
ters; but it is lefs, between Water and Mer- 
cury. ‘It is ftill lefs, between Gold and Mer- 
cury, becaufe the Houfe of Gold, is Mercury ; 
and the Houfe of Mercury, isthe Water. But 
Sulphur 1 1s.that which coagulates the Merca 
vy: Now if the Preparation of this Sulphur be 


- very difficult, the Invention thereof is ftill 


more fo, fince the whole Secret of this Art 
confifts ix the Sulphur of the Philofopbers, 
which: is alfo contained in the Bowels of the 
Mercury. We fhall fome Day in our third. 
Principle of Salt, give the Preparation of that 
Sulphur, without which, it is of no Ufe to 
us, becaufe we do not in this Place treat of 
the Practic Part of Sulphar, nor of the Man- 
ner of ufing i | but only: of it’s ee and 
á ertue, 


How- 
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"However, we bed hot composd this Fredi 
tife in ordet to reprdve. the ancient. Philofo: ` 
pbérs;, but rather to confirm all that they 
bave. fiid, adding only to their Writings; 
what they have omitted’; Becaufe; notwiths: 
ftanding they were Philofopbers, ‘yet they 
were Men. like athers, and fo could not treat 
of all Things exadtly, cio one Man being fuffi 
cient for all Sorts of Things. Some of thofe 
great Perfónages alfo have been deceiv’d by 
Miracles, in fuch manner that they have des 
Viated from the Way of Nature, and have not 
rightly judg'd of her Effetts: As we read in 
Albertus Magnas, who was a voy fubril 

Philofopber, that in his Time there were 
Grains of Gold found between the Teeth of a 
dead Man in his Grave. He was not able to 
bit upon the certain Reafon of that Miracle; 
fince he aferib’d thar EffeEt to a Mineral Kers 

tug which he believ’d was in Man, grounds 
ing his Opinion upan this Saying of Morien j 
wird thir Matter, Q Kiog! & extracted froms 
jaur Body. But thts was a great Miftake in 
Albertina Magnas : ‘For Moriex would be une 
derftood there in a Philofopliical Mariner, 
for afinuch as the Mineral Vertue, as well as 
tha 
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the Animal, remains each in it’s proper Kings 
dom, according to the DiftinCtion, and Divie 
fion we have made of ‘all Things. into: three 
Kingdoms in our ‘little Book of the Twelve 
Treatifes, becanfé eath of thofe Kingdoms $ 


-preferv’d, aad: multiply’d in it felf, without 


borrowing:any Thing that is foreign, and 


taken from another Kingdom: It. is.£rúc ine 


deed, that in the eAsimal Kingdom there is a 
Mercavy which ferves.as it wére for the: Mat- 
ter, and a Salphar likewife which holds. the 
Place of the:Form and Vertue but then they 
are eAuinal Matter, and Vertue, and not 


Tf there were not in Man an Aximal Sel. 
pher, thátis to fay, a Vertue or Power fabs 
pburated,. the Blood which is his Mercary, 
would not coagulate, nor convert it {elf into 
Fiefh, and Bones : In like Manner,’ if ía the 
Vegetable Kingdom, there were not a Veges. 
table Vertue of Sulphur, the Water or Merca- 
ry would not be converted into Herbs or 
Trees. The fame muft be’ underftood in the 
Mineral Kingdom, in which the Mineral 
Mercury would never be coagulated, without 
the Vertue of the Mineral Sulphur. “To $] 


the 
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the Truth, thefe three Kingdoms, nor thefe 
three Sulphurs, do not differ in Vertue, fince 
each Sulphur has the Power to coagulate it’s 
Mercury, and euch Mercury may be coagulated 
by its ows Sulphur : This is what cannot be 
done by any. other Sulphur, nor by any other 
Mercary which is a Stranger, that is to fay; 
that is not of the fame Kingdon: 


i if therefore the Reafon be ask’d ane fome 
Grains of Gold were found, or produc'd bes 

-= tween the Teeth of a dead Man; It was be- 
caufé daring his Life, by the Prefcription of 
his Phyfician, he had fwallow*d fome Merca- 
vy; or elfe had made Ufe. of Mercury either 
by Way of Unétión; or by Terbith; or any 
other Way whatever. Now the Nature of 
Quickfilver being to afcènd to the Mouth of 
him who: ufes it, and there to make Ulcers, 
by which it evacuates itfelf with his Phlegm. 
-The Patient dying during his Treatment, 
and the Mercury mot finding any Iffue, re: 
=- main’d in his Mouth between his ‘Teeth ; and 
the Corpfe ferv’d asa natural Veflel to the 
` Mercury: Infomuch, that it having been theré 
Shut up for a confiderable Time, and having 
“been purily’d by the Corrofive Phlegm of the 

bumant 
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humane Body, through the Means of the nda 
tural Heat of Putrefaction, it Was dt laft 
congeal’d into Gold, by the Vertye of its, 
wn proper. Sulphrer. But thofe Grains of 
Gold had neyer been. produe’d i in that dead 
Body, if before. it’s Death it had not made 
Ufe of Mineral M 


We have a very true esas of this i in 
Nature, which in the Bowels of the Earth 
produces dut of Mercury alone Gold, Silver, 
and‘ all the other Metals, according to thé 


Difpofition of the Place, or of the Matrix 


into which the Mercury enters, becaufe it hag 
in itfelf it’s proper Sulphur, which coagulates 
it, and converts it into Gold, unlefs it be-hin- 
der’d by fome Accidént, either from the Dea 
ficiency of Heat, or from it’s not being duly, 
jiiclosd. Tt is not.then theVertue of the 
¿Animal Sulphur which congeals, and con- 
verts the eAsimal Mercary into Gold, for that 
čan only convert the «Animal Mercury into 


Flefh and Bones:.For if that Vertue were 
| lodg’d i in Man, this Converfion. would hap- 


pen in ms as Bodies; which it dúes hots 
a Such | 
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ne and many other the Nke Miracles 
and Accidents which happen, not being du- 
by: confiderrd by thofe who write thereof, - 
make thofe who read them to. evr. But ‘the 
good Inquirer into this Science ought always 
to bring all Things to the-Pafibslity af Na: 
ture: For if what he finds written does not 
agree with Nature, he ongu toleave it. — 


Je is Gufficient to she diligent, and ftudious l 
Inquirers into this «Art, to have learn’d here 
the Origía of the Principles : For when the 
Principle. is not known, the End is alway . 
doubtful. We have nor fpoken Enigmati- 
_cally in this Freatife to thofe who feek ¿hi 
Science, but oa the contrary, with all the 
Clearuejs we have been capable of, and ta 
the utmoft Extent of ourCommiffion. Now, 
if by the Lecture. of this little Lucubration, — 
God fhall think fit to. illuminate the Under- 
- ftanding of any Perfon, he will know how 
much the Heirs of this Scienee gwe to their 
Predeceflors,.fince it is always acquir’d by 
Minas of the fame Stamp and Temper with 
thofe who have PEDE pofleís'd it. 


Where: 


(as) o me 


> Wherefore, after having made a molt clear 


Demonftration thereof, we refign it into the 


_Bofom of the moft high Ged, our Lord, and 


Creator; and we recommend our felves, tó. 
gether with all the good Readers, to his Grace, 
and immenfe Mercy: To whom be Praife 


and Glory to Infinity of Ages. 


+ 


End of the Treatife of Sulphay, 
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+ Fita Reader, oe ee eke yea 

BRS TIS INTREAT i thee not to be 
A SD inquifitive after who is the 

, Author of this little Treatile, 

neither feek to penetrate in- 

to the Reafon. for which he 

writ it. It is not necellary 
‘neither that thou fhauld’t know who I am 
my fel£” Only be moft affur’d, that the Au- 
thor.of. this litle Work is in full Poffeffion of 
the Stone, of. tbe. Philofophers, and that he 
has already made it. And becaufe we had a 
finceré and. mutual Kindne(s: for one another 
Task’d him as a Token of his Eriendíhip ta 
explain t to me the three firft Principles, which 
are the Mercury, the Sulphur, and the Sale. 
S 3 -Ial 
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I alo pray'd him to tell me whether the 
Stone of the Philofopbers was to be fought for 
in thole which we fee; and are common;. or 
if there were any others, that he would be 
fo kind as to fignify it to me in moft clear 
Words, and in a plain: fimple Stile, free from 
all Intricacy, He was pleas’d to grant my Re- 
queft, and afer Fhdd written what I could 
ef thefe liga Trearifés, as it were by Stealth, 

I perfwaded my felf that if I printed them, 
altho’ contrary to the Inclination of the Au- 
thor, who is altogether free from Ambition, ' 
the true Lovers of Philofophy would be ob- 
fig’d to me: For I no way doubt but having 
read them with Attention, and duely confi- 
derd them, they will be better able to guard 
fhemfelves againft Impoftors, and will fuftain 
feis Lofs of their Fime, Money, Honour, and 
Reputation, “Take therefore in good Part 
(Friendly Reader) the Intention we have to 
do thee Service; place all thy Hopes in God;. 
afore bin with all thy Hear, and venérate 
Air with Pear: Take Cate tó Be fient ; love ° 
iliy Neighbour th x benevolent ad bodintifil ©- 
fitanner, and God will grant chee all ‘Things. 
- Foe Beginning of Midna is to fear God: 
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7 Tazatisy or ‘Discourse 


UPON 
] Ss AL T 

y THE 

M 

i Third Principle of Minerals. 

i o+essetoseososeorteereoo ' 
= Char L . 
Of the Quality and Condition of 
the Salt of Nature. > 
PETIA ALT is the third Principle 
AL. of all Things, of which the 
~ antient Philofophers have not 

| fpoken. It has however been 


CUESTA AA —explaiid to us, and as it. 
A were picid at with the Faget by Y Haas 
- a Hol- 


6264) > 
a Hollander, Baf? Valentine, and Theoph. Pa- 
racel/as : Not that among the Principles any 
One be ferft, or any one'laf?, fince they have 
one and the fame Origin, and an equal Be- 
ginning: But we follow the Method of our 
E: thers who has: 'glvén the firft Place to Met- 
cury, the fecond to Sulphur, and the third to 
Salt. It is it chiefly which is a third Being, 
that gives a Beginning to Minerals, that con- 
tains in it felf the tivo other Principles, viz. 
Mercury and Sulphur, and which in its Birth 
has for it’s Mother only the Impreffi on Of Sa- 
tern, which binds: it; and renders it compaét, 

of which the gies: of all Metals i is form’d. | 


There are three Sorts of Salt. The Grit 
is a Central “Salt; “which ' the- -Spirit of the 
World begets without any Difcontinuation in 
the Center of the Elements by. the Inffuences 
of the Stars, and is govern'd by the Rajes 

of the Suz, and of tlie Moon in our Philofo- 

phical Sea. The fecond is a Spermatic Salk, 
which is the Domical or Seat of the Invitble 
Seed, and which in a-gentle natural Heat, by 
the Mean of Putrefa&tion gives of itfelf the 
- Form, and Vegetable Vertue, to the End that 
this apifiole and ron a be not dif- 
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fipated, and intirely. deftroy’d, by an exceffive 


qutward Heat, ‘or by any other contrary.and — 
violent Accident: For if that fhould happen, 


it would no longer be able to produce any 


Thing. -The third Salt, is the lait Matter of 
all Things, which is to be found in them, 
and-which remains in them even after their 
Deftruction. +... a : R: 


This threefold S Salt took its Birth from dí 
firft Inftant of the Creation, when God faid, 
Frat ; and its Exiffence was made. out of. no- 
thing, inafmuch as the primitive Chzos of the 


"World was nothing elfe than a crafs and fa, 


line Obfcurity, or Cloud of the eAby/s,-which 
was concenter’d and created out of invifible 
Things by the Word of God, and was brought 
forth by the Force and Power of his Voice, as 
a Being which was to ferve for a fir/fi Mat- 
ter, and give Life to every Thing, and which 
is. aCtually exifting. It is neither dryy -nor 
moift, nor thick, nor thin, nor lumino:s, . nor 
obfcure, nor.bot, nor cold, nor hard, nor foft; 
but is-only a blended Chaos, out of which 
afterwards all Things were produc'd and ie- 


parated. But in this Place we fhall fay:.no 


More on that Head, and {halt only treat of 
our 
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¿ir Salt, which is the third Prinezple of Mí. 
serals, and is moreover the Beginning of our 
Philofophical Work. | 


But if the Reader delires td reap any Be- 
refit and Improvement from this Difcourfe of 
mine, and comprehend my Thought, he muft 
firft of all read with great Attention the Wri» 
tings of the other true Philofophers, and chief- 
ly thofe of Saxdivogias, of whom we have 
made Mention above, that by the Perufal oF | 
- them, he may know fundamentally the Ge» 
_ eration, and the firft Principles of Metals, 
which proceed all from the fame Root. For 
_ he who knows exactly the Generation of Me- 
tals, is not ignorant alfo of their Melioration 
and Tran/imutation: And after he has by that 
Mean got the Knowledge of our Foustaiz of 
Salt, he (hall here find the remaining Inftru- 
Etions that are neceflary for him, to the End, 
_ that having addrefs”d himfelf to the cAlmigh- 
ty with an ardent Devotion, he may through 
his holy Grace and Bleffing, acquire that pre- 
ious Salt, white as the very Snow; that he 
may draw up the diving Water of Paradife ; 
fnd may therewith prepare the Philofophical 
Tintture, which ¡ is the preneh Treafure, and 

moft 
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moft noble Gift that a has ever + beftowd 
tn ehis Life on the wife Philofaphers, i 


Difcourfe tranflated from Verte, a i 


Pray to God to give you bi Wifdom, Clemens 
cy, and Grace. 
By the Means af which this oArt may bé ace 
quird. | 
Do not’ apply jour Mind ta any Thing elfe, 
than to this Hylech of the Philofophers, = 
In the Fountain of the Salt of aur Sun and 
` Moon, 
You'll there find the Ti veine df re’ Son of 
` the Sun. ae | 


eavaeaeaeaeaes eaeaeava sarasa 
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Whe bere our Salt as to be fought fit 


AS our eAzoth i is the Seed of all Metals 
and that jt has been eftablifh’d and 
compos'd by Nature in an. equal Tempera- 
ture and Proportion of the Elements, and in | 

a GS 
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} condor din Ig A greement of the Jeven Planets ; 
olikewife is it in what alone we ought to feek, 
and ought i to hope to meet with a “powerful 
Vertue of a wonderful Force, which we can- 
not find “in any ‘other Thing in the World ; 
for in the. whole Univerlity of. Nature, there 
is but one Thing, by which ‘the.Frath of our 
eArt is difcoverable, in which i it. intirely c con- 
fifts, and without which it cánnot bes - It is 
4 Stoe, and no Stone. 1t 15 call'd-a Stoxe by 
Refemblance; firit, becaufe it’s Mine i is tru- 
ly Stone, . at ‘the Beginning when it is firft ta- 
ken out of thè Caves of the Earth. It is a 
Matter hard, and dry; which is reducible i ine 
to fmall Particles, and which may. be poun- 
ded after the Manner of a Stone. Secondly, 
- becayfe that after the Deftruction of it’s Form, 
which is but a fieking Sulphur which muft 
firft be taken away,) and after the Divifion 
of it’s Parts- which-had beer compounded 
and united together by Nature, it is necefla- 
ry to reduce it inta one „Jole, Ejjence, and to 
diget it gently according to Nature ‘into ani 
incombuptible Stone, sora be the Fire, 4 and q 
mene. like Wax. 
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IF therefore yoú know what you feek for 
you.alfo know. what our ‘Stone is, „It is re- 
quifite you fhould haye the Seed of. a Subje€& 
of the fame Nature with'that you would pro- 
duce and beget. The Teffimony of all the. 
Philofopbers, and even’ of. Realon her fell 
demonftrate fenfibly, that this Metallic Tiz- 
¿turé is nothing elfe than Gold extremely di: 
gefted, that is to fay, réducd and brouglit to 
its utmolt“Perfectida : For if this Góldez Tiz- 
flure, was to be drawn from atiy other Thing - 
than from the Súbltance” of Gold, ‘it woul 
neceffarily follow that it fhall tingé‘all other 
Things, as well as it.does Metals ; which it 
does not do. `- There is not any thing befides 
the Metallic Mercury. alone, ‘which “by the 
Vertue’ it has to tinge and perfetiondte; bes 
comes actually Gold, or Silver, . becaufe it 
was before Gold, of Silver. in Power, which 
done, when óne takes the fole and only. Mer- 
cury of Metals, in the fort of a crude, Sperm, 
and not yet ripe; which'is cald Harmapbro. 
dite, becaufe it coftains in its own Belly its 
Male and Female, that’ is to fay,. its Agent 
and ‘Patient ; and which being digefted to a 
Whitene/s ‘pure and fix’d becomes Silver, 
| E | and 
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and being pufh’d on to a Rednefs, becorties 
Gold: ) For there is only what is Homogexe- 
bus ia him, and of the fame Nature, that ri- 
pens and coagulates by Coctiox; of which 
you have. a certain final Mark, when it at- 
tains to a fupreme Degree of Rednefs, and the 
whole Mass refifts the /fronge/? Flame of Fire, 
without emitting the leaft Smoak or Vapour, 
or becoming any whit lighter in. weight: Af 
ter that, it muft be again diffolv’d by a zew 
Menfiruum of the World ; fo that, that Por» 
tion which is ftrongly fix’d flowing all about, 
be received i into its Belly, i in atts this fed 
Sulphur is brought to:a much eafier Fluidity, 
and folubility : And theVolatile Sulphur like- 
wife, by the Mean of. the very great Mag- 
netic Heat.of the fix’d Sulphur. ripens fpèedi- 
ly, fc. For one Mercurial Nature will not 
quit the other ; but then we fee that this Oze, 


Red or White, after the manner we have 


above reprefented, or rather that the ripe 
Antimony, fix’d and perfed, becomes apt to 
congeal in the.Cold,. whereas it will eafily 
become liquid in the Hear, like Wax, and be 
very eafy.to refolve. in any Liquor whatever, 
and will diffufe it felf ‘through all the Parts of 
the Subject, giving it a 2. throughout, 
as 
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as a little Saffron tinges a great deal of Was 
Water. Therefore this fix’d Liguability caft 
upon melted Mettals, refolving it felf into 
the Form of Water in a very great Heat, will 
penetrate into the leaft Particle of the fame; 
and this fix'd Water will be able to retain all 
that is Volatile therein, and to preferve. it 
from Combaftion, But then a double Heat of 
Fire and of Sulphur will a& fo powerfully, 
that the imperfect Mercury will be no way 7 
able to refit; and almoft in the Space: of 
half an Hour, there will be heard a certain 
Noife or Crackling, which will be an evi- 
dent Sign that the Mercury has been overs 
come, and that he has ejeGed ‘outwardly, 
what he had inwardly, and that all is. cone 
verted into a moft pure and perfect Metal, ». 


: “Whoever then. has ever had any Tinkture, 


| either Philefopbical, or particular, has not 
‘been able to extract it but from this fole Prim» 


ciple; as fays, that great Philofopher Bafil 
Valentine, who was a Native of the upper 
eAlfafe, and our German Compatriot (who — 
liv’d ia my Country about Fifty Years ago) 
in his Book intitl’d, Tbe triumphal Chariot 
f ERO: where treating of the different 

= Tinétures 
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Tinctures which’ may be drawn from. this 
fame Principle he writes: That. the Stoné 
“of Fire (made of Antimoriy ) does not 
“ tinge univerfálly as ¡ddes.the Stone of the 
« Philofophers, which is prepaf’d of the Ef: 
“fence of the Suz; nay evén léf$ than:aHl the 


“ other Stones’; for Nature.has. not. given. it 


tc: fo much Vertue for that effet : But it tin- 

& ges only in particulat, wiz. Tin, Lead, and 
“ Luna into Sol, he neither makes mentioi 
8 Of Iron nor of Brafs, unlefs it be, that 
s from them may ‘be drawn the Axtimonial 
« Stone by Separation, and that’ one part 
“ thereof can only tranímute: five Parts, by 


“ Reafon that it- remains fix’ in the Coppel,. 


“ “and in the Antimony it fel, in the Quar: 
“ sal, and in all the other Tryals; where, on 
e. the contrary, this True, and moft ancient 
“ Stone of the Philofopbers “is able to pro- 
« duce infinite Effects: Likewife in its eAuge 
“mentation and Multiplication, the Stone of 
. F žre cannot exalt it felfany farther; where» 
as Gold is of it felf pure and: fis*d. How- 

% ever, the Reader is moreover tø obferve, 
“ that there aré Stones of different Species, 
& -Which tinge in: particular, for T call Stozess 


tal fix'd and tinging Pouders ; but yet there 
cc “a 
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« is always fome one which tinges more ef- 
tc fe€tually, and in a higher Degree than an- 
“ other. The Stone of the Philofopbers holds 
& the firt Rank atnong them all. Secondly, 
“ Comes the Tin&ttire of the Suz and Mooz 
‘© to Redand White, Then the Tizétare of — 
“ Vitriol and of Venus, and the Tz#éture of : 
« Mars, each of which contains alfo in it 
tc (elf the Tincture of the Suz, provided it be 
“ firt brought to a lafting Fixation, Then 
“ again the Tinéture of Jupiter and Satura, 
“ which ferve to coagtilate the Mercury ; 
and, in fine, the Tinéture of Mercury itfelf. 
« Thus you have the Difference, and the fe- 
“ veral forts of Stokes and Tinétáres, they 
< are neverthelefs all engender’d of the fame 
““ Seed, of the famé Mother, and frori the 
% fame Source : From whence alfo was pro- 
“ dued the True Univerfal Work, excepting 
% which, there is no other Metallic Tintture 
“ to be ‘found ; nay, not even in all the 
& Things that can be nam’d ; as for the othér 
“ Stones, whatever they may be, as well 
© the Noble, as the Ignoble and Vile, I 
““ have nothing to do with them, and I do not 
€ pretend fo much as to fpeak or write Of 
“ them, becaufe they have no other Virtués 

“ than 


& 
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than what relate to Phyfck. Neither Shall 
I make mention of the «Azimal and Vege- 


table Stones, by Reafon they only ferve 
for the Preparation of Medicaments, and 
cannot make any metallic Work, not even 
to produce of themfelves the leaft quality ; 
of all which Stonesas well Mizeral, Vege- 
table, as «Animal, the Vertue and Power 
is found accumulated together in the Stone 
of the Philofopbers. The Salts of all 
Things have. no manner of Vertue to tinge, 
but they are the Keys which ferve for the 
Preparation of Stones, which otherwife 
can do nothing of themfelves ; that is what 
belongs only to the Salts of Metals and 
Minerals. ï fay fomething now, if thou 
would’ft but underftand, I make known to 


thee the difference that is inthe Salts of the — 
Metals, which muft not be omitted nor re- 
jected, in what regards the Tinétures z 
for in the Compofition, we cannot be with- 
out them, becaufe that in them is to be 


found that great Treafure, from whence 
all ‘Fixation draws its Origin, together 


_“ with its Duration, and its true and only . 


Foundation.” dd Here end the Words of Ba- 
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_ All the Philofophical Truth confifts then in 
the Radix we have mention’d ; and whoe- 
ver knows well this Principle; viz; That ali 
that is above is govern’d intirely as what ig 
below: So on the-contraty, he alfo knows 
the Ufe and Operation of the Philofophical 
Key, which by its Pontic Bitternefs calcines 
and reincrudates all Things, altho’ by this 
Reincrudation of perfect Bodies, there would 
be only found the fame Sperm, which may 
be had ready prepar’d by Nature, without 
any Need of reducing’ the Compat Body; 
but rather that very Sperm, altogether, foft 
and not ripe, fuch as Nature gives it usj 
the which may be brought to its Maturity; 


.. Apply your felf therefore wholly to this 
Primitive Metallic Subje?, to which Nature 
has truly given the Form of a Metal: But it 
has left it yet crude; not ripe, imperfect, and 
wot finifi d, in the foft Mountain; of which, 
you may more eafily dig a Pit, and draw out 
Of the fame our pure pontic Water which the 
Fountain encompaffes, the which aloné (to 


the Exclufion of all othe: Watér) is of its 
dwt Nature difpos’d to’ convert ¡telf into á 


F  Pafé 
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Pafe with its proper Flower, and with its 
Solar Ferment ; and after to digeft it felf in- 
to cAmbrofia. And altho’ our tone is found 
of the fame Genus in all the feven Metals, 
according to the Saying of the Philofophers, 
who affirm that the Poor ( to wit, the five 
imperfect Metals) poffefs ‘it as well as the 
Rich ( viz. the two perfect Metals ) yet the 
beft of all the ‘tones is found inthe new Ha- 
bitation of Saturn, which has never been 
touch’d ; that is to fay, of him whofe Son 
prefents himfelf, not without great My/ery, 
to the Eyes of all the World, Day and Night, 
and of whom the World makes ufe when it 
fees it, and which the Eyes can never attra@ 
by any Species, to that Effect that one may 
fee, or at-leaft believe, that this great Secret 
is contain’d in, this Soz of Saturn, as all the 
Philcfophers affert and even {wear it; and 
that it is moreover the Cabinet of their Se- 
crets, and that it comprehends within icfelf 
the Spirit of the Suz, fhut up in its own Bow- 
els, and ile Intefiines. 


We e cannot for the ee more clear ly de- 
{cribe our Vitriolated Egg, provided the Rea- 
der be acquainted with any of the Children of 

| Saturn, 


| 
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Saturn, viz. “ The triumphing Antimony : 
ft The Bifmuth, or Tin of Ice melting at the 
“ Candle ; the Cobaltum blackening more 


& than Lead or Iron: The Lead which 


“ makes the Tryals: The Plumbites (a 


& Matter fo called) which the Painters 


“ make ufe of: The Zack which colours, 
“ and appears admirable, by its fhowing it- 
“ felf in a different Manner, almoft under. 
“ the Form of Mercury: a Metallick Matter, 
which may be calcin’d, and vitrioliz’d by 
“the Air, Efc. altho’ this ferene Vulcan 
which is inevitable; the Cook of Human 
Race, procreated of black Parents, viz. of 
the black Flint, and black Steel, may, and 
has the Vertue of preparing the moft excel- 
lent Remedies, of each of the above mention’d 


Matters: But our Volatile Mercury i is very 
| different from all thefe Things. 


Diftour fe tranflated from Verfe, 


Tt is a Stone, and no Stone, 

In which all the «Art confifts, 

Nature has made it fuch, ( 
Bat it has not yet ee it to Perfetion. 
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You will not find it on Earth, becaufe it has 
there no growth ; 
It grows only in the Caverns of the Mountains. 
This whole Art depends on it ; 
For he who bas the Vapor of this Thing, 
Hus the gilded Splendor of the Red Lyon, 
The pure and clear Mercury ; 
And he who knows the Red Sulphur which it 
contains, — 
Has within bis Power the whole Foundation. 


, Fara recs teeta AO eS 
Cuar OL 
Of the Diffolution 


Sine the time draws nigh, when this fourth 
Monarchy Shall predominate towards the 
_ North, which will be foon follow’d with the 
Calcination of the World, it would be pro- 
per enough ta begin to difcover clearly to all 
in general the Philofophical Calcination or So- 
lution, ( which is the Sovereign PrincefS in 
the Chymical Monarchy ) the Knowledge 
whereof being acquir 'd, it would be no long- 
es 


y 
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er difficult afterwards for many to treat of 
the «Art of making Gold, and to obtain in 
a fhort time all the moft hidden Treafures of 
Nature. This would be the fole and only 
mean capable of banifhing from all the Cor- 
ners of the World that infatiable “Fhirft 
which Men have for Gold, and which drags 
along with it the Heart of almoft all thofe 


who inhabit the Earth; and to cat down 


(to the Glory of God) the Statue of the 
Golden Calf, which the Great Ones, as well 
as the Little Ones of this eAge adore. But 


asall thefe Things, as well as an infinity of 
other hidden Secrets, belong only to a good 


Artif, we fhall difclofe to him now what 
Paracelfus has heretofore faid; to wit, that 
one third part of the World fhall perifh by 
the Sword, another by the Plague and Fa- 
mine; fo that there will hardly be left ano- 
ther third Part. That all the Orders ( that 
is to fay, that Beaft with feaven Heads ) 
fhould be deftroy’d out the World. And 
then (fays he) all Things fliall return to their: 
perfe&t and primitive State, and we (hall 
enjoy the, Golden «Age: Man fhall recover 
his found Underftanding, and fhall live con- 
formably to the Morals of Men, €Sc. But 

| T 4 ` not- 
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notwithftanding all thefe things will be in 
the Power of him whom God has deftin’d ta 
the Performance of thefe Wonders, yet we 
fhall leave in Writing, whatever fhall be of 
any Utility to thofe who are in queft. after 
this «Art ; and we fay purfiant to the Senti- 
ment of all the Philofophers, that a true : 
Diffolutiog is the Key of the whole Art.; 
That there are three forts of Difolutioms ; 
the firft is, the Difolution of the Crude Bo- 
dy ; the fecond, of the Philofopbical Earth ; 
and the third is, that which is made in the 
CA | 


But for as ‘much as what has been already 
calcin’d, diffolves more eafily than what has 
not, it is abfolutely neceffary that the Calci- 
a and ‘Deffruction of the fulphurcars 
Impurity, and of the Combuftible Stench, pre- 
` cede all other Things: In the next place, all 
the Waters or Menfiruums muh be feparated, 
which may have been made ufe of, as eA/ft- 
fiants in this «Art, in order that nothing 
which. is firange, and of another Nature 
- may there remain ; and this Precaution muft 
likewife be had, left the too great outward 
| Heat, or other dangerous Accident Should 
. per- 


= tA Qe 


( 281 ) 


perhaps exhale, or deftroy the Isteriour Ge- 
nevative and Multiplicative Vertue of our 
Stone, as the Philofopbers admonifh us in the 
Turb, faying: Take Care chiefly in the Pa- 
rification pf the Stone, and be mindful that 
the active Vertue be not burnt or fuffocated, 
becaufe no Seed can grow, nor multiply, 
when it has been depriv’d of it’s generative 
Force by any exteriour Fire. Having got 
the Sperm or Seed, you may then by a gentle 


~ Digefture happily accomplith your Work : For 


we firt gather the Sperm of our Magneja; 
being drawn out, we putrify it; being putri- 


frd, we difolve it; being difolv’d, we di- 


vide it into Parts ; ‘being divided, we puri- 
fy it; being purify'd, we unite it; and fo we 
conf: immate our Work. 


This i is swat is taught us in thefe Words 
by the Author of the moft ancient Duel, or 
of the Dialogue between the Stone and the 
Gold, and the Vulgar Mercury: “ By the 
« Omnipotent God, and upon the Salvation 
“ of my Soul, I point out and difcover to you, 
“ you who are Lovers of this moft excellent 
“ Art, out of a fincere Motion of Fidelity, 
“ and Compaffion to your long Inquiry, that 

“ our 
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© eternally hidden very deep in the Earth, 


- © be requifite to add to it any foreign Thing, 


© muft rather be govern’d after the fame 


-  threfh’d and carry’d to the Mill, that Bread 
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“ our whole Work is made but of one Thing, 
“ and is perfected by itfelf, having need only 
“ of Diffolution, and Congelation; which 
“ ought to be done without the Addition of 
“ any foreign Thing. For as Ice in a dry 
“ Veffel, being put upon the Fire, is conver- 
& ted into Water by the Heat: In like man- 
“ ner, our Stone has no need of any other 
“ Thing, than the Affiftance of the Artit, 
“ which is obtain’d by the Help of hrs Manu- 
al Operation, and by the A€tion of the Na- 
“ tural Fire. For, admitting it were to be 


“ vet it could never perfect itfelf in any 
“ Thing; it muft therefore be help’d; not 
« however in fuch a manner, as that it fhould 


“ or that is contrary to it’s Nature: But it 


“ Manner, as God caufes the Produétion to 
“ us of the Fruits of the Earth, in order to 
¢ our Noprifhment ; as for Inftance, the feve- 
“ ral Grains, which muft be afterwards 


€ may be made thereof. It is juft the fame 
« in our Work; God has created this Copper 
“ for us, which is the only Thing we oo 
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- € We deftroy it’s crude and crafs Body; we 


& take out the good Kernel which it has with- 
“ in itfelf; we reje&t what ts fuperfluous ; 
¢ and we prepare.a Medicine of what was 
only a Venom. 


. You may then eafily anderftand, that you 
can do nothing without Difolution : For . 


- when this Saturnine Stone Shall have imbib'd 
the Mercurial Water, and {hall have congeal’d 


it within it’s ows ‘Bonds, it is neceflary that — 
by a gentle Heat it fhould putrif) in irfelf, 
and be refolv’d into it’s fr/? Humour ; to the 
End that it’s ¿nvifible, incomprebenfible, and 
tinging Spirit, which is the pure Fire of the 
Gold, inclos'd and jmprifon'd in the Depth of 
a congeal’d Salt, may be brought forth, and 
likewife that it’s grofs Body may be alfo fub- 
tiliz’d by Regeneration, and may be conjoin’d 
and infeparably united with it’s Spirit. 


Dilcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 
Refolve therefore yaur Stone after a conveni- 
ent Manner, 


And not after a Sophiftick Way; 
But 
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But rather parfuans to the dia of the 
Wif, 

Without adding thereto any Crit | 

For no other Water is to be found that can 
difolve our Stone, | 

Except a little Fountain very pure, dl clear, 

Which happens to run of it’s own eAccord, 

cAnd is the Humour proper to diffolve it, 

But it i hidden almoft to all the World, 

It heats fo vehemently of itfelf, 

That it caufes our Stone even to fweat Tears: 

It requires only a flow exteriour Heat ; | 

eAnd this is what you muft chiefly remembers 

But I muft moreover difcover another Thing 
tO YOu, 

That if you don’t fee a black Smoke above, 

And aWhitene/s beneath, 

Your Work bas not been well perform'd, | 

eAnd you have been miflaken in the Diffola- 
tion of the Stone. 

Which you will mane difeove by that 
S1gH. 

But if you proceed as you ought, 

You will perceive a dark Cloud, 

Which without Delay will fink tothe Bottom, 

When the Spirit fhall afume a white Colour, 
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Canar IV. 


- How our Salt ts divided into four 


Elements, according to the In- 
tention of the Philofophers. 


8 our Stone, exteriourly, is humid, and 
A cold, and it’s internal Heat is a dry Ol, 
or a Sulphur, and a living Tincture with - 
which the Quinteffence muft be conjoin’d and 


united zaturally; it is necellary that you fe- 


parate from each other all thefe contrary Qua- 


. lities, and bring them to an Agreement : 


Which our Separation will effect, which is 
cald in the Philofophic Ladder, the Separa- 


_ tion, or Depuration of the aqueous and liquid _ 


‘Vapour from the Black Feces, the Volatili- 
zation of the rare Parts, the Extraétion of the 
conjoining Parts, the Production of the Prin- 
ciples, the Disjunction of the Homogeneity ; 


- which is what muft be done, in ‘Proper and 


convenient Baths, €9c. 
| But 
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But it is requifite rt to digeft the Ele: 
ments in their proper Dunghil : For without 
Putrefaction, the Spirit cannot feparate itfelf 
from the Body, and it is italone that fubtilizes, 
and caufes Volatility. And when your Mat- 
ter fhall be fufficiently digefted, in fuch Man- 
ner that it may be feparated, it becomes more 
clear ‘by fuch Separation, and the Quickfilver 
` takes the Form of a clear Water. Divide 
then the Stone and the four Elements into two 
diftin& Parts, to wit, into one Part that is Vo- 
Jatile, and another that is Fix’d. What is 
Volatile is Water and Air, and what is Fix’d 
is Earth and Fire. Of all thefe Elements the 
Earth and the Water only appear fenfibly be 
fore-our Eyes; but not the Fire and the Atr: 
And thefe are the two Mercurial Subftances, 
or the twofold Mercury of Trevifanus; to 
which the Philofopbers in the Furb have 
giv’n the following Names: 


1. The Volatile. x. The Fix’d. 
2 The Quickfilver, 2. The Sulphur. 
_ 3. The Superiour. 3- The Inferiour. 
4. The Water. 4. The Earth. 
5- The Woman.. 5. The Man. 
E | 6. The 


’ 
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6. The Queen. 


6. The King, 


7. The whiteWoman. 7. The red Servant. 


$. The Sifter. 
9. Beya. 


8. The Brother. 
g. Gabricius. 


to. The Volatile Sul- 10. The Fix’d Sul- 


phur: 
11. The Vulture, 


- 12. The Living. 
. The Water of Life. 


14. The humid Cold. 


15. The Soul or Spirit. 
16. The Dragons Tail. 


17. The Heaven. 


18. The Sweat. 
tg. The moft fharp 


V megar. 


20. The white Smoke. 


21. The black Clouds 


phur. 
11. The Toad. 
12. The Dead. 
13. The black, more 
black,than the black. 
14. The dry Hot. 
15. The Body. 
16. The Dragon de- 
vouring his Tail. 
17. The Earth. 
18. The Afhes. 
19. The Braís, or the. 
Sulphur. | 
20. The blackSmoke, . 
21. The Bodies out of 
which thofe Clouds 


come. _ 


fn the Superiour Part, which is Spiritual 
and Volatile, refides the Life of the dead 
Farth; and in the Inferiour Part, which is 
terreftrial and fix’d, is contain’d the Ferment 


which 
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which nourifheth, and fixeth the Stone ; thee 
two Parts come from the fame Radix, and 
both the one and the other muft conjoin and 


unite together i in the Form of Water. 


Take then the Earth, and calcine it in the 
Dunghill, which is tepid, and moift, till it 
becomes white, and appears greafy. This is 
that zzcombu/t ible Sulphur, which by a greater 
Digeftion, may be made a red Sulpbur ; bit 
ic muft be White before it becomes Red: for 
it cannot pafs from Black to Red, but through 
the White, which is the Medium between 
both: And when the White appears in the 
Veffel, without doubt, the Red lies hid theres 
in. Wherefore thé Matter muft not be tå- 
ken out, but muft only be further digefted, 
till it at lat becomes Red. 


Ditcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 


The Gold of the Wife, is no way the Vulgar 
Gold; 

But it is a certain Water clear and pure, 

On which is born the Spirit of the Lord; 

'eAnd it is from thence that all Beings receive 
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This is the Reafon why our Gold is become i ine 
i tirely Jfpiritual : 
By the Mean of the Ae it pales mem 
the Alembic ; 
It’s Earth remains black, 
Which however did not appear before ; 


And now it diffelves it felf, 


And becomes likewife a thick Water, 


The which defires.a more noble Life, 


To the End it may be able to rejoin it/elf- 

For by, Reafon of the Thirft it. has, it does 

and. is diffever'd, 7 

Which benefits it very much : 

Becaufe if it did not become Water and oi, 

lts Spirit and Soul could not unite, | 

Nor mingle with it, as it then happens to doi 

In fuch manner, that of them one ate i 
made, 

Which rifes to a Pen a Perfection, 

The Parts whereof are fo ftrongly q. tga 
gethér, 

That da can never after be Separated, 


CHAP. 
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ls 
Char V. 


Of the Separation of Diana whiter 
than the Snow. 


“WT is not without Reafon that the Philofo- 

phers call our Salt, the Place of Wifdom; 
For it is replenifh’d with ‘rare Virtues, and 
divine Wonders: Tt:is from it chiefly that all 
the Colours of the World may be drawn. lt 
is white like'the'very Snow in its exteriour; 
but it contains'interiourly a Rednefs like that 
_ of Blood. Itis replenifh’d moreover, with 
a very fweet Tafte, a vivifying Life, and with 
a Finéture that is altogether Celeftial, altho’ 
all thefe Things are not in the Propritties of 
the Salt, becaufe the Salt gives only 4% eAcri- 
mony, and is but the Band of its Coagulation ; 
But it’s internal Heat is pure, a pure Effen- 
tial Fire, the Light of Nature, and an Ol 
moft beautiful and tranfparent, which is of 


fọ great a Sweetnefs, that no Sugar nor Honey 
eT can 
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čan equal it, when it is entirely feparated, 
and divefted of all its other Proprieties. 


As to the invifible Spiri it, which refides iri 
our Salt, it is by Reafon of the force of its 
Penetration, like and equal to the Thundera ` 
bolt, which ftrikes vehemently, and which 
nothing can cenia 


From all iiei parts of ché Salt united to 
gether, and fix’d in a Being that refifts the ' 
Fire, there refults fó powerful a Tincture; 
that it penetrates all Bodies in the twinkling 
of the Eye, after the: manner of a furious 
‘Thunderbolt, and drives away immediately 
what is an Adverfary to Life. -~ 


And thus it is that the imperfort Metals 
are ting’d, or tranímuted into Sol: For from 
the very beginning they are Gold in Potentia 
having drawn their Origín from the fole Efa 
fexfe of the Sus; but by the «Anger, and 
Malediétion of the ‘Deity, they were core 
rupted by feven different Leprofes and Ma» 
ladies: And if they had not been Gold bes 


- fore, our Tinéture could never turn them in. 


to Gold, as we fee Maz does not become 
U ze Gold 
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Gold notwithftanding he Twallows a dofe of 


eres 


‘.' One “alo plainly fees by an exact Anato- 
my of the Metals, that they: partake in their 
Enteriour; of Gold, and that their Exterior 
is environ’d with Death and Malediction. 
For firft, there is to be obferv’d in thefe Me- 
tals, that they contain ‘a corruptible Matter, 
which is hard and GrofS and of an accurs’d 
‘Earth? tö wit, a Subftance which is Crafs, 
Stony, Impure,’ and Terreftrial, which they 
‘bring ‘eveir from’ their, Mine. Secondly, A 
‘ftinking Water ‘which is capable of giving 
Death. . In the third place, a mortified Earth, 
which is lodg’d in this ftinking Water; and 
‘in fine, à venomous Quality, which is Mor. 
‘tal and Raging. ‘But when:the' Metals are 
‘freed from all thefe accurfed Impurities, and 
from their Heterogeneity, then there is to be 
‘found in them the zoble Effence of Gold; that 
is to fay, our bleffed Salt, fo much prais'd by 
the Philofophers, who tell us of it 10 often, 
-and have recommended it to us in thee 
Terms. Draw forth the Salt of the Metals, 
without’ any Corrofion or Violence, and gar 
7 + 4 
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Salt will produce you the White and Red 
Stone. Item, The whole Secret confifts in the 


Salt, of which is made our Ei Elixir. 


Now it nica appears how difficult i it 


is to find the mean to make, and to have this 


Salt ; fince this Science, even down to this 
Day, has not been wholly difcover’d to eve- 
ty Body, and that even at this prefent, there 
is not one-in a T houfand that knows, what 
Sentiment he ought to entertain concerning 


the furprizing Saying of all.the Philofophers, 


on this fole and felf fame Matter, which is 
nothing elfe than true and natural Gold, yet 
neverthelefs very vile, is flung into the High- | 


ways, and is there to be found. It is of great 


Value, and even ineftimable ; and yet is only 
Dung: Itis a Fire, which burns more vehe- 
mently than all other Fire, and nevertheleís 
it is cold: It is a Water which wafhes very. 


clean, and yetitisdry: It is a Hammar of 


Steel, which ftrikes even the impalpable 
Atoms; and for all that, itis like a foft Wa- 
ter: It isa Flame which reduces all things 
into Afhes : > and, nevertheleís it is moift: Je 
is a Snow, which i is all Snow, and yet may 


be PP. and made to thicken : It is a Bird 


U 3 which 


(294) 

which flies c on the Tops of the Mountains ; 
and yet it isa Fifh: It is a Virgin who has 
never been touch’d, and who neverthelefs 
- brings forth Children, and abounds with 
Milk: They are the Rays of the Sun, and of 
the Moon, and the Fire of Sulphur ; and at 
the fame time, it is an Ice extremely cold : Ye 
is a burnt Tree, which however brings forth 
Blofloms while it is burning, and yields an 
abundance of Fruit: It is a Mother that 
bears Children, and yet it is only a Man; 
And, likewife, on the contrary, it ts a Male, 
- and yet does the Office of a Woman: It is a 
very heavy Metal, and yet it is a Feather; 
—Itis alfoa Feather which the Wind carries 
away, and is, neverthelefs, heavier than the 
very Metals: İt is likewife a Poiforr more 
deadly than even that of the Bafilifc, and yet 
it drives away all forts of Maladies. 


- AM thefe Contradiétions,and others the like, 
and which neverthelfs are the proper Names 
of our Stone, fo confound thofe who are Ig- 
norant how they are to be underftood, that 
there are a great many who abfolutely deny 
the Truth of any fuch Thing, though at the 
| fame time they believe themfelves to have the 
belt 


| 


| 
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beft turn’d Genii of the World. ‘They chufe 
rather to refer themfelves to one fingle eAri- 


ffotle, than to an infinite Number of famous 


_eAuthers, who for many Ages have confirm’d 


all thefe Things, as well by the Trials they 
have made thereof, as by the Writings they 
have left us; protefting that all the Words | 
they have advanc’d, carry’d Truth in "em, or 
elfe they would be oblig’d to be anfwerable 
for the fame at the great Day of Judgment. 
But notwithítanding all, this is no way re- 
garded, they who are in ‘Poffeffion of the 
Science, are always defpifed ; which does not 
happen without the juf Fudgment of God, 
who by how much the better he has plac’d 


this precious Gift in any Veflel, by fo much 
the more does he permit it to be confider’d — 


as a mere Folly, to the End that they who 
are unworthy of it, may defpife and rejeét it 
to their own unfpeakable Lofs, and peculiar | 
Damage. But the Sons of the Science guard 
with Fear and Trembling this fecret Depof- 
tum Of ‘Providence, confidering that the Pa- 
rables, as well of the facred Writ, as of all 
the Sages, fignify very different Things from — 
what the literal Senfe bears : Wherefore, pur- 
fuant to the Command of the Plalmif?, they 
U4: medi- 
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meditate Day and Night on their Matter, and 
feek this pretious Stone with Solicitude and 
Pains, till {uch Time as they find 1t:by thezr 
. Prayers and their Labours. For if God (as 
it cannot be doubted of) does not make 
known this admirable Stone (tho’ only a ter- 
reftrial one) to the Men of adeprav’d Will, 
becaufe it is afmall Sketch of the Holy and 
Celeftial «Angular Stone, what Sentiments 
ought we to have of that eAuthentick and in- 
eftimable Stone which all the eAagels and 
eArchangels adore? Tho’ at the fame Time 
there is not any Man but may be fure of ac- 
quiring it without much Labour, provided he 
be regnerated, and makes Profeffion of the 
Faith, that he publifhes it with his Mouth, 
that he conceives no Doubt thereof, and forms 
no Conteftation thereupon, he will enter the 
fivait Gate of Paradife, with all the holy 
, Perlonages of the Old and N ew Teftament, 


_ As for our own a we know for certain 
that all Theology and Philofophy are Vanities 
without this zzcombuffible Oil. For as the 
five imperfet Metals die. in the Trial of the 
Fire, if they are not ting’d, and brought to 
ther Perfection by the Mean Of this incom- 

buftible 
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buftible Oi} (which the Philofophers call their 


-Stone,) in like manner the: five foolifh Vir- 


gins, who at the Arrival of their King, and 
their Spoufe, {hall not have the trae Oil in 
their Lamps, will perifh indubitably. For. 
“ the King (as is to be feen in St.: Mathew 
«Chap. 25. 41, 42, 45.) will place on ‘the 


« Left thofe* who fhall not have the Oil of 


« Charity and Mercy, and will fay to them; 


Get you gone from me accurfed as you are, ` 


“ go into the everlafting Fire, which is pre- 
< pard for the Devil, and his Angels. For 
$ I was hungry, and you did not give me 
& to eat: I was dry, and you did not give 
“ me to drink: I was a Stranger, and you 
did not lodge me: I was naked, and you 
$ did not clothe me: I was fick, and a Pri- 
% foner, and you did not vifit me.” On the 
contrary, as,they who are inceffantly endea- 
vouring to know the wonderful Secrets of 
God, and implore with an ardent Zeal the 

Father of all Light to illuminate their Under. 

ftandings, receive at laft the Sprit of the di- 
vine Wifdom, which guides them in all Truth, 

and unites ’em by their lively Faith with that 

victorious Lion of the Tribe of Suda, who 
along unties and opens the Bcok of Regene- 

- o E ration, 
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ratión, fald LA the feven Seals in each of 
the Faithful. - In fuch manner, that in him 

is born that Lamb, which from the Begin- 

ning was facrific'd, who alone is the Lord of 
Lords, and who nails the old e4dam to the 

Crofs of his Humility and Meeknefs, and re- 

generates a new Man by the Seed of the di- 

vine Word. 


Thus likewife do we fee a farthful Repre» 
fentation of this Regeneration in the Work of 
the Philofopbers, in which there ts that only 
green Lion, which fhuts and opens the feven 
indiffoluble Seals of the feven Metallick Spi- 


rits, and which torments the Bodies till ¿e — 


has render’d them intirely perfedt, : by the 
Mean of the long and firm Patience of the 
eArtif?, For he alfo has fome Refemblance 
with the Lamb, to whom, and to none elfe, 
the feven Seals of Nature [hall be open’d. 


O Children of the Light ! who are always 
viétorious by Vertue of the divine Lamb; 
all the Things which God has ever created, 
Shall contribute to your Happinefs,both Tem» 
poral and Eternal, as we have a Promife there- 
of from the very oe of our Lord Fefus 
| Chrift, 
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Chrifi, by which he was pleafed to (pei 


thefé fixteen Beatitudes, which he has. reite- 
rated in St. Mathew Chap. s. and in the 


ds eer 2, and 21. in thefe Words. 


Happy are the poor in | Spirit ; for the 
[ga of Heaven is: ‘theirs. | 


give him to eat of the Tree of Life, 


j af To him who thal overcome, I will 
¡(which i is in the Paradife of my God. 


€ . Happy are they who mourn ; for they 
__ |e receive Confolation. 


oe He who Shall overcome, fhall not be 
one yah the fecond Death. 


f Happy are the meek ; for they (hall 
inhabit the Earth iby Right of Inheri- 


| tance. 


3. 3 To him who fhall overcome, I wil] 
give to. eat of the hidden Manna, and 
and will give him a white Stone, and to 
the Stone a new written Name, which. 

dE [none knows but he who receives it. 

Happy 


(3oo ): 
_1£. Happy are they who hunger and thirft 
| [afier Jutge for they [hall be fatiated- 


He that: thall overcome, ad fhall have 


shed my Works to the End, I fhall 


- 4 ¿give him Power over the Nations ; and 


he fhall govern them with an Iron Rod, 

and they fhall be broken ‘to Pieces like 
. | the Veffels of the Potter. .. As I havé al- 

‘Ifo receiv'd from my Father. ‘And I will 
{give him the Morning Star.; 


sie | Bleffed are the merciful; for they fhall 
have Mercy fhewn them. . . | 


-- He that Shall overcome fhall be thus 
clothed in white Garments :. And 1 will 
not blot his Name out of the Book of 
T Life: And:I'will confeís his Name before 
my Father and before his — 


= 


E 


r Bleffed are they who are . clean of 
| Heart ; ‘for my {hall bi God. | 


Spt | He that hall ‘overcome, 1 will make 
6. him become a Pillar in the Temple of my 


I Ti and he [hall go forth n no more ; e 
Iwi 


-im 
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EN ih write;upon him the Name of my God, 
J and the Name of the:City of my God, 
| which is: the new Jerufalem, which de- 

_ | fcends from Heaven from before iny God; 
and my new Name. 


Bleffed 2 are the Peadeshaliers ‘for they 
fhall be called the Children of God. | 


him fit with me in my Throne: As I have 
alío overcome, and am feated with mý 
rame on his Thrones 


| 
| 7 ‘| He that fhall overcome, I will Sake 


r Bleffed are they a are perfecuted 
< Vfor the fake of Juftice ; ; for theirs i 1S the 
| Kingdom of Heaven. ° | 


8. 4 Fle that fhall ` overcome, (hall obtain 

| all Things by an Hereditary Right; and 
1 will be his God, and he fhall be my 
Son. 


Let us then, my Brethren, refume by the 
Grace ofour Merciful God, a laborious Spirit, 
that we may fight a good Battle : For he 
who paian not have or fought, fhall not be 

crown’d 
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cfown’d, becatfeGod does not grant us his 
Temporal Gifts, but by dint of Sweat, and 
Labour, according to the univerfal Teftimo. 
ny of all. the ‘Philofophers, and even of Her: 
mes his felf, who afíntes, that to obtain this 
bleffed Diana, and this Luzary, as white as 
the very Milk, he had fuffer’d many Labours 
of the Mind, as any Body may eafily con- 
jeture. For as our Salt is at the beginning: 
a Terreftial SubftjeQ, heavy, rude, impure ; 
Chaotick, Gummy, Vifcous,; and a Body 

which has the Form of a nebulous Water, it 
is requifite it fhould be diffolv’d, that it Should 
be feparated from its Impurity, from all its 
Terreftrial, and Aqueous Accidents, and from 
its. thick and grofs Shadow ; and above all, 
that it Should be extremely fublim’d, to the 
End, that this Criftalline Salt of the Metals, 
free fi om all Fxces, purg’d from all its Black- 
mejs, Putrefaction and Leprofy, may become 
moft pure, and foveraignly clarify’d, white 
as the San, melting and running like Wax, 


- Difcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 
The Salt is the Jole and only Key, 


Without Salt our eArt can no wife fpf. 
| nd 
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And altho’ thisSals ( that Imay advertife yos 


thereof ) 
Has mot the cal of. Salt ab: the bes 


. ginning, - 
Tet neverthele[s it is truly a Salt, which 
-= without doubt, ( 
Is altogether black and flinking at fah, 
But which in the Operation, and by Labour, ' 
Will have the Refemblance of the Jeroni paró 
of the Blood ; 
And afterwards will become altogether White 
and Clear. 
By its own Diff olution and proper Ferment 
tion. 


+ „R 
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POPE 29290 


Cuar VI te 


Of the Marriage of the Red Sera 


vant, with the W hite Woman. 


HERE are many who think they know 

the manner of making the Tinéture of 

the Philofophers: But when they come to 
make Tryals with our Red Servant, one 
would 


( 304 ) 

would‘hardly believe. how fmall, the Nuni< 
ber is of them that fucceed, and how few 
thero'are in the whole World. that deferve 
the Name of true Philofophers. For where 
fhall we find a Book that fhall give fufficient 
Inftruction on that Subjeét, . fince all the Phi- 
loofophers have wrap’d it up in Silence, and 
have thus conceal’d it on. purpofe, as our well 
beloved Father had faid it by way of Revela- 

tion to the Inguijitors of this Art, to whom 

he hardly left any thing of Moment, except 

thefe few Words : Oze only. e. mix’ d with 

a Philofophical Water. 


And there is no donbt to be made that this 
Thing. gave a.great deal of Trouble and 
Pains to fome Philofophers, before they could 
get through this Foret, in order to begin 
their firft Operation, as we have a confidera- 
ble Inftance in the Author of the Ope Ark, 
commonly called the Difciple of the great 
and littlé Peafant (who is in Poffeffion of 
the Manufcripts of his deceas’d, venerable and 
worthy Preceptor, and who has had a perfect 
Knowledge of the Philofophical «Art, thefe 
thirty Years paft) who has related to: us 
what: happen’d to his Matter 1 in this Point, 

chat 
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that is to han: in his firft Operation, by which 
he could not in his firft Attempt, whatever 
Means or Induftry he could ufe, bring to pafs 
that the Sulphurs fhould intermingle and in- _ 
corporate : Becaufe the Suz always fwum on 
the Surface of the Mooz. This gave him 
great Uneafinefs, and was the Caufe of his 
undertaking many new and vexatious Tra- 
vels, with a Defign to inform himfelf in that — 
Point, by fome-Perfon who might happen to 
be Mafters of the Stone ; as it accordingly 
fell out fuitably to his with, in fuch manner, 


that no Perfon has yet appear, that has fur- 


país'd his Experience; for he knew effe€tu- 
ally the neareft, and the fhorteft way of this. 


Work, fince in the fpace of thirty Days, he 


compleated tbe Secret of the Stone, whereas 


the other Philofophers are oblig’d to keep 


their Matter in digeftion firft, for the fpace 
of feven Months, and after that, during ten 
Months continually. 


This we were willing to obíérve to thofe 
who imagin, and believe themfelves to be 
great Philofophers, and yet never put their 
Hands to the Work ; with this Intention that 


they may ferioully confider, whether any 
X 


thing 
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thing be wanting to them; for before this 
Step, it often happens, that the prefumptuous | 
oArtifis ave forc’d to own and acknowledge 
their Ignorance and Temerity. Nay there are | 
fome even among the greateft Doctors, and 
Perfons of the greateft Acquifition, who per- 
Iwade themfelves that our Red Servant di- 
gefted, is to be extrafted from the commoz 
Gold, by the Mean of a Mercurial Water, 
which Error the moft learned Author of the 
ancient Chymical Duel, has formerly. demon- 
ftrated, in a Difcourfe of his, where he makes 
the Stone fpeak after this manner: “ Some 
a Pertons have fo far deviated from me, that 
« altho’ they have found the way to extract 
« my tinging Spirit, which they have min- 
« gled with other Metals and Minerals, .yet 
« Ihave granted to them the Fruition only 
« of a {mall Portion of my Vertue, to melio- 
« rate therewith thofe Metals which are 
« moft proximate to me, and neareft ally’d; 
« but if thefe Philofophers had had recourfe to 
* my proper Wife, and had join’d me to her, 
« Tfhould have afforded athoufand times 
“more Tincture. - 


f 


. As 
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As to what relates to our Conjun@ion, 
there are two different Ways of Conjoyning, 
of which the one is Moift, and the other Dry. 


~The Sun has three parts of his Water, and 
his Wife has Nine, or the Sun has Two, and 


his Wife has Seven. And as the Seed of a 
Man is at one fingle Time all injected into- 


the Matrix of the Woman, which clofes im- 


mediately till the time of Delivery, after the 
fame manner m our Work we conjoyn two 
Waters, the Sulphur of Gold, and the Soul 
and ‘Body of its Mercury: The Sum and the 
Moon: The Husband and the Wife: Two 
Seeds : Two Quickfilvers, and of thofe two 
we make our Quickfilver, and of this Mer- 
cury, the Stone of the Philofophers. | 


| Difcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 


After the Earth is well trepar’d, 


To drink its Humidity. 


Then take together the Spirit, Soul and Life, 

And give*em to the Earth. 

For what is the Earth without Seed? 

eAnd a “Body without a Soul? 

You fhall therefore take notice, and obferve, 
X 2 that 


(308 ) 


That the Mercury is brought back to its Mo- 
ther. ' E | | 

Of whom it took it’s Origin ; , 

Caft it- therefore upon her, and it will be of 
utility to you, o > 


Of the Degrees of F. ire. 


N the Coétión of our Salt, the external 
Heat of the firt Operation is call’d Elzx- 
ation, and is perform'd in Humidity, but 
the Tepidity of the fecond Operation, is ac- 


complifh’d in Dryzefs, and is call'd cAffation. - 


The Philofophers have mark’d out thefe two 
Fires, in this manner: Oar Stone muft be 
cook’ by Elixation and eAffation. - 


Our bleed Work requires to be regulated 
conformably to the four Seafons of the Year ; 
And, as the firft Part, which is the W inter, 
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is Cold and Moift ; the fecond, which is the 


Spring, is Tepid and Moitt ; the third, which 


is the Summer, is Hot and Dry; and the 
fourth, which is the Autumn, is appointed 
for the gathering in of the Fruits; in-like 


_ manner the firt Regulation of the Fire muft — 


refemble the Heat of a Hen that fits brood- 
ing to hatch her Chickens, or be like, the 
Heat of the Stomach, which Concoéts and 
Digefts the Meats, which nourifh the Bo- 
dy; or like the Heat of the Suz, in the Sign 
eAries, and this Tepidity lafts till the black- 
nefs appears, nay, even till the Matter be- | 
comes White. If you don’t obferve this Re- 
gimen, and that your Matter be too much 


_ heated, you will not fee the fo much defir’d 


Head of the Raven ; but you fhall unfortu- 
nately perceive a precipitate, and tranfient 


- Rednefs like that of the Wild Poppy, ar elfe _ 


a ruddy Oil fwimming on the Top, or that 


your Matter {hall have begun to fublime; if — 
this fhall happen, you muft of neceffity with- 


draw your Compofition, diffolve it, and 


` drench it with our Virginal Milk, and begin . i 


yóur Digeftion afrefh with more Precaution, 
till fuch time as fuch Default fhall not appear. 

And when you thal difcover the W hitenefs, 
X3. >. you 


oe 
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you Shall increafe the Fire to the intive defies 
- ¢ation of the Stone, which Heat ought to re» 
- femble that of the Sax, when it paffes out of — 
Taurus into Gemini; and after fuch deficcati- 
on, you muft again prudently augment your 
Fire, till your Matter attains a perfect Red- 
nefs, which Heat is like that of the San in 
the Sign Leo. 


Difcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 


Take good heed of theeAdvertifements I have 
given, 7 | 

For the Regimen of yaur gentle Fire, 

And then you may hope for all forts of Pros 
fperity, | 

And participate one Day of this Treafure, 

But it is necefjary that you firft know, 

The vaporous Fire, according to the Thought 
of the Sages. o 

Becaufe that Fire is not Elementary, 

Or material, and other the like, 

But it is rather a dry Water drawn from 
Mercury ; 

Tis Fire is Supernatural, 

Piloutial, Celeiiat, ava Pure, 

Iu which the Sisa, and the Moon are conjoyw d, 

| | Govern 
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Govern this Fire by the Regimen of an Exte- 


riour Fire, 


cAnd guide your Work to the End. 
LALA Cana LOEO ENEA EA CA PAra sa Ca 
Cuar VIL © 
Of the admirable Vertue of our 
Saline and Aqueous Stone. 


E who fhall have received fo much 
Grace from the Father of Lights, as 


“to obtain in this Life the ineftimable Gift of 


the Philofophers Stone, may not only be af- 
fur’d that he poflefles a Treafure of fo high a 
Price, that the whole World together, and 
even all the Monarchs that inhabit it 
throughout are not able to pay the Price 
thereof, but we ought moreover to be per-. 
fwaded, that he has a moft manifeft Token 
of the Love God bears him, and of the Pro- 
mife the ‘Divine Wifdom (which beftows fuch 
a Gift) has made in his Favour, to grant 
him for ever an Eternal Habitation with her, 

X 4 and 
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- and a perfeét Union in a celeftial Marr lagos 


which we wifh with, all our Heart to all 
Chriftians ; for that is the Centef of all Trea- 
fures, according to the Teftimeny of Solo- 
mon, in the 7th of Wifd. where he fays; “E 
“ have preferd Wifdom toa Kingdom, and 
“ to Principality, and-I have not made any 
_ © account. of Riches in comparifon with her. 
_“.] have not put in a Parallel with her, any 
_ © precious Stone ; for all Gold is but a vile 
. “ Gravel in reference to it, and Silver-is only 
“ Dirt. I have lov’d it above Health, and 


_ “ the Beauty of the Body, and 1 have made - 


“ Choice of her for my Light, the Rays of 
« which are never darkend. The Poffeffion 
« of her has given me all the good Things 
imaginable, and I have found that fhe had 
“ in her Hand infinite Riches, €Sc. 


As to sur Philofophical Stone ; one may 
conveniently enough obferve therein all thefe 
Wonders, firlt the Sacred Myftery of the moft 
Holy Trinity, the Work. of the Creation, of 
the Redemption, of the Regeneration, and 
the future State of Eternal Felicity. 


Second: - 
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Secondly, Our Stone drives away, and 
cures all ‘forts of Maladies whatever, and 
preferves any one in good Health, to 
the laft term of his Life, which 1s. when 
the Spirit of Man going out like'a Candle, 


vanifheth away Bently, and pales into the 
Hand of God. E 


Thirdly, It tizges and hand all Metals 
into Guld and Silver, even better than thofe 
which Nature is us’d to produce, and by its 
Means the moft vile Stones, and all Criftals 
may be transform’d into Precious Stones. 
But, becaufe our Intention is to change the 


Metals into Gold, it is requifite they fhould 


be firft fermented with very good and moft 
pure Gold; for, otherwife, the imperfect Me- 
tals would not be able to fupport its too great 
and fupream Subtility; but there would ra- 
ther enfue Lofs and Damage in the Projecti- 
or. The imperfect and impure Metals muft . 
alfo be purify’d, if one will draw any Profit 
therefrom. Oze Drachm of Gold is fufficient 
Xor the Fermentation in the Red, and one 
-Drachm of Silver for the Fermeztation in the 
. White; and the eArtif? need not be at the 

trouble 
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trouble of erik Zs or Silver for this Fer- 
mentation, becaufe with one fingle very {mall 
Part, the Tinéture may afterward be aug- 
mented more and more, in fuch manner that 
whole Ships might be loaded with the preci- 
ous Metal that would accrue from this Cos- 
fection, for if this Medicine be multiplied, 
and be again diffolv’d and coagulated by the 
Water of its Mercury, White or Red, of 
which it. was prepar’d, then tbe tinging Ver- 
tue will be augmented each time, by ten 
Degrees iz Perfe ion, which may be reite- 
rated as often as one a aah 


at The Rofary ays, that he who fhall have 
« once. accomplifh’d this Art, even tho’ he 
“ wese to live thoufands of Years, and was 
6 every Day to maintain four thoufand Men, 
“ yet he would never know any Scarcity.” 


«The Author of the eAurora appearing, 
“ fays, itis fhe, that is the Daughter of the 
'“ Sages, and that has in her Power, Autho- 
“ rity, Honour, Vertue, and Empire, who 
“ has avon her Head the flourifhing Crown 
“ of the Kingdom, encompafs’d with the 
et db the feven bright Stars, and like the 
“ Bride 
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« Bride adorn’d by her Husband, fhe bears 
e. written on her Garments in Golden Letters, 


“ Greek, Barbarian and. Latin; I am the 


- only Daughter of the Wife, altogether un- 


“ known to Fools. O happy Science, Q 
“ happy Scholar! for whoever has the Know- 
“ ledge of it, pollefles an incomparable trea- 


- « fure, becaufe he is rich before God, and 


“ honoured by all Men, not by the means of 
“ Ufury, Fraud, nor of unwarantahie ¢ am 
“ merce, nor by the Opprefhion of ví er, 
“ as the Rich Men of this World. “a it 
“ their Glory .to enrich themfe'ves by, but 
« by the Means of his Indutt:y, and by the 

Labour of his own Hands, | 


= Wherefore, it is not without Reafon thay 
the Philofophers conclude that it is requílite 
to interpret the two following Enigma’s of 
the White and Réd Tinéture, or of their Urin 
and Thummim. 


Difcourfe tranflated from Verfe. 


. The Moon. 


Here is born a Divine an Auguft Empref, | 
The Mafters with one common Confent, = 
Style 
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Style ber their oe | i 

She multiplies her ‘felf, and produce a roi 
number of Children, 

Pure, Immortal, and without Blemil, 

This Queen has an averfion to Death, and 
Poverty; 

She furpaffes pS her Excellency Gold, Silver, 

and even the pretious Stones. | 

She has more Power, than al the ió 
whatever. 

There i not in the whole World, any thing 

comparable to her, 

w which Reafon, we render Thanks to God, 
. whe dwells in the Heavens, — 


The Su UN. 
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Hie is: bers an Emperor — with J Ho- 
MOUNTS, 


| There can never be das one more great than 
he, | 
Neither by Art, nor D Nature, 
eAmong all things created ; o 


The Philofophers call him their Sòn, 
Who has the Power, and pre to produce 
_ divers Effects. 

He gives to q all that he asks of him. 
He 
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He grants him a lafting Health, — 
Gold, Silver, and pretious Stones, 
Strength, and a beautiful and untainted 
Youth, 
He expels Choler, sain, Poverty, and all 


Weaknefjes. 


Ob! thrice happy he, who has obtain d of God 


f great a Blefing. 
ooo o HLDOELOLCOS 
Recapitulation. 


Y Dear Brother, and Son, Inquirer 
after this Art, let us now refume from 
the very beginning all thofe things that are 


chiefly neceflary for you, if thou defir’ft thy 
_Inquifition fhould be affifted, and attended 
- with good Succefs. | 


In the firft place thou muft imprint ftrong- 


-ly in thy Memory, that without the Mercy of 


God, thou art altogether wretched and un- 
happy, nay, even more miferable than the 
Devil his felf, within whofe Power are all — 
the Damn’d, becaufe, as be has given thee 
an 


C318) 


an Immortal Soul, thou muft, whether thou 
wilt or not, live a whole Eternity, either 
with God among the Bleffed, in the Fruition 


of an inconceivable Blifs, or elle with Satan — 


among the damn’d in Torments not to be ex- 
prefs’'d. Wherefore adore God with all thy 
Heart, that he may vouchfafe to fave thee for 
all Eternity, employ thy whole Strength and 
all thy Endeavours to follow bis holy Com- 
mandments, which are the Rule of thy Life, 
as our Saviour has injoyn’d it, in thefe Words : 

Seek fivft the Kingdom of God, and all the 

other Things (hall be given you. By this mean 

you will imitate the Sages our ‘Predeceffors, 
and you will ob'erve the Method which they 
puríu'd, to get into the Favour of this dread- 
© ful Lord, ( before whom Daniel the Prophet 
faw a thoufand Millions of Affiftants, and a 
great many Myriads that ferv'd him) as like- 
wife the molt Wife Solomon has faithfully 

pointed out the Way which he kept to obtain 

the true W ifdom,by the mean of this Doctrine 
which is the belt, and which we muft intire- 
ly Peaftice. . “ Iwas ( fays he) a Child en- 

“ dow’d with good Qualities, and by Reafon 
'€ Y had receivd agood Education, 1 found 

$ my felf to have attain’d the Age of Adole- 
_ “ feency 
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fcency in a Life without Crime, and with- 
out Reproach: But after that, I perceiv’d 
that I had even lefs Difpofition than any 
other Man to become Vertuous, unlefs God 


granted me that Grace, (and that even it 


was Wifdom to know whofe Gift that was) 
I went to the Lord, I pray’d to him, and 
faid to him with all my Heart: O God of 
my Fathers, and Lord of Mercy, who 
didt make all things by thy Word, and 
by thy Wifdom didft conftitute Man to 
Reign over all the Creatures thou haft 
made, to regulate and difpofe all the Earth 
in Juftice, and to judge in Equity of 
Heart: Give me I pray, that Wifdom, 
which encompaffes continually the Throne 
of your Divine Majefty, and do not caft 
me out of the Number of your Children: 


‘For I am your Servant, and the Son of your — 


Servant, I am a Weak Man, and of fhort 
Duration, and as yet too incapable of un- 


“ derftanding Judgment and the Laws, ESc. 


By the fame means thou mayft alfo be ac- 


ceptable to God, provided thou mak’ft the be- 
ing fo, thy chief Study ; and afterwards it 
will be lawful for thee, and even become 


thee, 
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thee, to think of the Means of living hand= 
fomly during this Life, and not only not be 
a Burthen to thy Neighbour, but even be 
able to relieve the Poor as Occafion fhail of- . 
fer. This is what the Art of the Philofo- 
phers eafily imparts to all thofe to whom God 
permits this Science, as one of his moft pe- 
culiar. Graces tabe known : But he does not 
-ufe to do it, unlefs he be prompted thereto 
by fervent Prayers, and by the holy Lite of 
him who defires fo fignal a Favour, and he 
does not grant it immedately even to any 
= Perfon whatever, but always by mediate “D¿- 
fpofitions, to wit, by Inftruétions, and the 
labour of the Hands, to which he gives a 
thorough Bleffing, if he be invok’d thereto 
with a fincere Heart; whereas, when re- 
courfe is not duly had to him by Prayer, he 
ftops the Effect thereof, either by interpoling 
Obftacles to things already begun, or elfe by 
permitting them to conclude with an evil 
Event. | 


However, to acquire this Science, tt is re- 
quifite to Study, Read and Meditate, that 
thou may’ft be able to know the Procefs of 
' Nature, which eArt muft neceffarily follow. 

~ 3 The 
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The Study and Le&ure confifts in thofe good 
and true Authors, who have in Effect expe, 
rienc’d the Truth of this Science; and have 
communicated it to Pofterity, and to whom 
Gredit may be given with Certainty in their 
eArt; for they were Men of Confcience; and 
far from telling any Lies, altho’ for many 
Reafons they have writ obícurely. ` As for 
thy Part, thou muft compare what they have | 
wrapp’d up in Obfcurity, with the Operations 
of Nature, and take Notice what Seed fhe 
makes Ufe of to produce and generate each 
Thing: As for Inftarice, this or that Tree is 
not made of all Sorts of T hings; ; but only of | 
a Seed, or Root which is of it’s own Kind, 
It is juf fo in the eArt of the Philofopbers, 
which has in like manner a certain and af- - 
fur’d Determination ; for it tinges nothing in- 
to Gold. or Silver, but the Mercurial Metal- 


Jick Genus, which it condenfes into a mallea- 


ble Ma/s, which endures the Haminer, per- 


Gifting in the Fire, and which is tinéturd 

-with a moft perfect Colour ; and in commu-~ 

nicating. it’s Tin@ure, cleanfes. and feparates 

from the Metal whatever is not of its ows 

Nature : +. It therefore, follows, that the Tim 

e is likewife of the Mercurial Metallic — 
Y 


Genus; 
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Genus, defiga’d for Perfection of Gold, . 
and that it’s Origin, Root, and ‘feminat. Vera 
tue, muft be drawn from the fame Subject, 
of which ‘the -Vulgar Metallick Bodies are 
produc*d, which endure and extend them- 
felves under the Hammer. I give thee here 
a clear Defcription of the Matter of the Art, 
which if thou doft not yet. comprehend, thou 
_ mutt affiduoufty apply thyfelf to the Le€ture . 
of the Authors, till fuch Time as ağ Things 
by m become familiar to > thee. 


Having lay a Bn jnd folid Foundation 
the Doctrine of the tree and lawful Pof- 
Jeffors of the Stone, you muft proceed to the 
- manual Operations, and a due Preparation of 
the Matter, which requires that all the Faces, 
and StipetAlaities be taken away by our Subli- 
mation, and that it acquire a-Cryftalline Ef- 

fence, faline, aqueous, fpirituous, and olea- 
| ginous, which without the Addition of any 
'Heterógeneoús Thing, ánd of a different Na- 
ture; - and without any Diminution or any 
Lob of- its feminal; generative, and multi- 
plicative Vertue, mult Be brought toan equal 
- Temperament of moift and aa that is to 
fay, of the Volatile, and of the ‘Fix’d, and 

pur- 
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purfuant to the Procefs of Nature, raife this 


fame Effence by the Means of our eArt, to a 


confummate Perfection, that fhe may become 
a moft fix’d Medicine, which may be refolv’d 
in all Liquors, as alfoin any gentle Heat, and 
may become potable; yet fo neverthelefs, 
that it do not evaporate, as the Vulgar Re- 
medies moft commonly do, which always 
want that chief Vertue which they ought to, 
have in order to Cure, becaufe as being weak — 
and imperfect, either they are exalted by 
Heat, or they are not: If they are exalted, 
they are perhaps only certain fubtil Waters 
diftill’d, that is to fay, Spirits, fo light and 
fo eafily exalted, that even by the Heat of 
the Body, (which they augment fo far as to 
caufe Tremblings ; ). they are prefently fub- 
lim’d and carry’d upwards, afcending to the 
Head and there feeking an Egrefs (as the Spi- 
rits of Wine are us’d to do in thofe that are. 
drunk,) and the Evaporation thereof not be- 


- ing able to be made, by Reafon of the Clo- 


{ute of the Brainpan, they ftrive to force their 
Paflage impetuoufly, after. the fame manner 
as.it ufually happens in artificial Diftillations, 
when fometimes the Spirits being gather’d to- 
gether, and become powerful, they break 

a Ya the 


o (324) 
the Veffel which contains them. Now, if 
the ordinary Medicines cannot exalt them- 
felves, they are perhaps compos’d of Salts 
which dre depriv’d of all the Moifture of 
Life by too intenfe a Fire, and can therefore 
contribute but yery little to the Cure of a lin- 
gering Diftemper: For as a burning Lamp is’ 
fed with Oil and Fat, which being confum’d 
it goes out :,In Hke manner, the Wick which 
preferves and maintains Life, is fuftain’d by 
a Balm of Life which is fucculent and oily, 
and is fnuff’d by the Means of moft excellent 
Medicines, as commonly a Candle is fnuff’d 
with Snuffefs: Now, by Reafon ovr Medi- 
cine is for certain compos’d « of the Sux, and 
even of it’s Rays, it is eafy to. conje€ture 
what a tranfcendent' y ertue-it has above all 
other Remedics, finde it is the Suz alone, 
throughout all Nature, that kindles and pre- 
ferves Life; for without the Sx» all Things 
would be frozen, and nothing: in the World 
would grow ; the Beams of ‘the Suz give a 
Verdute, arid Increafe- tõ‘ all’ Things : The 
Sun likewife’ gives Life to all Sublunary Bo- 
dics, . mikes" em fhoot, vegétáte, move, and 
multiply, which is perform’d'by the vévifying 
Ii radiation of ' the San. “But then this Solar 

Vertue 
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Vertue is a Thoufand Times; ftronger, more 
efficacious and falutary in his true Som, which 
is the Subject of the Philofophers ; -for it is 


requifite that where he is generated, the 


‘Beams of the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, and 


of all the Vertues of Nature, fhould be accu- 
mulated in that Magnetic Place during many 
Ages, and that they fhould as it were have 
Shut themfelvés up together in a well clos’d 
Veflel, which being afterwards hinder’d from 


‘going out; and being réeprefs’d and contraCted, 


transform themfelves into this admirable Sub- 
jet, and generate of- themfelves the Vulgar 
Gold; this fufficiently declares with how ma- 
ny Vertues his Origiz is repleat, fince he ab- 
Jolutely triumphs- over the greatef? Effort of 


the Fire, tho’ ever fo violent, infomuch that 
there is not any Thing to be found in the 
whole World of a more confummate Perfe- 


ction after our Subjeét; and if it were at 


any Time found in it’s laft degree of ‘Perfe- 
tion, made and compos'd by Nature, and 


that it were fufible like Wax, or Butter, and 


that it’s Rednefs. Diaphaneity, and Clearneís 
| appeard outwardly, it would be then truly 


our blefed Stone; which it is not, however if 
it bẹ taken in its firf+ Principle, it may be 
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earry’d to the higheft Perfegtion imaginable, 
by the mean of that foveraign Philofophicat 
eArt, fundamentally explain’d in the Books 
of the antient Sages. 


POPHIFEDE OH HFS99O FDTD 999 
A DIALOGUE, 


W hich more amply difcovers the 
_ Preparation of the Philofophi- 
cal Stone. 


mV, OU ‘may have obferv’d i in the —s 
AL. Treatifes, that the Alfémbly of eAlchy- 
l mifés and Difillers who difputed eagerly a- 
bout. the Stowe of the Philofophers, was in- 
‘terrupted by a fudden and unexpected Storm; 
¿how they were feparated and difperfed there- 
'by into many different Provinces without ha- 
ving comie to any certain Determination, and 
‘how each of them remain’d without Conclu- 
„fion. "This gave Occafion:to an infinite Num- 
| her of Sophiftications, ‘and deceitful and erro- 
‘neous Pr ocelles, becaufe this unlucky Tem- 
pelt 
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peft having hinder’d them from coming to a 
final Deczfion of ali their Differences, each of 
"em remain'd in the imaginary Opinion he 
had form’d to himfelf, which he afterwards 
follow’d in his Operations. One Partof thofe 
Spagyrical‘Dottors who had affifted at this 
Affembly, had read the Writings of the true 


-= Philofopbers, who fometimes advance, that 


Mercury, fometimes that Sulphur, and fome- 
times again that Salt is the fubject Matter of. 
their Stone. But as thefe Sophifters had 
wrongly underftood the Thought of the e4%- 
tients, and had imagin’d that the commoz 


` Mercury, Sulphur; and Salt, were the Things 


which were to be made Ufe of in the Cox- 
fection of the Stone, after they had been dif- 
persd into many. different Places of the 
Earth, they fell to Work, and made Effays 
of all Sorts. One among them had obferv’d 
in Geber this Maxim worthy of Confiderati- 


=. on; “ The Antients fpeaking of Salt have 


“ concluded, that it was the Soap of the 
“ Sages, the Key which fhuts and opens, 
“ and which fhuts again, and no body opens; 
“ without which Key they fay, that no Man 
in this World can. attain to the Perfeétion 
s of this Work, that is to fay, if hedoes not 

Y 4 “ know 
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“ know how to calcine the Salt, after having’ 
“ prepar’d it, and then it iscall’d fufible Sale: ?> 
AS he had alfo read in another eAvthor, thar 
“ He whoknows the Salt, and it’s Diffolution, 
“ knows the hidden Secret of the antient 
“ Sages.” . This eAlchymif? was perfwaded 
by thefe Words, that it was neceflary to work. 
with Common Salt, qut of which he learn’d 
to prepare a fubtil. Spirit, with which he dif- 
folwd the Vulgar Gold,: and drew there from 
it’s Citrine Colour; and Tinéture, which he 
ftudy’d to conjoin and unite with the ¿mper- 
fed Metals, that by that Mean they might 
be chang’d into Gold: But all his Labours 
had no Succefs, whatever Pains he could take ; 
which he ought before to have known from 
the fame Gebér, when he fays, “ That all 
“ the imperfect Bodies are no way perfectio- 
“ nable by a-Mixture with thofe Bodies 
“ which Nature has render’d but fimply per- 
“ fet, becaufe in the firft degree of their 
“ Perfection, they only acquir’d a fimple 
“ Form tor themfelves, by which thev were 
“ renderd perfect by Nature, and being 
“ dead, they have no fuperfluous PerfeCtion 
“ which they can commu:iicate to the others; 


and this for two Reatons: The firft, be- 


 caufe 
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© caufe by ‘that Mixture of Imperfettion, 
“ they are’ render’d theinfelves imperfed, 
« fince they have’ no more ‘Perfection, than: 
“ they ftand in need of: for themfelves: And 
“ laftly, becaufe by that‘Mean, ' their Princi- 
“ples cannot mix themfelves intimately, and 
“into all the moft minute Particles, by'Rea- 
“. fon ‘that the Bodies do not interpenetrate 
“ each the other, €Sc.?: Afterward this 
other ‘Sentence’ of Hermes came into the 
Mind of our eArtif?, viz. “ That'the Salt of 
“ the Metals is the Stone of the Philofophers.” - 
He concluded then with himfelf, that the 
Vulgar Salt could not be the Thing of which 
the Philofophers pretended to fpeak, but that 
it was to be:extradted from the Metals; he 
therefore fell a calcining the Metals. with 


_ a fierce Fire, to corrode them, deftroy them, 
and. prepare the Salts: He invented for his 


Purpofe: divers Ways to diffolve the Metals, - 

to make them melt eafily, and an Infinity of © 
other the like vain and fuperfluous Operations: 
But he never’ could by all thefe Means com- 
país the End of his Defire. This made him 
again doubtful concerning. the Salts, and the 
Matters of which we have fpoken, fo that 
he was inceffantly poring in the Books of the 


| fcveral Philofophers, He was continually 


turning 


Y 
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turning over the Leaves, hoping to meet. with — 


fome exprefs Paflage relating to the Matter, 
and at laft he light of this Axiom. Our 
Stoxe is Salt, and. our Salt i as Earth, 
and this Earth is ʻa Virgin, Here making 
a Stop in order to weigh ferioufly thefe Words, 
he imagin’d that on the fudden his Mind was 
much eglighten’d, and he began to be fenfi- 
ble that, his former-Labours had not fucceed- 
ed according to,his.Wifh, becaufe that he had 
hitherto ‘wanted «that Virgin: Salt, and that 
that Virgin Salt-is not by any:Means to be 
had on the univerfal Superficiesof the Earth, 
becaufe. the whole. Sunface thereof is cover’d 
with Herbs, Flowers, and Plants, the Roots 
of which: would -by. their. Fibres. attra and 
fuck in that.Virgin. Sale, from whence they 
would take their Increafe, and fo all that Sale 
would be depriv’d of its Virginity, and would 
be found, as it, were impregnated. He now 
began to wonder fiom whence proceeded his 


i A dis 


felt Stupidity, that hinder’d him: from com- 
prehending fooner thefe Things in the Books 
of. she, Philofopbers, which fpeak thereof fo 
clearly, as in Morienus, who fays, Our Wa- 
ter,grqaws in the Mountains and in the Val- 
lios... In eAr2ftorle; Our Water is dry. In 
me En | 2 Dant- 
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Denthya ; Our Water is to be found in-old 
Stables,Privies,and ftinking Common-Sewers, 
In Alphidius ; our Stone is to be found in all 
the Things that are in the World, and every 
where; nay, it lies caft in the High-way,. 
and God has not fet it at a high Price to the 
Purchafer, to the End the Poor as well as the 
Rich might have it. Now then, (thought he 
with himfelf) is not this Salt manifeftly de- 
noted in all thefe Places ? It is truly the Stone, 
and the dry Water, which is to be found in 
all Things, and even in the Jakes ; forafmuch 
as all Bodies are compos’d of it, are nourifh’d 
by it, and are augmented by it’s Means, and 


by their Corruptions are refolv’d into it, and 


alfo becaufe a great Quantity of this faf Sale 
caufes Fertility. This the moft ignorant 
Husbandmen know better than we whoare 
learned, fince to reftore thofe Lands which 


are barren by reafon of Drynefs, they make 


Ufe of rotten Dung, and of a fat and {well’d 


Salt, confidering very well that a lean and 


meager Land cannot be fruitful. Nature 
has alfo difcover’d to fome, that the Poverty 
of a Land without Moifture might be like- 
wife improv’d and meliorated by the Salt of 
eAfhes: It is for this Reafon, that in fome 
— o o Places 


(332 

Places the Husbandmen take Leather, whiclr 
they::cut into Pieces, burn. it, and caft the 
Afhes thereof on poor Lands: to render "em 
thereby fruitful, as is practis’d in Denbigh- 
foive, which ts a Province ‘of Englazd: We 
have,, moreover, an antient Teftimony of this 
Practice..in Virgil. This the ‘Philofophers 
have declar’d to us, when they. write that 
their Subject. was the ftrong Strength of all 
Strength, and that (to fpeak. the Truth) 1S 
the'Salt of the Earth, which: fhews it felf 
fuch: For where was there: ever found a 
Strength, or more terrible Vertue than.in the 
Salt of the; Earth, viz.. Niter, which is a 
‘Thunderbolt whofe da noghing | is 
able to refi.. 


Our ‘Alehymi? by this. and e sa like 
Confiderations. believ’d he ¿had already at- 
tain’d to the main Scope of the Truth, and 
- rejoiy'd. mightily: within himfelf that among 
- Thoufands. and Millions of others he alone 
had: obtain’d fo elevated and fublime a Know- 
- ledges :he:already defpis’d the moft Learn Y, 
and even almoft all the-reft of Mankind, fo 
their continuing to wallow in, the Mire of Ig- 
nordnce, and were not like, him arriv’d e 
tne 
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the higheft Pinnacle of- the moft refin’d Phi- 
Jofophy, and were not theré become rich of 
themfelves, fince there were infinite Treafures 
hidden in the Virgin Sait of the Philofopbers ; 
then he refolv’d that to acquire this Virgin 
Salt, he would rummage even under the. ve- 
ry Bottom of the Roots in a certain Piece of 
fat Land, in order to bring therefrom. a Vir- 
gin Earth which had not yet been impregna- 
ted; eftablifhing unadvifedly this Maxim; 
That to'obtain the living Water of Sal Niter; 
it was necefary to dig into a Pit deeply, up 


to the very Knees, which delirious Whim he — 


was hot contented barely to purfue in his La- 
bour; but he made it publick by a Difcourfé 
which he caus’d to be printed, in which he 
maintain’d that‘that was the true Meaning of 
all the: Philofophers. He fo obftinately ad: 
herd to this vain and imaginary Opinion, 
that he fpent in the Purfuance thereof ‘all he 
was worth, fo that he found-himfelf reduc’d 
to great Poverty,and opprefs'd with Grief and 
Sorrow, deploring the irreparable Lofs of his 
Money, Time and Labour. This Damage 
‘was attended‘ with vexatious Cares, AfAiEti- 
on, and reftlefs Watchings, which increafing 
from Day to Day, heat laft refolv’d to retura 
; to 
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+6 the Place where he had been befote to di ig 


| deep into the Earth which he had believ’d 
was the Philofopbical Earth, and there he 
continued to. difgorge his Reproaches, dnd 


Imprecatioris, till at laft Sleep ftole upon him,’ 
of «which he had been depriv’d for fome Days | 


by fo much Anxjety and Sadnefs; while he 
was thus plung’d in this profound Sleep, there 


appear’d to him in Dream, a great Compa- - 


ny of Men, all irradiated with Light, one of 
which approach'd him and reprimanded him 
after. this manner: Friend, Why doft thou 


yomit up fo many Injuries, Maledittions, - 


and Execrations againft the ‘Philofopbers*~who 
repofe in God? The eAlchymif? in a Surprize 
anfwer’d trembling: My Lord, 1 haye read 
“their Books. in Part, where I perceiv’d that 
there was no -Excomiums to be imagin’d 
which they do not give: to their Stone, 
which they extol to the very Heavens; this 
ftixr’d up in me an ardent Delire to fet my 
Hand to the Work, and I have in all Things 


Operated according to their Writings and Pre- 


cepts, that:I might alfo participate of their 
Stone :. But: Etoo late find, that their Sayings 
have deceiv’d- me, fince PRIES I have o 
all L was worth.: — 

Vifior, 
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| Vifton. You injure them, and : accule em | 
unjuitly of impofture, for «all thofe. ‘you . be- 


‘hold here are happy Perfons ; . they. never 
= writ any Lye; on the, contrary, “they ‘have 
~ left us nothing but the pure’ Trath, tho’ wrapt 
_ up in hidden and occult. Terms; to the End, 

that fuch great Myferies might not be known 


by the unworthy, for otherwife great Evils 


'. would arife, and Diforders’ in the-World ; 


you ought to interpret their Writings not ac- 
cording to the Letter, but according to the 
Operation, and Pofpbility of Nature; you 


_ ought not to have undertook the manual 0- 


perations, till you had firft laid a {olid:Foun- 
dation by your fervent Prayers to God, by an 
afiduous Leture, and by. az indefatigable 
Study ; and you ought to obferve i in what the 
Philofophers' all agree; to wit, in one only 
thing, which is no other than the Salt, Sal- 
phur, and rn of the sana alia 7 


oAlchymift How can it be imagin'd, that 
Salt; Sulphur, and Mercury, are but one and 


the fame d fince ei are dans diting | 
ci . 


Pi. 
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Vif. ‘Now you. plainly fhow, that you have 
a dull Brain, and that you know nothing of 
the Matter ;. the Philofopbers have only ong 
Thihg, - which contains Body, Soul, and Spés 
vit, they call it Salt, Sulphur, and, Mercury; 
which Three are to'be found in one and the 
fame Sabfaace, and us — is their Salt. - 


Ale, Where ¢ cah one ge this Salt ; ? 


Vi if. Iti is > drawn fom the obfetive Prifon of 
the Metals: With it you may perform won- 
derful Operations, and fee all Sorts of Co- 
Jours,;' as alfo tranímute all the vile Metals 
- anto Gald: , but it -is requifite that this ee 
o fit render’d fixt. TIE 


CSAR 1 have de this gre: eat white coket 
my. Braia ia working in thefe Metallick Ope- 
rations, without” having ever. been able to 
find any Thing like i it. 


y if. You nek aaas fought i it in “dead 
Metals, and, which: have not; in them the 
Vertue of the Philofopbical Salt :< As you 
cannot make bak’d Bread ferve you for Seed, 
oe any 
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any móre than you can hatch a Chicken from 
a boil’d Egg; but if you defire to caufe a 
Generation, it is neceflary you fhould make 
Ufe of a pure Seed, that is living, and has 
not been fpoiPd : Since then the Vulgar Me. 
tals are dead, why do you feek for a living 
Matter among the dead? 


Aled. Cañnot Gold and Silver be revivd 
agaín by the Mean of Diffolution ? 


Vif. The Gold and Silver of the Philofo- 
phers are Life it felf, and have. no Need of 
being reviv’d: They may be had even for 


- nothing; whereas the Vulgar Gold and Sil- 


ver fell very dear, and befides they are dead, 
and remain always dead. 


oAlch. By what Means is this living Gold 
to be had? 


Vif. By Diffolution. 
Alch. How is that Difalaio oerformn’d > 


Vif, It is perform’d in it felf, and by it felf, 
Without the Addition of any foreign Thing : 
Z For 


(38) 


For the Diffolution of the Body is made in 
it’s own Blood. 


Alch, Is the whole Body mange intirely 
into Water : > 


Vif. To fpeak the Truth, It is all chang’d ; 
but the Wind carries alfo in it’s Belly the fix’d 
Son of the Suz, who: is that Fifh without 
Bone, which {wims in.our OE Si Sea. 


vAlch. Have not all. the other Waters the 
fame Propriety : a 


Vif, This Philofophical Water i is nota Wa. 
ter of the Clouds, or of any common Foun- 
tain; but it is a faline Water, a white Gum, 
and a Water that is permanent, which being 
. united to it's Body, never quits it, and when 
it has been digefted during that Space of 
Time which it requires, it can never after 
be feparated therefrom : This Water 1s more- 
over the real Subf?ance of Life in Nature, 
which has. been attracted by the Maguet of 
the Gold, and which may be refolv’d into a 
clear Water by the Izduffry of the Artif ; 
which is what no other Water in the World 
can do. | eAlch. 


039) 


_ Alh. ‘Does this Water yield no Fruits ? 


- Vif. Since this Water is the Metallic Tree, 
it is poffible to graft thereon a young Shoot, 
or a {mall folar Twig, which if it happens 


~ to grow, has this Effect, that by its Odour 


all the imperfect Metals become like unto it. 


E eAlch. How muft it be proceeded with? 


Vif. Te muft be co€ted by a continual Di- 
geftion, which is firft perform’d in Moilture, 
and afterwards 1 in sis Jaa 


oAlch. Is it sie el one and the fame 
Thing ? 


Vif. In the frit al the Body, Soul, 
and Spirit muft be feparated, and then joia'd 
together again: And if the Sex be united to 
the Moon, then the Soul of its own Accord 


feparates itfelf from its Body, and afterwards — 


Feturas to it of itfelf apain, | 


oAlch. Is it poffible to feparate the Body 


Soul, and Spirit ? 


Z 2 Vif. 


Earth? 


- That Earth muft be pulveriz”d ; and then it 


- which you muft unite by an exa& Weight, 
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Vif. Do not perplex your felf about any 

Thing but the Water, and the foliated Earth; 

you will not perceive the Spirit, for it fwims 
always upon the Water. | 


Aled. What do you mean by this foliated 
Vif. Have you not read, that there appears 
in our Philofopbical Sea, a certain little land ? 


will become; like unto a thick Water mix’d 
with Oil; and that is our foliated Earth, 


with its own Water. — 

e/Alch. What is that exadt Weight? 
TA The’ Weight of the Water muft be 
Plural, andthat of the foliated Earth, white 
or red, muft. be Siagalar. - o 


—Alch, O my Lord, Your Diftourfe feems 
too obícure to me at this firft Beginning. 


— nn tha hh 2 
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Vif. 1 make Ufe of no other Terms, ner 
other Names than thofe which the Philofo- 
phers have invented, and have left us in their 
Writings. And all that Company of happy 


_ Perfons whom you behold, were while they 
liv’d true Philofopbers ; fome of which were . 


great Princes, and fome again Kings, or pow- 
erful Monarchs, who were not afham'd to 
fet their Hands to the Work, in order to feek 
out by their Labour, and Sweat, the Secrets 


of Nature, the Truth of which they have 


left us in their Writings. Read therefore 
their Books with Diligence-and Affiduity, 
and do not load them with Injuries for the 
future: But obferve their moft learned Tra- 


ditions and Maxims; fhun all Sophiftries, and 


all the deceitful eAlchymifts, and at laft you'll 
enjoy the conceal’d Mirror of. Nature, 


The Vifion having finifh’d this Difcourfe 
vanifh’d in an Inftant; and the eAlchymif? 


waking immediately began to confider with ` 


himfelf what had pafs’d, but knew not what 
Judgment to make thereof; but as all the 
Words of the Vifion remain’d frefh in his 


| Memory; he forthwith repair’d to his Cham- 


Z 3 ber 


i 
e 
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ber to fet them down in. Writing. After 
that, he read attentively the Books of the 
Philofophers, and by the Lecture thereof grew 


© fenfible of the Groffnefs of his former Faults 


and Follies. Having thus difcover’d the true 
Foundation, that he might preferve a Re- 
membrance of the: fame, he put it into Laie 
man Meter, as follows. 


: Difcourfe tranflated from Verfe, o 


eA certain Thing is found in this World, which 
is alfo every where, and in every Place, . , 

It is nor Earth, nor Fire, nor Air, nor Water, 

However it wants neither of thefe Things, 

Nay, it cañ become Fire, Aii, da and 
Earth; 

For it coset all Nature, in. it Sef purely, 
and fincerely, 

It becomes white and red, is hot and cold, 

Je is moift avd de, and is cid dde 

© waj, > 

The Band of. Sages only have know ity | 

eAnd they call it their Salt: > ` | 

Je i extrafted from. their Eartb, 

And it: has. been.the. Ruin of many a Fool; 

Lar the Conewan. Barth | is. ain E here, 
| | . Nor 
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Nor the vulgar Salt in any manner, 


But rather the Salt of the World, 


Which contains in it felf ail Life: 


Of it is made that Medicine, which will pres 
ferve you from all Maladies, 

If then you defire the Elixir of the Philo- 
Jophers, 

Without doubt that Thing mufi be Metallic, 7 

eAs Nature has made it, 

eAnd has reducd it to a Metallic Fim, | 

Which is cald our Magnefia, . 

Out of which our Salt is extracted; 

When therefore you fhall have found this Thing, 

Prepare it well for your Ufe, ` 

And you fhall draw forth of this clear Salt, 

Its Heart, which is very fweet ; 

Make its Red Soul come out likewife, 

And its fweet and excellent Oil. ` 

eAnd the ‘Blood of the Sulphur is cad, — 

The fovereign Good in this Work ; 

Thefe two Subftances may generate for you, 

The fovereiga Treafure of the World, ES 

Now, how muft you Prepara thefe two Sub- 
flances ? 

By the Mean of your Salt of Earth, 

I dare not write it openly, 

For God will have it conceal'd; 


Z 4 | And 
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eAnd one muft by no Means give to the Swine 

eA Viand made of precious Pearls. — 

However, learn from me, with all Fidelity, 

That no foreign Thing muft enter into this 
Work; 

As kee, by the Heat of the Fire, 

Is converted into its primitive Water, 

It is neceffary alfo, that this Stone . 

Become a Water in it felf: 

It bas need but of a gentle and moderate ‘Bath, 

In which it difjolves of its own Accord, 

By the Means of Putrefaction. 

Separate the Water therefrom, 

eAnd reduce it inta a red Oil, 

Which is that Soul of a Purple Colour. 

eAnd when you fhall bave di  thefe two 

~~“ Subftances, +. | 

Bind them gently togetber, o 

eAnd put them into the Philfpbers Egg, 

Clos 4 Hermetically. - 
And you mufi place t them on an Athanor, 

~ Which you mufi guide according to the Exigen- 
cy, and Cuftom, of all the Sages, 

In adminifiving to it a very flow Fire, - 

Such as the Hen gives to ber r Egge ta batch 
her Cbitkens ; ie | | 

aso Then 
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Then the Water, by a great Effort, will ap 
trast to itfelf all the Sulphur, | 
Infomuch that there will no o longer appear any 
Thing thereof, 
Which however cannot lal long. 
For by its Heat and Siccity 
It will firive to make it felf manifeft again, 
Which on the contrary the cald Luna will en- 
deavour to hinder. | . 
Here will begin a great Conflict between thefe 
two Subfiances, 
During which, the one, and the other will 
afcend — 


On high, whither they raif themfelues i an 


admirable Mean; `- 

But the Wind conftrains them to defiená | 
downwards, — 

Notwithftanding which they fly again sp- 
wards, 

eAnd after they have for a good while conti- 
gwd thefe Mations and Circulations, 

They remain at laft ftable below, | 

eAnd there become liguify d with Certitude, 

In their firft Chaos moft profoundly. > 

«And then all thefe Subltances will pecore 
black, | 

eAs does the Saot in the Chimney ; 


is 
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This is: cad the Head of the Raven, | 

Which is no {wall Sign of the Grace of God. 

When that fhall fo have happen'd, y wil 
fee ina fhort Time | 

Colours of all Sorts, = 7 

The Red, the Yellow, the Blue, and the julia 

The which will neverthelefs all foon difappear. 

eAnd you will fee afterwards more and more, 

That the whole will become Green, like the 

Leaves, and Herbs. 

Then at laft the Light of the Moon frews 

| ifef; 

Wherefore the Heat muft then be al 
ted, 

eAnd be left in that Degree 5 

eAnd the Matter will become White likea 
Hoary Man, — e. i dci rejen- 
bles Fe; : 

It will alfo ohen Dada like Silver. 

Govern jour Fire with a great deal of Care, 

eAnd areas qe fal fee sail in Jen 
Veffel, © 

Tour Matter: will became together wbite as 
‘the Snow; ` 

And then your Elixir is perfetted as as ta i 
White Work; 


Which in dang wil Utero become Red. 
For 
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For which Reafon augment your Five afvrefh, 
ond it will become Yellow, or of a Lemon 
Colour all over : 


Bar at loft it will become Red like a Raby, - 


Then.rerder Thawks to God our Lord, 


| For you have found fo great aT reafure, 


That there.is mot tz the whole World any 
Thing comparable to it for its Excellency; 

This Red Stone tinges into pure Geld, 

Tin, Copper, Iron, Silver, awd Lead, | 

eAnd all the other Metallic Bodies A 

It effects and produces moreover many otber 
Wonders ; 

You may by its Mean drive away all the Mala- 
dies incident to Mankind, 

eAnd make "em [pin out their Life to the ut- 
moft prefwd Term; 

Wherefore render Thanks to God with al your 
Heart; ` 

eAnd being enabPd 7 it, give freely your Af- 
jifiance’to your Neighbour, 

And employ the Ufe of this Stone to the Ho- 
nour of the Moft High, | 

Whom may it pleafe, to receive us into his 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


Glory, 
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Glory; Honour, aid Vertue for ever tothe — 
holy, holy, holy Sabbath, God Omnipotent, 
- who alóne is Wife, and Eternal, the King of 
Kings, and the Lord of Lords, who is en- 
compaffed with an inacceffible Light, who 
alone is poffefs’d of Immortality,- who has 
hinder’d the Violence of Death, and who has 
` produc’d,. and fet in the Light, an imperifh- 
able a taal Amen. 


e 
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Se ERRATA. '. j 
Dag: 32. Uine 5 5. Had ‘diftil by the Skill, *8cc. p.8o.l. 19.r, 
Condition, &c. p. 84. 1. 1.:Neptune begins a Sentence., p, 
107.L 20, Te ‘ingenuoully. P. 152. -l 9. r, Equilibrio. p. 157, 
l. 17. r. ftintednefs. p. 197.1. 21: r: Water with the Fire, &c. 
p. 217.1. 15. for refemble, r. reaflemble. p. 228. 1. 4.r. him frees 
Pp 259.1. 20. Eo is done. | a | 
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